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CHANDIGARH, TL,'ESDAY JANUARY 20,2026 (PAUSA 30,1947 SAKA)

GOYER}IMENT OT'PUNJAB

DIRECTOR INFORMATION & PTTBLIC RETATIONS

ADVERTISEMENT POLICY 2026

(PRINT MEDIA)

The l6thJanuary,7026

No.PR ll 129 47 7 7 t 2026.-

1. OBJECTYE:- The objective of this policy is to secure the widest possible coverage of the intended

content or message tluough Prlnt Medla vh advefiisements.

2. N,OP4!.4G,ENCY;- The Deparunent of Information and Public Relations is the nodal agency of the

Gov'emsrent of Funjab for all kinds of advertising by all Departments and Agencies of Governmest of
Punjab, inctuding Public Sector Underkkings andAutonomous Bodies such as Boaris and Corporations,

Local andUftanBodies. Universities,wriouCornnissions,Arxhorities, SocietiesconstitutedbyGovernrnent

Departments. Tnrsts under the Government, Coqpanies, Apex Coopemtir.e Insritutions aud other State

Government Institutions and Organizations etc.(hereafter defined asAgency of Government). The nodal

agency will work as the Singile \tindow for dealing with the media as per this policy.

3. RELEASE OF ADVERTISEMENT TO PRINT MEDIA THROI;GH DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

RFfuiIIOSQ:- n[ the adveniseme$s in Print rnedia shall be routed through the Deparmem of Information

and Fublic Relations. rvhich shall be Nodal Agency for iSsuing advertisements. It shall'be mandatory for all
the Departments ofGovernnrent ofPunjab, Boards, Corporations, Local Bodies, Universities, Commissions

and such other authoritievorganizations and institutions etc. to issue all advertisements through the Nodal
Agency.

The Media ptan for client departmenrs shall be prepared by the Department of Infonnation and Public

Relations and the Department of Information andPuhlic Relations shall be the final authority to decide

media througb which the advertisements are to be released. 
:

4. The paymert of bills shall continue to be doue by the client depanruent as is thd practice prevailing

curently'.

5. TRADE DISCOUNT:- Trade discount @l5oro shall be arailable to Punmedia and other depart$rmts on

all category advemisements released ro print media.

6. OBJ,ECTI\ES OF A,D\TE-RTISING:

. Covetnge: The primary objective of the Governrnent in advertising is to secure the widest possible

(5re)
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7.

cove(age of the ilreuded conte or message though Prinl l ledia l

. Not to take ltrfo account pollflcrl rtfiIlation or' edltortrl pollcle$: Ilr releasiug advertisements to

nervspapers/publicatioos. the Director not to take into accollrrt the politicat affiliation or editorial

policies ofnewspapervpublications. Hovfever, lhe Direcror rvill not release advertisements to any

nervspape,publicarionwhich incites or aends to incite commullal passion, preaches violence, offends

the soverei$lty and integriry oflndia or violares the socially liccepted nornrs ofpublic decency and

behaviour.

DEFINITIONS:

a) Dir.ector: Mesns rhe Direcror, tnformatiol aud Public Relatit ns. htnjab and includes any offtcer of

the Directorste oflnformation and Public Relations autlrorise.i to t'uocdon ou behalfofthe Director'

b) Govemmrut: Mears the Govemmnt ofPunjab, itl rhe Departruent oflnformatiou & Public Relations'

c) Pollcy: MeaDs lhe Adv€rtiseEmt Policy for Prirrt lr{edia.]0]6 of rhe Government of Punjab'

d) AdvertlseDent: I{eans an advertisemelt issued by any Gorernme Deparonetrt orAgency of

Govemrnent in Prht Media . r

e)AgeDcyorGor,er.uueuiAgency:IncludesPublicsect(,IUlrdertakingssuchasaBoardor
corporation, urbau & Rural Local BodS universitv, comnissioo. AutlDriry' society constituted by

Goverament of hrqiab, Tnlst. Institudon or organisalio[, Apex coopemtive kBtitution uoder the

GoveromeEt ofPunjab and any other state Govemment Bodv etc l
f) Newsprper: Means a publicstioo that citculates new5 &1d somments otr cufrent affairs and is

published every da,"

d Publlcetlotr: Includes an-Y nervspsper' periodicsl, book etc'

h)Periortleal:Includesaregulartypublishedmagazine,joumalorpaperatafixedperiodiciqsuchas
weekly. fonnightl.v. monthl)'. quarterty, half-yearly or anmallv ;'

i) cltent: Any Govemneot Departmelt/ASelcy that sends a reqrrrsitioo foratrsdvertisemeot toDirector'

iu terms of this policy or any Government Depa$ment/Agency tbat issues or seeks to issue an

advertiseBeflt.

j)R€qdsltiotr:A\YrienrequesdproposatbyclienttoDkectortbrreleaseofadvertisementordesign
ofrnedia PlarvcanrPaigr' I

poLIcY GUIDELIN-ES: Govemment will advemise its plans. prograruEs and activities in such a

-*.r 

6 it rry deem appropriate. The Guidetines relating to Print -Vedia are mentiorcd below Hot'ever'

in view of the dynaurisnr ilvolved il the subject, in cases where it is fouad essential to make some

deviation from the laid guidelines, the Director shall prepare a case with reaso[s and take approval ofthe

Government.

POLICY GUIDELINES FOR PRINT MEDIA

Includes tlrc following. uamelY:

(i) Situation Vac8trL Admission Notice

(ii) TeuderNotice, Indicative advefiisemeot

(iO AuctionNoticeclassified tonly)

(i9 sBtutory Notice. Public Notice, miscellaneous Announcement

CAIEGORY 2 ADVERTISEIIf,I*T: Advertisement which has coospicuous displly of content and is

prblished in the newspaper,'periotlicals and inchrdes the following:

t.
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(i) Mass Campaign

(ii) Event Highlight

(ri) Major Policies, Programmes and Scheues

(iv; Socio-Ecorromicconcerne

(v) Auctioo Notic+Display (Only)

(vr) Product Sales Promotion

CoMMERCIAL RATE: May be determined by the DPR from time to time or case lo case being

neither I BOC rate nor DPR rate.

BOC RATES:

DAYP is curently known as 'Bureau ofOutrcach and Communicadon' (BOC) through intelgation of
ers$r'hile DAVP (Dfectorare ofAudio visual Publicity), Directorate of Field Publicity (DFP) and Sotrg

& Drama Division (S&DD) by the Ministry of Informarion and Broadcasting Government oflndia.

DPR RATES:

Means rstes approved by the Departrnetrt ofhformation ad Public Relations, Punjab for publicarions.

EMPANELMENTT

Govemment shall rnainain a list ofneuspapers, periodicals aod otherpublicatiom approved for release of
advenisenrcnts by empanelling or rcgistoing such aewspapers. joumals and other publications. The Director
will empauel only such newspapen, journals and other publicatioos as are required for achieving the

objectives ofthis policy with consideratioo to the circulation aod r:adenhip from differeot sections of
society in different parls oflte state atrd also, in specified csses their readership il differeut parts ofthe
coun$-v. Ho!r'e!'er. BOC empanelled newspapervpublications. wherher empurelled with DPR or not cal
be issued advertisemenrs from rime !o time.

PATMENT Of,-', ApyERTIS,qMENT BII+,S :

The liability for making paynenr of advenhmetrt bills is with the clietrt DeparUrent/Agenry of govemurent

on whose behal( either on their request or as decided by Govemme$ rhe advenisemeat has been rcleased

by the Director. All DeparmeflrsiAgemies of govemment should pay for all type of advertisernents within
60 days ofissuance of advertisement/submission ofthe advenisemetrt bilts. The Director wil I inrimare all
Department&rAgencies of govemment regarding rclease of advertisemenB along with the media plan

decided by Director. Any dispute regarding payment would be decided by the Direc1or and the &cision
would be binding on tlte Departnent/Agency atrd Publicatior

PRIORITIZATION OF' NEIVSPAPERS/PERIODICALS FOR E}IPAI\IELII,IENT:

In pursuatrce of broad sociel objectives of advenisiug by Govemment aod for ensuing faimess among
various categories oNewspapers/Periodicals. the Govemment rvill consider empaaelneat ofNewspapep
Periodicals belonging to the follo*ing categories on priority hsis, apart from other neruspapers with targe

circulation:

a) Small and aediunr newspaperdperiodicals. r

b) Language newspapers and other publications.

c) Newspapersiperiodicals aud otherpublications published il Puniab aud other states.

CLASSIFTC.ATION OF NEWSPAPERS AITID OTHER PUBLICAT.IONS:

Newspaperv?ublications are classified into three categories, namely:-

(i) Sorall. rvith a circulatiotr ofup ro 25,000 copies per published ediriotr.

3.

7,

9.
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Alloewspapersiperiodicalsseekingempanelrnentslrouldcorrrplywiththefollowiog:

(ii)

(iii)

lvlediurn betweert f,5,001 and 75,000 copies per published edition'

Big, with a circulation ofabove 75,000 copies per published edition

Provisions ofthe Press & Registration ofBooks Act' 1867'

Unintemrpted and regular publication for a period ofsix months'

Advertisemenr issuing aurhority will ensure proper release of advenisements to l'arious newspapers

andperiodicalsiu<lifferentlanguages'However,preferencema-vbegiventoPunjabiPrintMedia

No advertisemenr shall be issued for any non-goYemment organization such as social, culnral and

spons orgaoizations '

No advertisement shall be issued for special supplements of newspapers and pegiodicals'

However.inexcepdonalcircumstances,theGovernme[tnulrelaxthiscondition'

The Deparmrent shall ensure that Advertisements are releascd Io Periodicals aid

Nervspapers in the follou'ingratio:

(r) English- 2090

(O Indian tanguage - 80 96 (*Prefererce wiU be giveo to Punjabi langage)

l)

rD

lll)

u)

12.

Iv) No photognphs ofany polirical leader trot hotding any govt' otlce or ofany officer shall appear in

aisptay,l,Avenisements'ThePhotographsofNationalHeroes,FreedomFighterswhosacrificed
their lives for flre freedom of hdia or National Leaders like: Mahatama Gandhi. Paudit Jawahar I'1

Nehru, Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Rajguru. Sukhdev, S' Udern Singh etc' or atry other pro'nitrent

persorlality whose tlroughts and teachings are related ro the occasion aud gile impiration to the

masses will be used for display advertisements'

Thejudgementsofthesupremecourtilthisregardshallbefollovedinletterandspirit.

v) with a view to highlighting its major achievemertslinitiaril€s Bnd various pro'people policies

acfoss the couony. the punjab Govemmelt ca$ release its rdvertisements in the other regional

languagesnewspapersofdifferentstatesfromtiuretotil}]ewilhatlobjectil,eto.percolarctlre
desired rnssage far and rvide amongst the people of the counrn'in lhe larger public interest'

For issuing advertisemeuts on specific occasions. a list ofner*spalrets may be drawn by the Director and

suchpaperswoutdberegistere<lforselectingadvertisements.NonMlly,advefiisementsareiszuedto
empanellednewspapers.butonspecificoccasious,adtenisemenrsmaybeissuedto-uenspaPersrvhich

are'notempanelled.AnynamesofthenewspaperssuggestedbyorherDePartmentsandAgeocieswillbe

considered by the Direcror rvho is tlrc ftnal auftority h selecting the Ne*spapesiPeriodicals for registratiott'

PROVISIONAL EMPANELMENT:

The Dirccror may grsnr provisiorul enpanelment to s nevspap€r fol a period ofsix mooths ifthe newspaper

is otherwise found suitable for issuance ofcoverffneot adltrtiseme[ts. Tlte rate payable to such newspaper

would be the BoC & DpR rares applicable. Depending upon the publicity inpact'this period can be

funher extended.

14. DIPR R.ATES:

where Boc rates ofaty erupalelled nervspaperslperiodicals is u0evailable. the DIPR.shall deiermine the

rates payable to such nervspaperslperio<ticals, wtich will be valicl tbr a particular circulation and a period
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ofoue year or more wlich may be r€oewedftxtended. Ho$,ever, a change in circulation category (whether

increase or decrease) can affecr the period of validity ofthe contracl besed on lhe evidence as prescribed

in the criterion for eurpagelment or on the basis of CAIRMABC,DPRO certificate. as applicable' The

decision of DIPR in this regard will be final.

Note: All erryanelled publications Eust submit I co,py of mnual retunr of circulation submitted to RegisEar

Newspapers oflndia rvith receiviog proof ftom RNI for the previous year by 3fih September every year'

failhg which the newspapers can be de+mpanelled by the Director'

REGIJII\RITY:

"r.-.rrr'd'r[*rld 
har.e publishecl the aalyne*spaper ori ar leasr 25 drrr s of each iffih during precedilg

12 monthst weeklies should ha!'e published 46 issues duriug the precediug I 2 motrths, fortnightlies ?3

issues and monthlies I I issues during tbe preceding l2 months, to be considered for empanelment.

MINIMtiilr CIRCI'LATTO:I FOR EMPANELMEqI.T:

A Newspaper.iPeriodical should have a minimum paid circtlatiotr of.trot less than 3500 copies for b€ing

considered eligible for enrpaneLueot.

AUTHEI.Ifl CATro\ oF cIRCt LATTON:

The applicant NewspaperiJounral should fumish authenticated figues of circulatioq ofABC, RM/Cost

AccouNani/Starutory Auditorr CharteredAccountant as per requirement'

{i) RNI circulation cenificate will be ralid up to four years ftom the date ofissue for this purpose.

(ii) A pubtication with circulation up to 25000 need trot submit RNI/ABCI certificate.

CEECI{NQ OF C.IRCITLATIgN FIGUBES: The Director reserv'es the right to have figures of
circulation checked througb its represeoisriverageff or through RM.

19. COTIDITIONS FOR EMP.{:YELMENT:

While setecdng NewspaperslJournals. the Director will take hto account the standard tone and contents.

No advenisement shall be. released to Ne*spaperVJoumals which, ancourage fissiparous rendencies, fan

cotrrrnunal hahed or present dle accepted values ofsociety in a distorted ummrer or harm national integration

and communal harmony.

t. The newspaper should nor have beeo disquali.fied in the la$ three yea$ or should trot be a defaulter

ofBOC or the Departnent oflnformation and Public Relations. Punjab.

2. The applicanr should also fumish I copy of the Cenificate of Registration issued by lhe RNI in the

name ofthe publisher.

3. The details ofthe paper like size, language, periodicity, print area and details ofprintirypress etc. as

asked for in empauelmenr form may be givor. Furtber. it must be substantiated that the paper beirg

published is of a reasooable sandard. Reasonrble standard iater alia. meaus that:

a. ThePrhtnatter and photograFs shouldbe legible, neat, cleat and without snurdges owr*riting
and

There should be uo repetition of news iteus or ardcles in the uervspapewperiodicals fron the

previous issues of tlre same nenrspaper.

There should be ao reproduction of news iterns or arricles t'rom ofrer newspaperljournals

and the source ofnervs/articles should be mentioned.

I{asthead on its Aont page should carry the title ofthe newspaper, place, date and day of
publication; it should also carry RNI Registration.

l
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e. Number, volutlre & issue number. uumber ofpages atrd price ofnewspaperVjoumali

f. The neuspaper should carry kprint liue as requiled uoderPress & Registration ofBooksActr
E!67.

g. hoer pages must carry page number, title ofthe paper and date ofpublicatiou. For
multi-editions, place ofpublicatiol must be menrioned in inner pages also.

h. All tte publicatio$ must carry an editorial.

4. The Publisher must ensure that the publication firlfils all the norms aud guidelines laid down in this

Policy before applying for empanelrnent. The application fonn musr be complele fu all respects with
supponiag docunrents.

5. TheNewspapers alreadyenrpanelled with BOC may sp'ply to t epanment of Information andPublic

Relations, Punjab alotrg wiih copies of BOC enrpaoelment ard rale co[tract. The rates applicable

would be same as approved by BOC.

20.@
Empanelnrent grznted bv the Director. shall. remain valid for one rear. 

.
2l.W

A nervspaperlpublicatiou will be suspended ftom empanelment bt dre Direcmr with inrmediate effect

without any notice if,

I. It has submitted t-alse infbrmationregardfugcirculation or orhenvise:

2. It has discontinued its publicatio0, changed its periodicity or its title or has becorne iffegular or

chenged its pr€misev'press without prior intimation;

3. It has failed to submit its "Amal Retum" to dle RNI or its "-{lmual Circulatior Certificate" from

the prescribed agencies by 30dl Sept|

4. Its EditorlMa[ager/Os,uer convicted by Court oflaw for activities related to the publication.

5. Ir refuses to accept and carry an advertisement issued by the Director on more tha[ two occasiotrs;

6. In case ofany ofthe above mentioned irregularities, the publication shall remain suspetrded fora
period up to 12 nronths. Resultantly, the Director may also lffect reco!€ry of aoy paymetrt llude

to the publisher during the aforesaid period, which will harrc io be deposited by the ering publisher

ivithin 60 da)rs ftom the date ofDernand Letter issued by the Direoor, failinglvhich the recovery

rvill be realized finrn peuding billslpayrnens with Govemment/Agencies. Such publication will
lemaill debsred froB empanelment till the recovery is made.

22.

Every publication will submit its advenisenreot bills, conrplete in a ll respect aud suppbrted rvith relevant

documents, within l5 days ofdre publication ofthe advenisemer)t to the Directo& ll'ho will direct the

client DepanmenuAgency of govemment to make the payme[t rvitltin 30 days. Director rvill not be

responsible for the payment of bills submitted affer stipulated time. or for any delay in payrEeot by the

Governme Deparoneut/Agencyofgovemment.

23. ADVERTISETG RATE:

The Director will accept the rares approved by the BOC Governiuent of India, for release of rtgular

adl'ertisements to atry espalelled newspaper/joumal or orher publiir atio[ However, to en$ue toff pagei

third pagdlast page ptacemenr advertisenrent of utmost importanc e, the DPR call pay s premium as per

BOC PolicylGuidelines ofthe above BOC rates for &ollt pagelthird pageilast page only. The decisiou of

524

Goverruuent in this regard rvill be final.
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ON BOC RATES:

As per the Priat Media Advertisemeot Policy of the Govemment oflndia'2020 efrective fto$ lst August

202-0. all the Deparr$ents aad Agencies ofthe crovernme,nt ofPuojsb. iscludilg Public sector und€rtaldngs

aDd Autorcmous Bodies such as Boards and Corporations, Local and Urban Bodies, Universities, various

comsnissions, Developm tAuthorities, Societies consdtuted by Government Depafumefits' Trusts rurder

the Govemment, compar es. Aper cooperative Institutions and other State Govemmeflt Institutions and

organizarioos etc. (heieafter defined as Ageucy of Go!'ernme1t) wilt be bound to issue ell advertisemen6

thriugh the Notlal Agency onl,v at the Boc rates. However' tbe rates of advettisements by Maharama

and Naltatm Public sectorundertakins Psus) rvill be 1.5 times fie mrrnal Boc raEs. For advertisetrEnts

ofother PSUs. normal BOC rates will aPply'

Note:

A publication rnay be suspended for releasfurg advenisement by the Nodal Agency (DIPR) with immediate

effect for a period of rwelve ( I 2) mooths. if the pubtication refuses to accept and carry an sdl'ertisement

issued by Nodal Agenc-v on behalfofthe deparmenB ofPuojab governmeut and autonomous bodies viz'

boarcls, corporaiions. local boclies. universities. commissions and other authoritievorganizations and

iosritutions erc. on more rhan three occasio$. Provided that Nodal Agency (DIPR) shall oot issue any

order of suspension without giving a reasonable opponunity to the concemed publication in such case'

PrrB[,rca$9N Or APVERTISE4ENI:
. It shall be the responsibilir.v ofthe publishe/newsprp€r to corectly ranslate the adve(ise[etrt text

before publication. In case ofany doubt, the Dilector may be consulted, but &r rvrong/incoffect/

misleading infornlariotr or Eanslation. a deducdon may be irnposed b), the Director' such decision

rvould be fioal.

. No Newspaper rvill publish advertisemert released byrhe DLectr)r \rithour receipt ofthe relevaot

Release Order.

. "If. for any reaso0' it is nor possible to issue release orders to newspapers rclat€d to advefiisements

to be released late at night. a regularized release order will be issued later wlth the approral of

the competent authority.

. If. in any case or pressing anel exrraordinary situation. it is lot possible to obtain

administrative approUal from the competetrt authorit)'betbre issriing al important

advertisenrent, theu the ex-post facto adminisEative appmval will be obained ftom the comPetg

authority afier the release ofthe rdvertis€metrt."

Director will issue a Release order through PARos (Punjab Adl'ertisement Release order System)

to the newspaper s,'Periodicals for the publication of advenisement. A copy ofthe Release order will

also be senr to dte client DeparOmenr. The RO. shall contain all relevaut informadooircluding the

name of the Nervspaper:Periodicat to which ttle .dvenisement IIas been released, space, date of

pnblication and advertisement rate.

The client depa[ment should mske Payment ont]' after ensuring physical verification of actual

advertisemem size in rhe concemed publication strictly according ro Release Order. Howeraer' DIPR

will not Garry out verification in any case raher it would be sole responsibility ofthe cli@t depafinetrt'

DIPR shall release tirne to time Iodicative Adv"nisement as per irsmlclion issued by the Finance

a)

b)

c)
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Deparrment, which shall contain surnmary information ofteuder ofvarious de$artrnents aud shall

also prol'ide a link ro the e-Tetdering Website for det iled informariort. .{ny deviadon to the'rule shall be

made only on ihe rvriren request of theAfuinisrati\€ Sectetary of rhe concemed deparmmt highlighting

the special circurnstances warrandug the release ofa separate.{dvertiselleN. Payments for such tndicative

Advertisement shall be made b-v the DIPR for which a separate budgetary allocation shall be provided by

the Fimnce Department. Alltlle display Adve$isements issued by larious departnrents rYould be released

as per standard sizes. However, the payment would be oade to the nenspaperlagencies in accordance

with rhe actual printed size ofthe advertiseurent in the publicatioa I fter receiving bill.

SUPPLY OF NEWSPAPERS/PTIBLICAIIONS TO CLIENT DEPABTMENTS:

Every nervspaper aod publicatiol rvill be obliged to submit one co1ry each of the newspaper carrying the

sdvenbeBent Io the client DeparmenuAgency of government at rhe address Eeorioned in the Release

Order and also to Director. failirrg which payment for the advertisement rvill uot be considered. In addition,

Director may ask for regrlar supply ofspecinren copies ofany empanelled publication.

DATE OF PLIBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

The newspaper rvill be obliged to strictly adhere to the date ofpublication of advertiserients as given in the

Release Order, Publicarion ofadrenisement otl dates other thao thir given in tie release Order, rvill oot be

paid. Any change in date of pubtication may be made only with the prior approval ofthe Director. A

Newspaper,?ublication must inform the DL€ctor withfu Zhours, if it is unable to publish the advertisement

on the due d.te, f.iling rvhich in empanelurelirregistralion may be suspended'

SELECTION OF NE1VSPAPERS AITID OTEER PUBLICATIOITS:

When a requisition for release of a&'ertisements is received from the client DepafimenvAgemy of
goveflrmenr, Director will prepar e a suitable media plan keeping in view the conteut! the ta(get audience of

the advertis€me[t, at/ailability of funds and the rccomendations of the DeparmenUAgenry of GovemmEnt

and all Departnents have to adhere to this media plan'

RELEASE OF ADI'ERTISEMENTS TO PERIODICALS:

28.

29.

30.

The Director woutd release advenisemeoB for atry regular issue or in exceptioMl circumstances in the

speciat supplement brought Ou hy any newspaper, periodical or msgazine on BOC/DPR rates. rvhlch will
be based on the circulation ofan-v publicatiorl The Dir€ctor, keeping in view the publicity i$pact. may also

release advenisemenrs on Commercial Card/Offered RaIes/DPR Riltes for any specialbccasion in rcgular

issue or special suppletnents brought oul by any publicatio&newspaper even if it is not rcSistered.

3r.
A trade discounr @l5o'o would be applicable to all Category ad\ertiseurents released by Dkector to all

publications. 1596 discou$*'ould be taken from all &e newspapers publications or BOCDPR rates byall

the Deparrmetrtslcovr. agencies in case bill is raised direcllv to theru by the nervspapers against classified

advertisemeots.

32. GUIDELIhIES FOR ADVERTISEMEJYT COTIIEDIT:

l. The Director while actiug as the rodal agency for releasing aJvenisemetrts, would not only perform

professiotal work such as designing, selection ofNewspapers Periodicals. space bookiog aud

placement ofadveniseme[t etc.. but its decision regarding release of such advertisement to atry

Newspaper/Periodical would also be final.

2. The Departrneots/Agencies should send its request at least four working days ia advance and in
emergetrt cases. one workirg day il advance to the Director.

3. The coffent ancl design ofany adl'enisemed would be the exclusire concem oftll Cfient. However,
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Director may redesign and rephrase the coolents to improve or appropriately convey the message

and objectil'e of the adl'enisemeot.

4. Th. Director ma,v on is own oronthe rc+lest ofD@rtrnetrtyAgencies release displayadveniserems

on various important occasions such as Independence Day, Republic Day, Death or Birth Anaiversary

ofprominent Narional and St$c kaders, Festivals aad other ioporiant occasions/evenrs aud ol the

Policies, Prograrnmes and achievemenb ofthe State Government Agencies.

5. Adveniseurents may be released iu furtherance of various publicil)'carnpai$s laulched in the State

from riup to time.

6. Adverdsemens nuy also be released on other important occasions like inaugurations or foundatiotr

stone laying ceremonies ofvorious projects and such furportant occasion/eYents as the Goverrunent

may decide to publicise.

7. Advenisements nuy also carry the 4peaymessage ofthe President ofludia, PrimeMinister, Govemor,

Chief Minister, Deputy Chief Minister, Minister or any other dignitary holding any Goverruuent office

or persons relerant to the occasion, The relevaot persons ruy be the person who has been invited to

prcside over the funcrion. inaugurate the frrnctiooproject or to lay the found.tioo stone ofthe poject

or important persons in ltouout ofwhom lhe fuoction/project has beeu orgaoked.

8. Display advertisemerts, $hich in one way or the other' highlight programmes, policies' vision aad

achievements of rhe Stare, the visuals or photographs of aoy appropriate/relevant NatiooaUstale

leader or arry oorer promheot pasouality, whose ideals and life-sketch suits the occasion. may also

be used. The prominent personality here may be any role model ia public life. The basic objecdve of
using the photographslsketch or syrabol ofany such promineDt pe$onalit-v would be to give effect

and wider acceptabilitv to the message canied through these adtertisements. r

9. Display advenisernent may be issned to generate a feeling ofpanicipation in the democratic pmcess

amongst all sections of the society, motivate and inspire the youtrger generation and make them feel

proud of the hisrory of the country, our lesders/trendsetters and ro cherish the ideals set forth by

them.

lO. Ca[xpaigns musr be designed to create awaretress amoDg lhe people about various policies.

progratnmes aud achievements ofthe State Governmenl. Thlough such advenisements, the

Srate Governmert communicates with irs citizens and it plays au integral part in disseBination

of information. rvhich is essential in a democracy.

I I . All campaigns should be relevant to Govemment responsibilities.

12. CampailB msterials should be presented io an objective, fair and accessible rnanner and be designed

to meet the objectives of ttre campaign.

I 3 . Campaign material should be objective and not dirccted at promoting aoy polhibal interest.

14. Campaigns should bejustified and undenaken in an efficient. effective and relqlant manner.

15. Campaigns must comply rvith legal requirements, procwementpolicies and procedures.

AUTHORITY: covemrnent uay au&orise any officer of the Departmeot of luformation and Public

Relations to carry out any functions of the Direcmr under $is policy.

EXEIETIONS: The Municipal Councils (excluding Municipal Corporation) are exoupted tomreleasing
their advertisements tlrough Director to the nue 0fRs.50,000 (Rs. Fifrr-. Thousaod only) per advenisement,

provided they obtain NOC fronr the Direcior. prior to release.

Go\€rnme[r may exempt any agency from the rcqukement ofprior appro\,"l ofedvefiisement by Director
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aad release advertisenrents through Director from time to time. sub.rect to conditions and limitations as it
may speci$.

35. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: Government agencies rvill follor,,, the.A.dvertisernent PolicyrNorms as

laid down by the State Govemnrent, from tirne io time. Efforts should be made to adhere to the overall
nredia stfatery of the Deparunent to emure maximunr coverage aI optimum cost. Horrever, in specific

cases where the Director wishes to rnake a deviation from these nonns, full and deailed justification

should be given while placin-e &e order on case to case basis. Any issue which is not covered ia the

Advenisement Policy rvould be taken up separately with approval of the competent authoriry.

sd1-

RANIYI& IAS

Chandigarh Secletarv to Government of Punjab.

The l2th January, 2026 Department of Iufonuation & Public Relations.

3617/l-2026/Pb. Gott. Pres.s, S.A.S. Nagar


