Term of Reference  for Study on Parho Punjab Programme , Study on Students’ Teachers’ Time on Task & Study on Preparedness of State of Punjab for the Enforcement of RTE ACT, 2009
· Introduction:-  Under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, which is a flagship  programme of Govt. of India and which was launched in 2001-02 in the state of Punjab for universalization of elementary education for all children in the age group 6-14 years, several initiatives have been taken to improve school access and provide quality education at elementary level. Parho Punjab Programme  for primary &        Science ,Maths and English Projects for upper Primary schools, in- service training of teachers, on-site academic support to teachers in the classroom, provision of supplementary teaching – learning material are some of the prominent activities under SSA for enhancement of quality of education .  
                                 There are 13397 Govt. Primary Schools and 6235 Govt. Upper 
Primary/Middle schools in the state of Punjab. Classes 1-5 constitute Primary Schools and classes 6-8 constitute Upper Primary/Middle Schools.
· Objectives for study on  Parho Punjab:-

· To study the actual use of material developed under Parho Punjab and the Conventional Textbooks in the classroom.

· To study whether or not the presence of two learning systems, namely Parho Punjab and the Conventional Textbooks increase the work load of teachers and add to the students’ burden of learning?.

· Is integration of both the systems possible through incorporation of the Parho Punjab Material in the regular textbooks.
·  Objectives for study on  Time on Task:-
· To find out the broad pattern of tasks or activities performed by the teachers and students of Primary and Upper Primary and the proportion of time spent by them on these activities during class period.

· Objective assessment of the time of teachers and students that is properly utilized in schools and during teaching period.

· To assess the wastage or inefficient utilization of time of teachers and students in school and during teaching period.

· To find out the difference if any, between activities of boys and girls; students of different classes and students studying in schools in urban and rural areas.
· To find if there is any association between various patterns of tasks and activities and the scholastic achievements of Students
· Objectives for study on  Preparedness of State of Punjab for the Enforcement of RTE ACT, 2009:-
· To study as to what steps have been taken by the Punjab Government to  enforce the statutory provisions of the act.
· To study various difficulties and obstacles coming in the way of implementation of the Provisions of the RTE ACT, 2009.
· To suggest ways for effective implementation of the provisions of the RTE ACT, 2009.

· Sample Size:-

·  5% of total schools including 3% rural and 2% urban will constitute the sample size. District wise no of Govt. schools may be seen from       Website: www.ssapunjab.org.
· Research Tools:-

· Researchers will finalize the research tools in consultation with the State Project Office for SSA, Punjab.
·  Time lines for Studies:- 

1. Research tools will be finalized in consultation with State Project Office  within 30 days of Issuance of work order.

2. Training of investigators, Field Investigations and Data Collection will be done within next 45 days .

3. The compilation of data its analysis and report writing will be done in next 45 days .
4. Preliminary Study report will be submitted within 5 months of work order.

5. Final report along with soft copy and  at least 60 hard copies would be submitted within 6 months of work order 
·   Payment Schedule:-
a) First installment of 30% of total cost:  on finalization of research tools.

b) Second installment of 30% of total cost: on submission of preliminary report. 

c) Final installment of 40% of total cost: on submission of final report, 60 copies of report and the soft copy thereof.
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