O g fefena O w3 fiagmet ine, Uae
' ;‘- P 8 o, e, fefenr 32, 5E-8, B 1S, 398, MH.ENH.5IT

TS directorscert@punjabeducation.gov.in, 25 &:0172-2212221

(1) 7y firgy fiifeme wigrg (AL /A7) e
(2) AHJ AES Wt UrrE

)i’r)?%‘aa:zvsyno((,g_g 2025 i3t ou . 0F 2028

farr. IrHESt WiEHETS FUSTT (RAS) 2025-2026 Wilts I3 agegs A

JTF'- Departinent of Ediucation in Science And Mathematics, NCERT © Y3d &.F. No. Prog. No.
3/PAB-RAS/2025-26/DESM/6595 fH3T 18.07.20258 AeY Tl

1.0 GuIa3 fen I8 fimrs B ©F 99 &8t 7= A

2.0 NCERT, &2 o8 28 I3 As fein 5 3 IrAed wikHad AUS™T (RAS) HaTfamr
AT 3 I8 2025-26 T IHSS! WiTHES AU HH “Promotion of Tree Plantation
and water conservation” JI

30 JHCS witAsy AUIT © Ulgd uz™ 896 I € A9 ASS' R AIS' © i,
wiftmmat w3 & fenrgght enrgr v As W3 wiS-ens Re 20 3 <0 gy &are
e 1 @ 2R 3 S afowdt TufE B8 HIIRYIS FeH Jear fegst sttt &
AIS 49 T8 IJ ‘EK Ped Maa ke naam 2.0' € ferr fsIemt wigAa It Ig<rfonr Are"
Ji

40 JY BIQE T HSH B NCERT, =1 &G eorgr 7t fomr foger wiaeet w3 fJe
I €9 U39 '8 &8 Ia| fog ferr fsgem NCERT & SEAEe www.ncert.nicin '3 &
Suz=g I

50 JIreIETEsH WoRd gH BIreE Gud3 AIS' T IS w3 d3E J9RS IO
&S hips://forn .qle/ZcludSydHLksvagyA 3 STE" Wellol HEfmir HR| IO 9 3
WUBF IS mE e 3AGIST B8 fer €239 © U39 & 192/6&c/2025 H
10.02.2025 Jd 7ot Jerfest € usger &t 7 |

60 JSfedmi  ©F fageg  fdide w3 IRAST  fed3g g9a
scertgu dancecou 1selling@gmail.com 3 & SHE! TS FEet 7|
&HI- g8 U39

f&ga Hawr, WA T,
Ffeddes, WA g &, Uy

fiis nige &; Ga3 3t ol R 1006
QU3 T G397 Io fafimit § Foo w3 Wal TIE 13 3frmr Aer 3

1. HHJ ﬁ?ﬂ)" Environment Education Programme IS Wﬁ&f&‘/‘/
Aofea Ifedseg

R R R:IRIS e RV b=



(89

Department of Education in Science and Mathematics
F. No. Program No.-3/PAB-RAS/2025-26/DESM/ £59s

Dated: July 18, 2025

Dr. Sunita Farkya
Professor & Head

Subject: Phase-I Guidelines of Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah 2025-26 on “Tree Plantation”,
Sir/Madam,

NCERT has been conducting activities under a PAB (Programme Advisory Board) programme of
Ministry of Education (MOE) entitled, “Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah” since 2018 under which

students in schools perform uniform activities under a specific theme and report on an online
platform developed by NCERT,

During the year 2024-25, the theme of RAS was “Tree Plantation and Water Conservation”,
As per the recommendation by PAB (Programme Advisory Board) of MoE, activities under RAS
2025-26 would be conducted across the country on the same theme as “Tree Plantation and
Water Conservation”. In addition. as per the instructions received from the Ministry of -
Education (MoE), on the call of the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India about “Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam 2.0”, Phase-] activities across the schools of the country would be conducted also in line
with the instructions given in the letter of MoE enclosed with the guidelines as Annexure-'A’.

All concerned are requested to take note of the guidelines and get the activities conducted
accordingly. Also, the outcome of activitics conducted may be reported through the Google Form
developed by NCER'T. The Google Form link for “Tree Plantation” activities is given below:
hitps:/fforms.ele/ZeludSyd H Lksvaq¥A

Yours Sincerely,
iy
P ,_{/‘ L j//.lQ \0 «}'
(Sunita Farkya)
For information and necessary action to all concerned in

States and UTs {SCERT / Directorate of Education /
Organization (KVS, NVS. CTSA, AECS ctc.) and Schools)

Principal, Regional Institute of Education, Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar and Mysore: For organizing RAS activitics by
the students of DM School.
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RASHTRIYA AVISHKAR SAPTAH RAS-2025-26
TREE PLANTATION DRIVE

GUIDELINES
Introduction

Tree plantation is one of the most vital activities for the sustainability of the
environment. Trees play a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance,
improving air quality, and providing habitats for wildlife. These act as a natural
air filter, acting as sink of carbon dioxide and releasing the vital gas oxygen,
which is essential for all living beings on Earth. Additionally, trees help prevent
soil erosion, conserve water, and mitigate the effects of climate change.

Tree plantation is also significant from the point of view of the overall
development of children as responsible citizens with sensitivity to the
environment. Tree plantation drive under the campaign is scheduled to be
implemented by the schools across the country under the aegis of Eco Clubs
for Mission LiFE. Engaging in tree planting would create environmental
awareness regarding its vital role in maintaining ecological balance, absorbing
carbon dioxide, and producing oxygen, besides supporting biodiversity. It will
also provide hands-on experience, allowing children to gain practical knowledge
about biology and ecology in a memorable way. Caring for newly planted
saplings instils a sense of responsibility and encourages a greater appreciation
for nurturing living things. Additionally, outdoor activities such as tree planting
promote physical health and enhance mental well-being by reducing stress and
providing a sense of accomplishment. Each activity also builds teamwork and
collaboration skills, fostering a sense of community feeling among students.
The tree planted by children serves as a living legacy, reinforcing the idea that
their action can make a long-lasting and positive impact on society. The RAS
incorporates tree planting into school activities, enriches students' educational

experiences, and helps them grow into environmentally conscious and
responsible individuals.

Further in alignment with the call of the Hon’ble Prime Minister's to emphasise
tree plantation in the mother's name “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 2.0/
Plant4Mother” this year also, the theme for Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah will be
‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’ 2.0 in the first phase of RAS 2025-26. In his call for the
campaign, Hon'ble Prime Minister urged everyone to contribute to a better
planet and sustainable development through initiative. The country has
achieved a milestone in tree plantation under the ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam’
campaign, and informed that over 52 crore saplings have been planted across
India. The proposed campaign can also align with key national programme
such as MGNREGA, Jal Shakti Abhiyan, Swachh Bharat Mission, and National
Green Highways Mission. Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah encompasses activities
focused on promoting tree plantation and water conservation. The following
guidelines pertain to the tree plantation activity in the first phase by the school
students. As far as the Guidelines for the second phase of RAS 2025-26 is

1
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concerned it will again be on the same theme as it was there in 2024-25 i.e.,
water Conservation.

planting local trees is important to both the environment and the community.
Local tree species are well adapted to the regional climate, soil, and ecosystem,
which ensures their healthy growth and sustainability. These provide essential
habitat and food sources for native wildlife, promoting biodiversity and
sustaining the balance of local ecosystems. It also preserves the area's genetic
heritage by planting local trees and maintaining the indigenous plant species'
unique characteristics and resilience. Local trees are typically more resistant
to pests and diseases, reducing chemical fertilizer use and promoting a
healthier environment. They contribute to the stability of the soil, preventing
erosion and maintaining soil fertility through natural leaf litter and organic
matter. Additionally, local trees often require less maintenance, making them
more efficient and cost-effective for urban, rural, and spectacular landscaping
projects. Furthermore, planting local trees fosters community and connection
to the land. It encourages students to learn and appreciate their surroundings,
instilling a sense of pride and stewardship. This community involvement may

increase environmental awareness and collective effort to protect and preserve
the local system.

Steps For Tree Plantation

Planting a tree involves several steps to ensure its healthy growth and long-
term survival. In this regard, the directives for the purpose of tree plantation
have also been detailed in the document of Ministry of Education on “Ek Ped

Maa Ke Naam”. In this document, the implementation strategy in three phases
are as follows:

Phase 1: Preparatory Phase (01.05.2025 — 04.06.2025)

o Formation of District-level committees headed by DM/DC for the plantation
drive (in urban and rural areas) comprising DEOs/DFOs/PRIs /ULBs/School
Principals/SMCs/prominent members of the Civil Society for overall
coordination and monitoring of the campaign.

o A state-level Nodal Officer is to be appointed to facilitate smooth and effective
coordination. At the District level, DEO serves as the single point of contact.

Comprehensive analysis of the number of seedlings required for plantation at

the school level. To be compiled at Block /District levels. (Approx. 10 crore
saplings required).

Mapping of nurseries, selection of fruit-bearing,
based on local agro-climatic conditions and ecol
the availability of seedlings required by each Stat
with DFOs/RDD/Horticulture Department et
plant species may be planted).

floral and medicinal seedlings
ogical benefits. Assessment of
e/UT by DEOs in consultation
c. (State-wise agro-climatic



tification of plantation venue by DEOs in consultation with. DFOs/PRIs/
?Egs Eg: school campus, roads leading to schools, homes, public spaces, e.g.
space around Amrit Sarovars.

Development of nurseries in NVS/KVS and other landed schools of the
state/UT Governments for future campaigns. This activity to go on alongside

the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” campaign for one year and thereafter.

Sharing age-appropriate modules on “Ek Ped Maa Ke Nam” by the‘Department
for further circulation to schools, along with an animated v1d.eo on ‘Ek l?ed'Maa
Ke Naam” and a quiz on the environment. This module will prov1d.e insights
into the importance of environmental sustainability, plant species, post-
plantation care and survival etc.

|
Phase 2: Implementation Phase (05.06.2025 to 30.09.2025)

DFOs to visit secondary schools during morning assemblies for talks/sessions,
emphasizing the significance of environmental conservation, addressing the
climate crisis, and importance of tree plantation.

Saplings to be planted collaboratively by students and their mothers. This will
strengthen the bond between student and both their mother and Mother Earth.

Saplings planted to be accompanied by a placard displaying the name of the
student and their mother.

Students to upload selfies of the tree plantation activity on micro-site hosted
on Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE. (Details will be shared soon). .

A QR code may be generated for every separate species of tree planted to
generate digital expertise for dissemination of botanical knowledge.

Amplification of the campaign through digital/social media platforms of
States/UT's/ABs/Departments etc. to encourage wider participation and
awareness.

Phase 3: Post-Plantation Phase
Saplings planted to be taken care of and nurtured by students under the
supervision/guidance of teacher in-charge of Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE.

Post-plantation survey by DFOs and DEOs to assess the survival of the saplings
planted.



Entire detail of the “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam” can also be seen in Annexure-A.

Considering the call of the government to contribute in the said tree plantation
drive all are expected to be a part of the same. Schools willing to participate in

the drive are expected to be in touch of the district level officials for preparation
and implementation.

For the actual tree plantation procedure here are the key steps given below:

1. Select the right sapling: Choose a tree species suited to the local climate, soil

and environmental conditions. Native or local tree species are often the best

choice. Talk to teachers and elders to know which trees grows best in your area.
You may also contact the local forest department officials or a nursery in your
nearby locality. Schools are expected to facilitate such consultation. You can
select teak, tamarind, peepal, or banyan plants and avoid planting shrubs such
as roses, hibiscus, jasmine, banana plants, etc. Students should explore the
local name and the sapling's botanical name; the same may be reported in the
Google form. However, the names of the trees given above are suggestive.
Students may choose trees as a local habitat in the area.

9. Number of saplings to be planted: Plant at least 10 to 15 saplings on the
school campus or nearby, where students can take care of them.

3. Choose the planting site: Identify a suitable location with good soil quality for
planting the settlement in your school/ neighbourhood with the help of your
teacher. Ensure the sides have enough space for the sapling to grow to its
mature size without obstruction from buildings, power lines or other trees.
Check the soil quality and drainage to suit the chosen tree species. Banjar or
usar bhoomi remedial action is required if the current site exhibits poor soil
conditions, such as being classified as barren land. A larger planting pit should
be dug and filled with fertile soil procured from an external, more suitable
location. This approach will provide a more appropriate environment for tree
growth and health.

4. Prepare the soil: Clear the planting area of weeds, grass, and debris. Choose
the soil to a depth of at least 12 inches to help the plants' roots establish. If
necessary, mix in compost or organic matter to improve soil fertility. Take a
picture of this step. '

5. Dig the pit: Dig a pit that is 2 or 3 times wider than the plant's root ball and
just as deep. This will help the roots spread and establish themselves. Ensure

an adult supervises the activity and takes a picture of each step to upload to
the Google form.



Remove the tree sapling from its container: Gently remove it if it has a

container or plastic wrapping. If the roots are tightly bound, carefully choose
them to help them grow outward.

7. place the sapling in the Pit: Carefully place the tree sapling in the centre of

the pit. Ensure the root ball's tap is level with or slightly above the soil to
prevent water-logging. Take pictures of this tab.

g. Backfill the pit: Fill the pit with the soil gently. What are the soil conditions to

help settle it around the roots? Take a picture after completing this step.

9. Water the plants: What plants are appropriately watered after planting? This

10,

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

helps settle the soil and provide essential moisture to the roots.

Mulch around the plant: Apply a layer of mulch (dried leaves, straw, etc.)
around the face of the plant, extending out to the drip line. Mulch helps retain
moisture, regulate soil temperature, and suppress weeds. Keep the mulch a few
inches away from the plant to prevent rot.

Protect the plant from grazing: If you have planted the tree in areas within
the reach of grazing animals, ensure the plant is protected using eco-friendly
twigs, bamboo sticks, etc., around it. After completing this step, take a picture
of the plant.

We may spend a little time each and every day with the planted saplings — to
observe them, to feel them and to understand. Surely, it has something to
tell us. As a guardian it is our gentle duty to give voice to its silence, to convey
its quite whispers into the expression of heart- be it a poem, a verse, a slogan,
a song, a painting or a creative form that speak to our soul. Let’s adorn the
plant with your creation and share GPS-tagged photographs of this living
artwork with us.

Stake the plant if necessary: If it is in a windy area or has a weak stem, stake
it for support. Use soft ties to secure the plant to the stakes, allowing some
movement to encourage strong trunk growth.

Water regularly: Ensure the plant receives regular watering during the first
few years, until it establishes its root system.

Monitor and maintain: Monitor the plant's health and growth. Remove dead
or damaged branches and look for signs of pests or diseases. Continue to water
and milk as needed. Take pictures of your tree every week to record the
progress.

The following steps will help your plant grow into a healthy and thriving part of the

landscape. Make sure to take pictures of the tree at every step.
5



precautions to be followed while planting:

. Wear appropriate clothing: Use long sleeves and sturdy shoes to protect

agajnst thorns and insects.

2. Be mindful of allergies: If you are allergic to plants or insects, take necessary
precautions, such as using insect repellent or wearing protective clothing.

3. Respect wildlife: Be aware of and respect any wildlife you may encounter
during planting.

4. Seek supervision: If you are unsure about any aspect of tree planting, seek
guidance from your teacher or someone experienced to ensure safety and
proper techniques.

5. Avoid over-watering: Ensure proper drainage to prevent water-logging, which
can suffocate roots. .

6. Handle roots carefully: Beat gentle panhandling roots to avoid damaging
them, as healthy roots are crucial for the tree's survival.

7. Avoid planting too deep: Plant the tree at an appropriate depth so the root
collar is slightly above ground level, as planting too deep may lead to root decay.

8. Protect against wildlife: Use tree guards or fencing to protect young plants
from grazing animals such as cows, goats, rabbits, etc.

9. Use of manure/fertilizers: Children should be encouraged to use manure or
compost instead of chemical fertilizers, as they are natural and can harm trees
and the surrounding environment.

10. Monitor growth: regularly inspect the tree for signs of stress, disease, or pest
infection to take appropriate action promptly.

11. Practice good hygiene: Wash your hands thoroughly after handling soil or
plants to remove any potential contaminants.



PROCEDURE FOR FILLING GOOGLE FORM

Filling up Google Form is very easy. You need to have a Gmail account for filling

this Google form.

ave a working Google ID (Gmail), you can open any browser and
copy/ type the following URL into browser:

1. Onceyouh

https://forms.gle/Zclud5SydHLksvagYA

2. Click on fill out form on the front page.

3. This will take you to Section 1 where you will have to enter the Gmail ID
and other student information to proceed further.

]

Data Submission Form - RAS 2025

i T
The name and photo associated with your Google account wall be recorded when you
upload files and submit this form. Your email is not a part of your response.
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Instructions| frémr

Click on the following link and go through the PDF carefufly before proceeding further | R
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upload files and submit this form

* Indicates requited question

Poster of Tree Piantation Driva for Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah 2025-26
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Tree Plantation Drive
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Name of the Student *

Class of the Student *
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Next Clear form



icki i jon 2 of the Form
_ After clicking on Next button, you will be taken to Section 2 of ;
# where you have to fill your State, District and School details like School

Name, Address etc.

School Details | frerera faazor

State/Union Territory | TTo0/3% TTTRIe W *

City /g *

Your answert

Name of District | foreT &7 9 *

Choose -

Block/Town/Sector, Where School i located] ST /<ree/&aey, W81 &pe fud €1 -

OUT aNswW

Select the type of your school ?/3T™ fargTery &1 TR g2 *

Name of School | ferera @17 *
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UDISE Code | J8T3H @IS *

Your answer

Is your school a PM Shri school? / T 3TUeT faremmery f.qw. oft wper 37 «

O Yes
O No

O Idontknow

PIN Code | R T8



Locality of School (Urban/Semi-urban/Rural) | fregrera @1 R (wEdysrd- e/ -
i)

QO Rural | 7T
O Semi-urban | #d-TEd
QO Utban | T

Name of Principal of School /Head of School | fere & UUFTAUS/ SEAE
oo

Your answei

Name of Teacher(s) involved in guiding the activities | frareaTd & 99 &
FYA qTA HATUS/ HEATASH! HT ATH
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Designation of Teacher(s) involved in guiding the activities | frareamnt & *

AT ARTERT S T AU/ SHATTH! BT UG
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Back Next Clear form

5. After clicking on Next buttoﬁ, you will proceed to Section 3 of the Form. In
this section, you have to fill the data for Activity
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Select the 1st sapling for tree plantation/ &TRTqUT ¥ forg wgen qeT g -
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*

Was the soil prepared for sapling of tree plantation 2/&T qm’l‘m &

fore ford) e s e

[ Yes
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6. After this, you have to click on Submit button to finally submit your
Form.

Note: You can check your responses again by clicking on the Back button before
making Final submission. No changes can be made after Final submission of the

Form.

Data Submission Form - RAS 2025

81T URdfd BIH

Your response has been recorded.

Submit another response

12. After submission, a message will be received “Your response has been
recorded”.

13. After this, you may close the window/ tab of your web browser.



Department of Schoo| Educatio & Literac

———> & Llteracy
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam2.0 under the aegis of

Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE

Action Plan:

1. Target:

Student§ to plan.t saplings / seedlings in the school / road leading to school / home/
appropriate public place to achieve the target of 10 crore plantations from 05.06.2025
to 30.09.2025,

2. Implementation Strategy:

The campaign will be implemented in three phases as follows:

Phase 1: Preparatory Phase (01.05.2025 - 04.06.2025)

o Formation of District level committees headed by DM/DC for plantation drive (in

urban, rural areas)  comprising DEOs/DFOs/PRIs/ULBs/School
Principals/SMCs/ prominent members of Civil Society for overall coordination
and monitoring of the campaign. ‘

State level Nodal Officer to be appointed to facilitate smooth and effective
coordination. At the District level, DEO to serve as the single point of contact.

Comprehensive analysis of the number of seedlings required for plantation at

the school level. To be compiled at Block / District levels. (Approx. 10 crore
saplings required)

o Mapping of nurseries, selection of fruit-bearing, floral and medicinal seedlings -
based on local agro-climatic conditions and ecological benefits, assessment of

availability of seedlings required by each State/UT by DEOs in consultation with
DFOs/RDD/Horticulture Department etc. (

State-wise agro-climatic plant
species may be planted)
Identification of plantation venue by DEOs in consultation with DFOs/PRIs/

ULBs. Eg: school campus, road leading to school, home, public space eg.
space around Amrit Sarovars.

Development of Nurseries in NVS/KVS and other landed schools of the
State/UT Governments for future campaigns —

this activity to go on alongside
the Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam campaign for one ye

ar and thereafter,
o Sharing age-appropriate- modules on

“Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam" by Department
for further circulation to schools along

with animated video on Ek Ped Maa Ke

1
e




Naam and quiz on environment. This module will provide insights about

importance of environmental sustainability, plant species, post plantation care
and survival etc.

Phase 2: Implementation Phase (05.06.2025 to 30.09.2025)

le]

DFOs to visit secondary schools during morning assemblies for talks / sessions,
emphasizing the significance of environmental conservation, addressing
climate crisis and importance of tree plantation.

Saplings to be planted collaboratively by students and their mothers. This will
strengthen the bond between student and their mother and Mother Earth.

Saplings planted to be accompanied by a placard displaying the name of the
student and their mother.

Students to upload selfies of the tree plantation activity on microsite hosted on
Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE. (details will be shared soon)

A QR code may be generated for every separate species of tree planted to
generate digital expertise for dissemination of botanical knowledge.

Amplification of the campaign through digital/social media platforms of States /
UTs/ ABs / Departments etc. to encourage wider participation and awareness.

Phase 3: Post Plantation Phase

o Saplings planted to be taken care of and nurtured by students under the
supervision/guidance of teacher in-charge of Eco Clubs for Mission
LiFE.

Post plantation survey by DFOs and DEOs to assess survival of the
saplings planted




Government of India

(Tanmay Kumar) (Sanjay Kumar)
Secretary ‘ Secretary
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Department of School Education &
Climate Change Literacy, Ministry of Education
(Vineet Joshi) (Debashree Mukherjee)
Secretary Secretary
Department of Higher Education Department of Water Resources,
Ministry of Education River Development and Ganga,
Rejuvenation Ministry of Jal Shakti

(V. Umashankar) (Vivek Bhardwaj)
Secretary Secretary
Ministry of Road Transport & . Ministry of Panchayati Raj
Highways ’
(Srinivas Katikithala) (Shailesh Kumar Singh)
Secretary Secretary
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs Department of Rural Development

Ministry of Rural Development

No. 4-1/2025 NAEB
May 16, 2025

Dear Chief Secretary,

On the occasion of World Environment Day on 5" June 2024, Hon’ble Prime
Minister launched the campaign “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam/ Plant4Mother” by planting a
sapling at Buddha Jayanti Park in New Delhi. This initiative, which encourages the citizens
to plant a tree as a mark of love, respect and honour for their own Mother and Mother Earth,



~

struck a deep emotional and cultural chord across the country whilc raising awarencss about
MissionLiFE, sustainable living and other environmental issues. The enthusiastic public
response has reaffirmed and reinforced our collective commitment to environmental
conservation and community participation. In furthcrance of these objectives and building
upon the momentum of last year’s campaign, “Ek Ped maa Ke Naam 2.0” is being launched
across the country on World Environment Day - 05.06.2025 as a nationwide movement.

2 The campaign is envisioned as a ‘Whole of Government and ‘Whole of Society’
initiative with multi departmental and multisectoral coordinated and convergence approach
and its success hinges critically on proactive leadership and coordinated action at the
national, state and local levels.

3. The tree plantation drive under the campaign is scheduled to be implemented mainly
by the schools across the country under the aegis of “Eco Clubs for MissionLiFE from
05.06.2025 to 30.09.2025 coinciding with the plantation seasons across different agro-
climatic regions of the country. Colleges, Universities and other institutions of higher
learning will also be involved in this campaign. To ensure transparéncy and citizen
engagement, all plantation activities will be documented as was done last year, through the
MeriLiFE portal. (https:/merilife.nic.in/). Necessary directions in this regard may be
issued to all the Collectors, Departments, Institutions and Organisations in the State to
ensure that the data regarding the plantation is uploaded on this portal. For plantations in
schools, the data will be captured through a microsite on the Eco Clubs for MissionLiFE
portal of Department of School Education & Literacy (DOSEL) and accordingly with the
MeriLIFE portal (https://merilife.nic.in/) of MoEFCC.
A

4. Besides the plantation by the schools, it is proposed to carty out plantation by the

State Forest Department and other Agencies under Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 2.0 campaign as

was done last year under Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam campatgn launched by Hon'ble PM on the

occasion of World Environment Day on 5th June, 2024 and to also upload the details of the

same on MeriLIFE portal (https://merilife.nic.in/).

5. The proposed campaign also aims to align with key national programs such as
MGNREGA, Jal Shakti Abhiyan, Swachh Bharat Mission, Smart Cities Mission, and the
National Green Highways Mission. This convergence is expected to bring synergy in

resource utilization, outreach, and on-ground impact besides active participation of line
departments. :

6. The current year’s Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch The Rain-2025 (JSA:CTR-2025)
campai.gn also focuses on undertaking plantation/afforestation in water catchment areas
recognizing their pivotal role in sustaining the hydrological cycle. This campai r;
emphasises carrying out plantation activities along water bodies, catchment ::reags



riverbanks, canal bunds, recharge zones, and around Amrit Sarovars to support water

conservation, rejuvenation of traditional water bodies, and ecological restoration.

7. Indicative focus areas of the campaign in the States/UT's arc listed below:

a. Proposed Sites for tree plantation:

iii.

Plantations may be taken up with active involvement of students within and around
school/college premises, degraded forest land or common lands as identified by the
State/UT for this purpose.

Plantation activities may also be promoted at popular destinations, heritage sites, and

pilgrimage centres across the State/UT. Along with this the integration of eco conscious

messaging of the campaign themc on various digital platforms needs to be done with

meticulous engagement of stakeholders for campaign outreach and successful plantation

events.

In the urban areas this campaign may be promoted by identification of plantation sites,
aces under the programs like

such as in parks, green belts, Nagar Van Areas and public sp
' MRUT), National

Smart Cities, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation (A
Urban Livelihood Mission (NULM) and Swachh Bharat Mission with the mobilisation of
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to promote community plantation as part of Urban Planning
and beautification drives.

Identified plantation sites along and on the medians 0

Highways, major district roads and other roadways may be identificd fo

rating plantation drives under ongoing infrastructure and green corridor projects.

f National Highways, State
r taking up and

integ

Plantation activities may be undertaken along water bodies, catchment areas, riverbanks,

canal bunds, recharge zones, and around Amrit Sarovars to support water conservation,

rejuvenation of traditional water bodies, and ecological restoration.

b. Source of saplings: Nurseries are developed and maintained by different Departments in the

Districts under different Government programmes. The saplings for the campaign may be

made available from the nurseries of the Forest Department as well as those of the Horticulture

Department, Urban Local Bodies, Corporations etc. The respective nodal officials of the

concerned departments may be contacted for providing saplings for the campaign.

¢. Social Media Campaign: Integration of eco-conscious messaging of the campaign theme on

various digital / social media platforms may be done with meticulous engagement of

stakeholders for miaximizing outreach and successful plantation events.

d. In urban areas, mobilization of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) may be undertaken to organize

community plantation drives and integration of plantation goals into urban planning and



beauliﬁcat_ion efforts. Women Sclf Help Groups may be involved to undertake plantation
aclivities, maintenance and survival monitoring through AMRUT Mitra initiative under
AMRUT 2.0 in convergence with NULM. Furthermore, Opcration and Maintenance (0&M)
projects related to waterbodies and urban parks may be taken up to mitigate urban heat island
effect, enhance long term sustainability, ecologicaf balance and community engagement.

Micro forests (Miyawaki) technique (brief concept enclosed as Annexu re-I) may be adopted

to create micro-forests in Urban areas.
In rural areas, Gram Panchayats may leverage MGNREGS and rutal development schemes

for land preparation, sapling planting, and maintenance, particularly in degraded lands along

with plantation in vacant community lands and areas under their jurisdiction, within the

overall framework of Mahatma Gandhi NREGA. In addition, the promotion of plantation

activities along the river banks, around Amrit Sarovars, canals, and water catchment areas to

on by the relevant departments.

aid conservation and rejuvenation may be focussed up
tive role in identifying

f.  Gram panchayats / Urban local bodies may be mobilised to play a proac
community lands, carrying out plantations in coordination with schools, and ensuring long-

term care and monitoring of saplings.
8. To facilitate effective coordination, we request you to designate a State -level Nodal Officer and

set up a District Plantation Committee in“cach District under the chairpersonship of the District

Collector/District Magistrate/Deputy Commissioner for smooth implementation and coordination

across departments. Further, all relevant departments and field offices may be advised to align their

efforts with the campaign objectives.

9. Post Plantation Care/Survey: It is cxtremely important to ensure high survival percentage of the

saplings planted not only as part of last year's campaign but also the campaign to be un
your State/UT may devise a standardized protocol for maintenance of not only the

dertaken this

year. For this,
saplings planted last year but also for those to be planted in the current year, and set up a system of
regular review with all the concerned departments, alongside the campaign for this year. This may be

carried out through the above-mentioned District Plantation.Committee.

10. It is requested that a coordination meeting may be taken at your level with all the concerned
officers and agencies for drawing up an Action Plan regarding efficient and cffective implementation
and monitoring of the £k Ped Maa ke Naam 2. 0 campaign as well as to inter-alia arrive at the target
of Micro forests (Miyawaki) plantation sites and the total number of saplings to be planted in each
district within the State/UT in the rural and urban areas. The key elements of the propo(sed Action

Plan is enclosed in the form of Google Sheet at Annexure IL.



(1. It is requested that the aforesaid detailed Action Plan including the information
regarding total number of saplings to be planted by the school children and other agencies
and the number of Micro forests (Miyawaki) sites to be created within the State as part of
the campaign may kindly be submitted by 25th May, 2025.

12.  The nodal officer for the aforesaid campaign within the Ministry, Shri Kamal Jeet
Singh, Deputy Inspector General of Forests (Mobile number: 8126682238; email id:
bh210@ifs.nic.in) may be contacted for any clarification in this regard.

3.  Through “Ek Ped Mau Ke Naam 2.0” we rededicate ourselves to the cause of not
only sensitizing the younger generation to sustainable development but also making them
active participants in greening mother earth. We are confident that under your dynamic
leadership, “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 2.0" would be implemented successfully to not only

honour the spirit of motherhood but to also reinforce our national commitment towards
environmental protection and sustainability.

4. Looking forward to your active participation and cooperation in making the
campaign a resounding success.
With regards,

Encls.: As above

Yours sincerely,

(Tanmay Kumar) (Sanjay Kumar)
Secretary ‘ Secretary
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Department of School Education &
Climate Change " Literacy, Ministry of Education
P
(Vineet Joshi) (Debashree Mukherjee)
Secretary Secretary
Department of Higher Education Department of Water Resources,
Ministry of Education River Development and Ganga,

Rejuvenation Ministry of Jal Shakti



dnenka~ :
Um ¥} \;udd,wﬂ
-l (Vivek Bhardwaj)

Secretary . Secretary
Ministry of Road Transport & Ministry of Panchayati Raj
Highways

(Shailesh Kumar Singh)
Secretary
Department of Rural Development
MTnistry of Rural Development

To

The Chief Secretaries of all States/UTs and Advisors to the Administrator of UTs




1.

Annexure-I

Concept Note
Creation of Micro-Forests (Miyawaki) in Urban Areas

Introduction
Micro Forests are to be promoted in small urban landscapes, to grow dense, fast-growing,

native forests. This should be popularized to maximise flow of ecosystem services in the
limited spaces available in our urban areas, to combat ill effects of rapid urbanization,
pollution, and deforestation by restoring biodiversity and improving air quality.

Objectives
a) Rejuvenate degraded urban Jand and improve ecological balance.

b) Promote biodiversity by planting native species.
¢) Increase green cover in urban areas to combat heat islands.
d) Encourage community participation in sustainable development.

Procedure and Mcthodology

o Site Selection of small or unused patches of land in urban, semi-urban, or rural areas.

e Surveying the local forest fragments and identifying the PNV (Potential Natural
Vegetation) tree specics that are best suited to the conditions.

e Determine the forest community structure i.e. identifying the main canopy and tree

layer species and selecting companion species based on their compatibility with the
key species. This is assessed by looking at local indigenous vegetation and analysis of

forest structures elsewhere in the world.
Soil Survey to be conducted to hélp decide on the type of mulch and soil nutrients

required.
Seeds to be collected from local trees to grow seedlings or obtain seedlings of local

variants of tree specics.

Mulch made from local materials to be applied to protect and nourish the seedlings.
This simulates the protection offered by humus/lcaf litter in a natural forest. At the
same time, the soil and the seedlings to be treated with soil improvers or a mycorrhizal

improver.

Planting of the secdlings randomly and at high density say 20,000 to 30,000 per hectare
instead of 1,000 per hectare, or 3-5 saplings per square meter with stakes for support.
Regular watering and keeping the site weed frec for the first 2 years is a must after

which the forest becomes self-sustaining.



4. ]Beneﬁt.s: I} leads to rapid forest growth (10x faster than conventional methods). It supports
ocal wildlife and enhances carbon sequestration. It requires minimal space and long-term

maintenance. It can be community-driven and suitable for CSR and government projects.
Benefits are categorized below:

a) Environmental: Increases oxygen production, reduces COz, improves air and water

quality.
b) Ecological: Enhances biodiversity, restores local lora and fauna.
¢) Social: Educates communities, especially youth, about sustainability and nature.
d) Economic: Low maintenance cost after initial years, potential for eco-tourism and
urban resilience,

5. Implementation in India: Cities like Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Chennai
have adopted this model through municipal corporations, NGOs, schools, and resident
welfare associations. Support from CSR funds and government initiatives like Smart Cities
Mission have been instrumental in creation of such micro forests in Urban areas.

6. Best examples: Two success stories of creation of similar forests in India are as below-

a)

b)

Govind Nagar, Vadodara: In Govind Nagar, Gujarat, an encroached Area within the
Vadodara Municipal Corporation Land has been reclaimed and turned into a
Biodiversity Park through raising of micro forests. Here 29,000 multi species trees
were planted on 26" October 2024 near the river but on rocky terrain.

National Security Guard (NSG) Campus, Manesar: The campus was carlier
dominated by invasive Vilayati Kikar (Prosopis juliflora) leading to depletion of the
ground water and hindered growth of native indigenous species. To address the issue,
a "Rehabilitation Plan" was made which aimed to restore balance to the ecosystem by
clearing the invasive Vilayati Kikar (Prosopis juliflora) from the selected sites and
replacing it with beneficial native species to revitalize the land with indigenous plants
that promote biodiversity and ecological health. In the selected site, an overall of
32,567 nos. of Native species plants and 20,000 nos. Bambusa Balcooa were planted
and ultimately the treatcd site in the campus was turned into a green area with reclaimed

biodiversity.

7. The nodal officer for the aforcsaid matter within the Ministry, Shri Sachin Gupta, Assistant

Inspector General of Forests (Mobile number: 9899237803; email id: ap224@ifs.nic.in)

may be contacted for any clarification in this regard.

*kok
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F.No. 8-11/2025-EE.12(EcoClub)
Government of India
Ministry of Education
Department of School Education & Literacy

KKk

Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi
Dated:- 21t May, 2025
To,
Director, NCERT
Chairperson, CBSE
Commissioner, NVS
Commissioner, KVS
Chairperson, NIOS
Director, NBB for implementing in NBB

o h Wi

Subject:- Tree Plantation Drive under “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam 2.0”
Campaign on the occasion of World Environment Day — reg.

Ma'am/Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a joint D.O. from eight Secretaries to the
Government of India regarding launch of tree plantation drive under Ek Ped Maa Ke

Naam 2.0” campaign to be launched on 05.06.2025 on the occasion of World
Environment Day.

2. For plantation in schools, the data will be captured through a microsite on the
Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE portal (https://ecoclubs.education.gov.in/) of DoSE&L.
Action Plan in this regard is also enclosed herewith for your ready reference.

3. It is requested that all schools under your jurisdiction may be suitably advised
for smooth conduct of the campaign and facilitate its reporting and monitoring.

Yours faithfully

: ety
Encl. as above ' ) wv*”'”if”/'
GV T

(Surendra Kumar)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India

Tele. No. 23383935
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F. No. Prog No-3/PAB-RAS/2024-25/DESM
Departme"t of Education in Science and Mathematics, NCERT

Date:28.01.2024

Subject: Instruction for Uploading Pictures Regarding Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah

2024-25 (RAS).

Dear SirfMadam,

It has come to our attention that doctored photographs have been submitted as evidence of
participation in the Google form of RAS. Such actions are not only unethical but also
undermine the principles of integrity and transparency, which are fundamental to this

programme.

Rashtriya Avishkar Saptah (RAS) aims to foster genuine environmental awareness and
encourage active participation in sustainability efforts. To ensure the authenticity of
submissions moving forward, it is requested that photographs be uploaded to the Google form
using the GPS CAMERA App, which provides information about the date, time, and precise

location of the place in the photograph.

This app is available on the Google Play Store, and the link for downloading it is as follows:
https://play.goog?e.com/store/apps/detaiIs’?id=com.gpsmapcamera.geotagginglocationonpho

(o&hi=en_iIN&pli=1

A SCERTSs and school authorities are advised to take note of this matter and implement the
necessary measures.

Ve appreciate your cooperation in upholding the integrity and transparency of this
rrogramme

1 _V:'Vu- o
/l < L ; ~ .
- \\ - &
-—(Dr. Sunita Farkya)
Professor & Head, DESM

-1

- - ~
o Y
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