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To

rrts. vD-BE0PpLCfl/2013-3BEtr450410I/{38

Govsrnmert of Puqiab
Deportment of Vlgilance

ffiudget a*d $stabltshment Branch)

All rhe $pecial Chief Secretades, Additional Chief Secremries'

Financial Commissiongr$r' Principal Secretaries, Adtninistrtrtirt

Secretaries in Punjab.

2. All Heads of Departrnentsl BoardslCorporationsl Orgarrisatiorr: trl

Pupjab.

3. The Comrnissioners of All Divisions'

4. 'fhe Registrari Punjab & Haryana High Court Chandigarh'

5. An Deputy Commissioners,of Funjab.

Dated. Chandigarh: 7.?' o\{'?a)d

Insrrctions regnrdirg Grant Of $*nction for Prosecution in re"pect ol'

Corruptlon Csses within statutory timB limit'

l.

$ubjcct:-

**t|+t***

Sir,

I have been directed to invite your attcntion on the subject noted above

and to say that the Hon'.ble Punjab and Haryana High Court in CWP-8972'2026 in case

titled as Manjit Singh vs state of Puniab and others vide its order dated 27 0J 2016 r"s

observed as under:'

,,lt is evldenf ff?ot Authoritieq, atthe most, can withhold sonctiotl lor .120

doys from the dste of ieceipt a! prapasol. tn the present cose, proposol wos receiveci ttn

XZ;0i.202q and IZA days expired on X2.O5,2024. There was deemed sanction under

Sectionzfg gArSS thouih under Sectlon 19,of PC Act there wos no deemed sanction- Ttte

Government under Secttan 79 of PC Act hos been as\d to endeavour to qrant sonction

within 9 rnanths, howe:ver, pr1viSlOn iS nOt mOnd1tOry and conSequences ore not

prescribed. ln any esse, the soid thrae months periad cannat be stretched for yeors

whkh has happened in the prtsent case.' 
,

Z, in cornpliance with the above ordert of Flon'ble Punjab and Haryana High

Court and in continuation of earller lnstructions regarding Prosecution Sanction vrde

letter no. VD*BE0ESTB(VD}/812022-588483.187, dated 10.04.2023 (copy attachcct

issued by this department, it is directed to inform you that there have be3n scr oi'

delays ln according SanCtion fOr prosecution under section 19 of the ['.C '\ci l.;\ :'r''

competent authorities' The statutory time limit presecribec! for granl oi [:'rotilr-:::'''r

Sanction under section 19 of The Prevention of corruption Act, 1988 as f,irlL''l(j"'1 I''

prevention of Corruption (Arnendment) Act, 2018 must be adhered to bv the conrpct('nr

authorities.

Section 19 of The Prevention of COrruption Act, 1988 as arrtt:rirjccJ Dv

prevention of Corruption (Amendment) Act, 2018 contains the following provisions

regarding the time lirnit {or aceording Prosecution Sanction:-

olravided slso tlrot tAe apryrcpriate Government ar any comp€tcnt

outhority shall, after the receipt ol the propasat requlring sonction for prosecution of a

publlc serr7aat under this sub,sectlon, endeovour tA convey the decision on such proposa!

wlthin o period of three months from the date ol its receipt.
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pravided,,,also that in case where, tor the purpose of gront of sanction t'or

prosecutian,,,legat consultation is required, such period moy, for the reoscns ro i:r

3. ltis requested to ensure meticulous compliance of statutory time lrmrt o:

: three months,,{extendable by one more month for legal consultation) as prcsecriberl b';

section lg of The Frevention.of Corruption Act, 1988 as amended by Prcvcntron o'

Corru ption {Arnend ment} Act, 2018,

S, illreqe instructions rnay be brouglrt to the noticc of all conserned.

Ho^+,r
Deputy Secre$gr, Vigilance(ivl )

Snds. NO. vg*BE0POte/#2023-SEEtE45O410l/dAfi Dstecl, Chantligrrrh'-21 tt')e?(

' A Copy of the above is lbrwardEd to the Chief Dirsctor, Vigilancc llttruitrr.

P,unjrb f.or info-rmatiovl sn$,Re0es$0ry eetion '

I'1.r;'U'
Depilt)' Sccre l'1fI' \jigillrrcri \ I 

'

xnds. No, VD-BE0 ?OLCtit2$?3€BEtE450 qwlt 64o Daterl, Chandigarh'- z+ ' 0\{ 2026

A Copy of::the above is fonr--ardcd to the Advocate Oeneral, I'}uniah rr itlr

refertsncs to their D.0- No. ?51 dated 02-04-2026 for information.

t,\;').r
f)errutv Sccrcl:y;1'. \'igil:r trt'c( \ I ru'
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To

Govornmentof Punjab
Iloportmont of Vigilance

(Budget rnd. Eshblirhmont Branch)

All the Additional Chief Sccretaries, Financial Cornnrissr()r1crs.

Principal Sccretaries, Adminfstrative Secretari es i n P urrrj a b.

Alt Heads of Deparnnentsl Board#Corporations/ Organisittitttts tII

Punjah.

3. ilhe Commissioners of All Divisions.

4. The Registrar, Punjab & Haryana High Court Clrandigurh.

5. An Deputy Commissioners of Punjab.

I

Dasdn Chandigorh:: tOIt lzrrl

Guiddingfllffitmctionr rcgrrding G6nt of $ancficn for Prosecution in

rospect of Comlption Cm*c within rtrfutory tlme llmit

No.YD'BH0E$r8rynW2022'5Bv t s 3 - t 8 1

lttlt*t{

l.

2.

Subiccft-

Sir,

I have beeu directed to invitb your attention on the subject rtoted ithrtt c atttl

to $ay thst ths Hon"ble Punjab and Haryana High Coun in CRM-M-40556-2011 itt euse

titled as Kutdip Singh Walia Vs State of Pq{ab vide its ordcr dated l5.ll.l()l.l lr;r'

observedas under:-

l,^

$
" The ddluy k inilliltton of the proceeding afects both sides i.e.

complatttant and accused ln calc wtder the Prevention of Carruption Ac't

where more ofienp4blic servents are involved ond due to their fficial,!'lrlr,,.t.
the tswa of datay lus m*tttfacet rantlfrcations. ?he way the cases c:on.sumcd

for applyW and dectdittg the grant of sanction to praseuilr netds ttt ht'

look*d into at Secretary l*vel. It would be desirable it'the guidt'litrt:.' ttr,'

-L framed pres*ribW tlw tlmc lrame in *hich ths sanction to pro.rec:ulc i.,

L 
apptiedfor od deefdcdtltereqfier,"

I In complianrc with the above ordsrs of Hon'ble Punjab and ilar1'arra lliglr

I Court and in sontinuotion of qrlicr instructions regmding Prttscctttion Srtrtcliott ritlt'
? lefier no,l9/4199-3BB/61?090/t dated 28-10-2015 issred hv this dcprrrrrrrurrt. lt r'

dirccted that tlfe statutgfy timc limit prescribed tilr grant ol'l'roscettliott S:rtt,rr,'rr r,r!,1,I

'SWtiOn 19 Of The Prevention Of COmrption Act. l9tlt{ as iullcrl(lt:(l h\ I't'r.'rr'trl11'11 'rl

Comrption (Amendmen$ Act, 2018 must be adhered to b.v" thc r:()nrputL'nl ilullt.r'irit:'

Seetion l9 of The Prevention of Comrption Act. 1988 as rttnctttlctl l''r

kvention of Comrption (Amendmcn$ Act, 2018 contsins thc lbllorvirlg ptrrr istitrr:

rogarding the time limit for according Prosecution Sanction:-

" PrAvlded AISO tllrlt the appropriate Gwernment or utn, (:t),,tltt'ti'ttt

AUtMrt y *lwll, qSer tha recalpt of the proposal requiring sanctitttt /itr
prosecatton of a ptbltcservant uader f&ls su&-seclion, endeavour to .'ottv./t

the dec isian on slrr;h proposal wtthin a priod of thre e mon t hs .fro m {h e d tt r t'

a-,.H ro7,

It,
$
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of its receiPt. :

sanctionfor proseadlon ligal coruulntion is required, such periotl tttov

fg the reasons to be recotded ia writing, be extended h)' a .filt'rlu't' l'tt't'iot I r 'i

one month "

Z. Hon'ble Suprerne Court of tndia in case titletl as Vijny llajnroh:rn Vtrstts

$trte reprecontcd by th* Itrspestor of Pplis" cBl, ACB, chennni, Tamil Narlu 1022

AIR ($upreme Court) 4fl4 vide its jUdgglcnt datcd I1J,0.2072 has considcrcd thc

timclines pr€$qribsd in hwcntion of Com"rption Act"l988 as amended hy l)rt:vcrttitttt ol'

Comrption (Amendmsnt) Act, 2018 for g6ntofpro$$cution sanction.

l. The Hontle $uprerno Court of,India in the aborre said. judgment has

clarified that the period of thrae montrlls (extendable by one more month fcrr lcgal

consultation) under Section 19 of dr ireventlon of Comrption Act, 198.8 for thc

Appointing Authority to decide Upon I rsflusst for sanstion is mandntory. Further. it has

bcen hcld that thG compstsnt authorttj shdl be accountable for the dola"v- anrl be

tubject to judicial review and *daihissative action. It is rcquestcd to crtstrrc

o,rtioolou* conrplianoe of snnrtory time limit of thrce months (extendabte b\ une rttt't'c

mouth for legal consultation) as prescribed by section l9 of Thc Prevention ol'(iorrttptit'n

Act, lg88 as ammded by Prevention of Qomrption (Amcndment) Act. 20 | 8 itt r ir.'rr .l
fte order ofHon'ble Supreme Court in the above judgemcnt.

4. these instructions may be brought to the notice ot'all conccrnctl.

Endr' N()'vF ns0nsrB(vDys/2022'5Bn' I tr t Dated: Chandigarh, tolQ lz.z t

A Copy of the above is fordaraeA to the Chief Director, Vigilance Rttreau.

Punjsh Chandigarh with a direcdon to ensure completion of the Investigation rvithin

ttrree months time, within which a refwnce should go to the concerncd Adntinistrirtir c

Department seeking grant of sanction for prosteution.

L"^t**t' ('-#- 
r<,rt,r?r,

Undcr Set'retarY. Vigilantc' ' 'lr(,'

ir
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I l. 9e0q$m Ft p. to_"s"-esu$.pn

(a) The Mgilance Bureau / the lnvestigaling Officer shan L.()nrpletc trr1,

' investigation within THREE months time, within whrch a reference

siould go to the conoemed Administrative Departmenl seekrng

grant of sanction for prosecution.

(b) The competent authotity shall decitte within two months trom the dare ot rtre

reference made to them by the Vigilance Department the rssue regardrng

grant of sanction for proseartion. The competent authority shalt normalty rety

upon the rnalerial./documents made available by the lnvestigating of{icer(s)
(c) The conrpetent authodty shall not hold any pa{allel cr tietcl c|L.rur,\,, 1.), irrts

purpose of granting prosecution.

(d) ln cases where the sanclion for prosecurion has been drrraypr:j rr:rrr... ; .,..

matter shall be placetl before the respeaive comrninee for informarrerr

(e) The cases refened to respectlve competent authority for grant of sandron lor

proseculion will bo rnonitored/followed up by the Secretary Vigitance direcrt.v

with *re concerned Admlnbtrative Depanment.

Ug'--
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(f)TheChiefVigilanceolficerdesigrntedineactrdepanment,shallensurethat

snctlonforprooeeutionisgrantodwithinthetimeperiodspecified.lnthis

behalf,ttreChietVigilaneofficershatlrepresenttheSecretaryVigilancein

respedive departments "

(,'r)d{frfgdr{*fg6ii:19/t+/99-q€(r)ztozg.flrsre.tzooz;.1..i.1
sfi,trJ #Edt 8sdt ?rrs qE,r* ffs f,a i tr€r-s a6 fI5,E 'o{o}TE €wiq a'

1}Thedecisiontograntornottogr'ntprosecutionsanctionshouldbetakenon

the basis of reord and result of investigation sent to the Administrative

DepartfiEntby$einrlesilgatingNgencylVigilanceDepartment.Howevertlre

competentauthoritymaygrantpersonalhearingtotheacdsedinthemaiter.

2)Thecompeterrtauthorityshouldpassdetailedandspeakingorderswhile

relusing or grading prooecution sancdon'

3)The@sesshouldnotbedelayedatthelevelolAdministrativeDepanment

whensentforprosecrrtionsanction.Generally,thecasesshouldbedecided

wihintwomonthstimefromthedate,thereferenceismadebytheVrgrlarrce

DePalmlent'

4)Althoughtthegrantorrefusa|ofprosecutionsandioniSamatterwithinthe

sole discteton of the competent aulhority. However the authority can refuse

to grant prosecution sanction lor reasons such as:-

(a)lltheshadorru-witnessisastockwitnessolthepoliceorVigitance.

(b) That comflalnant is rmt a pq6on ol good tepute'

(c}Wheretheioiningoftwo0azettedotlicersoronetazettedOflicerin

accordance t riB| lnstuctions o' fhe Vigilance Depailment No

,r7119e-t*Y(1)/39OO-tlO5O'Dt' 
6-3-2OOO has not been adhered to

(O) Wfrere the recovery on the whole appears to be doubttul'

(e}lfthereisdearevidencethattherewasamotivetolalselyimpllcalelhe

alleged accused or there was some grudge which the complainanl wa'r

nursing against the employee prior to the dale of the trap' ratd

(f) lf the amount ol bribe demanded appears to be irratronat'

(g}{rg6119/2/2oo5-3sif/2o2o4-2o2o8.f}rs?|.|?.2oo.;iJ..i,],i1
dEttqr trd'ffi ffi tai g ffi A6 fs'l 'rto'Era €uEiq A'-

" ln this' connec{ion ft is neggssary to reiterate thar the iudgment ol the

Supreme.CourtlnthacaseofSuperintendento'Police.CBlVsDeepak

chaudhary,[tgss(t)suJSclTt]hasctarifiedlhatgfant()ls.lnclron.s,r-''.'

anadminlstrativefunctionWheretheevidencecollecledduringrnvesltqaltr.,n

hastob,eplaedbelorethecompetentauthoritywhichlsthentoprtmalar't*.:

sadsfyitselfastowhBtherornottherelevantfactsconstitlJteanoflell(t:}.n

thisvier,rrofthematter,thereisnooccaslton|ol:ilu|l(:lllilq'.|:'.',.t.,'

deparrmentalenquidesorlorgrantingpersona|heallngst)el(.lrC:illfi.!,llt|,1.,'l
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authority reaches its conclusion. Accordingly. lt is once agarn rerteraled th.jt

sudr practices need to be dispensed with in order to ensure early decisron on

cases where sancdon for proseailion has been sought by the Vigilance

Bure6u."

z. ffi fu,qr X,?sAAr 3rt$lf *6rC S {e}A?rS hfritu &, lB38 4{re zolr-

fi. S. rrnS. qo+r rrfrE errrqa rfiffir€rs f*g tr3 ffi e ,rirryEl H'i5iar TrqSH *ae iB

Eu'k @ HEi* ffi e furflS Etifr fi$roBtrg u6EE atrsaeretrf, ;r'd f,*')r
ar6ur qil:-

The prosecution must send the entire relevant record to the

sanctlonlng authority including the FlR, disclosure staterncntl,.

statements of witnesses , recovery trrefiro\. rlr af I

charge sheet and all other relevant material . The record scl ',errl

should also contain the material/ document, if any,

which may tilt the balance in favour of the accused and

on the basis of which, the competenl authority may refuse

. sanfiion.

(bl The authority itself has to do complete and conscious scrutinv of the

whole record so produced by the prosecution independently

applying its mind and taking into mnsideration all the relevant

fac* before grantof sanction whiledischarging its dutv to

give or withhold the sanction.

(c! The power to gant sanction is to be exercised strictly keeping, rn

mind the public interest an d the protection available to lhc

accused aBainst whom the sanction is sought' 
.

(dl The order of sanCtion should make it evident that the autirgrrly n.tti

been aware of all relevant facts/ materials arrd had ;pplrg,l rt'

mind to allthe releYant material.

(e) ln every individual case, the prosecution has to establislr ancl satrslv

the court by leading addence that the entire relevant facts had

been placed before the sanctioning authority and the authotity

had applied lts mind on the same and that the sanction had been

granted in accordance with law'

i. dErfr f{g'df gB ttfd Et l9/t+/99-r+A(1)lo2e. f,d} 16 I 2oo2 ;-ii

i{-Sinr&Bififfi6tgrfi?argri6 a €r$frr'rrt' 3*gfrrn{'A. d sjt 8, r. :} if'r<

g:Cfuti € rrqf5r er faidg s:e.$fr r{Err6, €* Err$x 
"{fira 

S 6 }D{'fE3 r@t '-j'' 
i3

{a?t gel 3* ir E S wstr f€g dY 7'91 xx{w r@td e" an *'rr I Fnlvi r ; r' r; j

mfdq rtfsg8 f Hfr 6tr3 SErrrfA-offo m r-ra-s ii v 3eitffi v'{-c}l'r 
't+lrr 

{ ijir' i'i

r{ffi uq;Tr a EEiryJ ltr Eutie a$art
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