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DrManoj Murhekar, M.D
Director

To

Secretary (H&FW)
Department of H&FW
Government of Punjab
Chandigarh-160009

Respected Sir/Madam,

3T W T IR - T FfeE W Remer geunr
WHW' TyaqTeT

ICMR-NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EPIDEMIOLOGY (ICMR-NIE)

Department of Health Research
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India

Date: 29 Ioﬂ /2025’

Subject: Request for Support in Cdnducting the Global Youth Tobacco S}lrvey

(GYTS-5) in Punjab

Greetings from the ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology ICMR-NIE), Chennai.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW), Government of India, is undertaking
the fifth round of the Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS-S) across all States and Union
Territories. This school-based survey focuses on adolescents aged 13 to 15 years studying in
8th, 9th, and 10th standards, with the objective of understanding patterns of tobacco use and

related risk factors. The findings will provide critical evidence to inform and strengthen

tobacco control strategies in India.

~ GYTS is a global surveillance initiative implemented in over 180 countries to monitor

youth tobacco use and associated detevrmi.hants. India has actively participated in all previous
rounds of GYTS, contributing valuable data that supports both national policymaking and the
global tobacco control agenda.

The ICMR—National Institute of Epidemiology, Chennai, is designated as the National
Nodal Agency for implementing GYTS-5. The Additional Secretary (Health), MoHFW, has
already communicated with all State/UT Health Secretaries (D.O. No. P.16014/01/2024-TC,
dated 27th March 2025), seeking their cooperation for this important public health activity
(copy enclosed). '

The survey is planned to be conducted during January and February 2026. The list of
selected schools for GYTS-5 in your State/UT is also attached herewith.

R-127, 8T HET AT, TNHB, 39T H, Veald — 600 077, AR Tel: Director’s office: +91 44 26136 204

R-127, Second Main Road, TNHB, Ayapakkam, Cherinai— 600 077, India

#25YearsofICMRNIE
Website: www, nie.gov.in

+91 44 26136 201

Email: ,qimc‘tor,nia.@,icmr..gqv.,'i n
manojmurhekar@nie.gov.in



In this regard, we kindly request your support to:
* Facilitate coordination with the State Department of School Education to obtain the necessary
permissions for smooth implementation of the survey,
L. Nommate a nodal officer from your State to coordinate GYTS-5 activities and sharing the
details of the nominated officer with The Director, ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology,

Chennai at director.nie@icmr.gov.in.

We look forward to your support and gu1dance for the successful implementation of
GYTS-5in your State/UT.

With warm regards,
/3}&\
murhekar

Director
ICMR - NIE

Enclosures:
1. Letter from Additional Secretary (Health), MoHFW (D.O. No. P.16014/01/2024-TC,

~ dated 27th March 2025)
2. The list of selected schools for GYTS-5

Copy to:

Mission Director (NHM) & Department of H&FW
Government of Punjab
Sector 38-B, Chandigarh - 160036
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- Government of India
wela sl Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

- g Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi-110011
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V. Hekali Zhimomi, 1as
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY

D.O. No. P.16014/01/2024-TC
Dated 27t March 2025

bear, Maduo/S,

As you are aware, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare conducts the Global
Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS) to monitor the prevalence of tobacco use, exposure to second-
hand smoking and other indicators that evaluate tobacco control interventions. The survey is
conducted across all states and UTs among students aged between 13-15 years enrolled in
schools.

2 Accordingly, the Ministry is in the process of conducting the fifth round of GYTS
(GYTS-5) and has appointed ICMR-National Institute of Epidemiology (ICMR-NIE), Chennai
as the Nodal Agency for conducting the survey in all the states and UTs of India.

3. In this regard, you are requested to extend your support to ICMR-NIE for conducting
the survey in the identified schools and to issue necessary permission(s) from the Education
Department, and if required, from other Departments of your State/UT. You are also requested
to issue a letter to the School Authorities for sensitizing them about the objectives of the survey
and to encourage their active participation.

4. Tshall be thankful for your support to ICMR-NIE for ensuring the smooth conducting of

this national survey.

With regards,

Yours Sincerely,

(V. Hekal ifnomi)

To,

Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary/Secretary, Health of all
States/UTs

Room No. 254, 'A' Wing, Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi-110011
Tel.: 011-23061706, 23061398, E-mail: zhimomiv@ias.nic.in



