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Subject:

Reference:

1.0

Dated, Chandigarh: 30-10-2025

staries, Additional Chief Secretaries,

Financial Commissioners, Principal Secretaries and Administrative

Secretaries to Government of Punjab.
All Head of Departments of the State;
All Commissioners of Divisions;

 The Registrar, Punjaband Haryana High Court. Chandigarh;

All Deputy Commissioners and District & Sessions Judges and;
Secretaty, Punjab Vidhan Sabha.

Directions for compliance with the judgment of the Hon'ble Punjab and
Haryana High Court in CWP No, 15896 of 2023 - Dr. Saurabh Sharma and
Ors, Vs. State of Punjab and Ors., and related matfers - Implementation,
review, and correécfive actiois. :

FD letter no. FD-FP-10CC(COCP)10/2025-3FP1/1214672 duted: 03/10/2025

1 am direeted to refer to the judgment dated September 13, 2024, of thie Hon'hie

Punjab and Haryana High Court in CWP No. 15896 of 2023 - Saurabh Shasna and Ors. Vs,
State of Punjab dod another. The opesative part of the judgement is reproduced as under:-

2.0

16, Keeping in view the above, the present pefitions
are allowed, The respondents are directed to give the
petitioners the pay scale which they are entitled under the
2016 Rules from the daie of their direct appointment. The
petitioners will also be entitled for arrears of salary as they
‘have performed the duties for the post in question from the
date of their direct appointment, Let the drrears be
caleulated and be extended to the petitioners within a period
of eight weeks fron the date of receipt of copy of this order,

17. At this stage, learned counsel for the petitioners
submit that though the petitioners have claimed interest but
keeping in view the fuct that they are only interested in the
pay scale as entitled to them under 2016 Rules, they are not
pressing their claim for the grant of interest,

The said judgment was upheld by the Division Bench in LPA No. 2977 of 2024

and subsequently by the Hon'ble Supreine Court of India in SLP (C) No. 001158 of 2025.

3&3

Subsequent to the aforesaid judgmient, numerous writ pefitions have been filed by
employees across various Administrative Departinents (ADs) seeki ng similar relief The Hon'ble
High Court has, from time to time, issued directions in various writ petitions 1o the concerned

R e "



ADs to consider and decide the representations/claims of the petitioners in accordance with the
principles laid down in the Saurabh Sharma case,

4.0

This Department has received.copies of speaking orders, court teplies and various

ather references from various ADs in respect. of such cases. Upon exammatwn it has been
observed that:

L

L

- and intent of the judgment, I

In many instances, the factual matrix of the cases is clearly distinguishable from that in
CWP No. 15896 of 2023. Specifically, the pay scales preseiibed dnder the relevant
service rules at the time of reenitment are lower than those provided under the
notification dated 17,07,2020, Cmquently, fixation of pay under the service rules
would result in a lower salary f@r the employees concerned, rendering such cases
inapplicable for the relief graited in the Dr. Saurabh Sharma judgment.

It has also come 10 notice that certain ADs have extended ‘pay scales bsyend the scape ‘
ading to irregular 1mplemeatamns

Ini view of the above.and to efisure uniform, lawful, and judicious implementation

of the court orders while safeguarding the interests of the State exclieque:, the Governmeni
hereby issues the following directions to all Administrative De; Jartments:

I

1L

Defence of Future Cases and Distinguishable Matters. All ADs sball take immediate

- steps 10 properly defend all pending and future court cases where the &m& are distinet

from those in CWP No. 15896 of 2023, Particular emphasis shall be pla%d on eases
where the pay scales under the notification dated 17.07.2020 are higher than those
mentioned in the applicable service rules at the time of recruitment. In such cases,

affidavits/replies shall clearly highlight the faemal distinetioris and argue for non-
applicability of the Dr. Saurabh Sharma judgment.

Review of Already Decided Cases: All ADs shail undertake a conmmhensme review of
all cases already decided or implemented pursuant to directions from the Hon'ble ngh
Court in light of the Dr. Saurabh Sharma judgment, This review shall specifically verify

campliance with the instruetions xssued by this Department dated 03.10.2025,

a) In cases where discrepancies are identified (e.g., grant of higher scales contrary 1o
service rules or beyond the Judgment's scope), immediate corrective actioi shall
be taken. This includes issuing fresh speaking orders after following due process
of law, including providing an opportunity of hearing to the affecied employees
where required.

b) Adjustment of excess payments, if any, shall be initidted in accordance with the
Punjab Civil Services Rules and extant government instruetions.

9 A report. on the review findings and actions taken shall be submitted ‘to this
Department within 15 days from the date of issuance of these instructions.

Assessment for Clarification, Amendment, or Recall of Orders: Duting the
aforementioned review, ADs shall assess whether there is a need to seek clarifieation,



amendient, ﬂélmca@ll of any court erders in light of these instructions and the factual
distinctions observed. If deemed necessary, appropriate applications (e.g:, for review,
recall, or clarification) shall be filed before the competent court without delay.

6.0 All ADs gre directed to nominate a Nodal Officer (not below the rank of Jaint
Seeretary/Deputy Director) to oversee the implementation of these directions and ensute timely
compliance, The Nodal Officer shall coordinate with this Departmient for any clarifieations

uctions are issued with the@ppmval of the competenit authority.

Yours zfaiéttiﬁ’xﬂy,

(SARGJ)
Under Secretary Finange
Bndst. No. FD-FP-10CC(CWP)/202/2025-5FP1/92 Dated, Chandigarh: Jo-10-25
A copy of the above is forwarded to the following for information and necessary
action:-
1) Accountant General (Audi), Punjab.
2) Accountant General (A& E), Punjab., Chandigath.

“Under Seéfetary Finance
12/2025-5FP1/93 Dated, Chandigarh: Jo- 25
A copy of the: absave is forwarded to the fonawmg for ‘information and nécessary
action:-
1) Private Secretary/Special Principal Secretary fo the Chief Minister Punjab,
Chandigarh, .
2) Seoretary/Finance Minister, Punjab, Chandigarh,
3) OSD/Chisf Secretary to Govt. of Punjab, Chandigarh.
4y PS/Additional Chief Secretary Finance, Govt of Punjab, Chandigarh,

Endst. No. FD-FP-10CC{CWP

- nder Secretary Finance
Eudst. No. FD-FP-10CC(C'WP)/202/2025-5FP1/9Y4 Dated. Chandigarh: 30- [0-95

A copy of the above is forwarded to the all the District Treasury Officors/Treasury
Officets in the State for information and necessary action.




