-~

1)
P- 11057/17/2018-Education (—
Government of India
NITI Aayog
(Education Vertical)

dhkik

NITI Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated: 11'* June, 2024

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Regarding P.N.Panicker Foundation Reading Day / Digital Reading Day-
Month Celebration-2024. :

The undersigned is directed tol forward a letter dated March 9, 2024, nlong with a Report on the
Activities dated April 15, 2024, received from the P, N. Panicker Foundallon concerning the above-
mentioned subject (copies enclosed) for further necessary action at your ci{d.

2. NITI Aayog has been providing support letters to the Foundation ﬁlL‘some years. Considering
that the matter is related to literacy / Reading Day / Digital Reading Diy-Month activities, it would
be appropriate for the Department of School Education, Ministry of |-ducation, to take [urther
necessary action for dissemination to States to undertake the activity in an ippropriate manner.

-~ (Harshit Mishra)
Depuly Adviser(Education)

Encl.: As above

To:

\\"’yfhe Secretary, : _
\‘“ Department of School Education & Literacy, Rrem sherd /1. of Education
- Ministry of Education,
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. 13 1N 2024
T/ SOANNED
Copy to:

" P.N. Panicker Foundation,
Krishnalaya, Opposite Govt. Arts College,
Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala — 695014,
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Krishnalaya, Opp. Govt.Arts College, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapiram-685 014
Phon:yi 2n328560. 2322426, 2724944, "'132426

\ Moblle : 94470-64944 Fax : 0471-2322 126
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AN
'R¢": P.N. Panicker National Reading/Digital Reading Day-Morith C*lebrations 2024

-
Shri. B.VR. Subrahmanyam IAS Bzt
—Ghief Executive Officer ?Pé;';’ M%VJ

We put on record our gratitude and appreciation for your kind gesture by providing gracious,
support for the National Reading Mission activities initiated by Govt. of Kerald and
P.N. Panicker Foundation in 1996 which was later made into.a country wide movement with
the gracious support of Shri. Narendra Modiji, Hon’ble Prime Minister 1/f India, He himself
came down to Kerala and gave us his unstinted support to this movement,

This unique development programme of inculcating Reading and Digital It eacling habit among
the school/college students and under privileged population is now supported by NITI
Aayog, Govt. of India had become an important and meaningful activity for universalization
of education throughout the country. As per the direction of Hon’ble I'rime Minister, now
the programme has touched 310 million population of the country spread in all 28 states, 9
Union Territories and 9 foreign countries. The Hon’ble Prime Minister wanted us fo reach
400 million population by the close of 75th anniversary of Bharat Reputblic. We seek your
blessings and support to reach this enviable target,

. For the past seven years NITI Aayog used to issue létters to all Chiel Secretarigs of the

States, Ministries of Higher Education and School Education of MHR D eic hightighting’
the importance of Reading and Digital Reading to seek their support to 1each the unreached
with the message of reading and development for inclusive education.

Wi'_ch this background.we request you to kindlyissue a similar cirGular done in the past to all
Cliief Secretaries of the States, Ministry of Educationi(School Ediication and Higher

Education) etc to create a joyful reading culture throughout the country to strengthen our
reading habit for knowledge empowerment.

With respectful regards

aioras

Vice Chairman

.|“ A .,q V\lebsite:www.pnpanidterfouqdaﬁnn.org e-mail:pnpanickerfuundation@gmail.com N
No, PNPE/KRL/GEN/101/2024/1373 | 09-03-2024 ‘»( :
i .
>
N\
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PM’s address at the launch of PN Panicker Reading Day
Reading Month Celebration
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It gives me great pleasure to be here on the occasion of the inaugutation of reading
month celebration. I thank and congratulate the P.N. Panicker foundatiun for organising
this. There can be no joy greater than reading and no strength greater tlnn knowledge.

Friends.

Kerala has been a torch-bearer and inspiration to the whole nation in the field of
literacy.

The first 100 percent literate city and first 100 percent literate distric! have been from
Kerala. Kerala was also the first state to attain 100 percent ptimary ediication. Some of
the oldest colleges, schools and libraries of the country are also situated in Kerala.

This could not have been achieved by Government alone. Citizens and social
organizations have played an active role in this remarkable achievemel. Kerala has set
an example in people’s participation in this regard. I admire the work ol people like late
Shri P.N. Panicker and his foundation. Shri P.N. Panicker was also |he driving spirit
behind the library network in Kerala. He did this through Kerala Granilhasala Sangham
set up by him in 1945 with 47 rural libraries.

I believe that reading and knowledge should not be limited only to work related aspecfs,
It should help develop habits of social responsibility, service to the nnlion and service
to humanity. It should cure the evils in society and nation. It should spread the idea of
peace along with respect for unity and integrity of the nation,
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It is said that one literate woman can educate two families. Kerala hns set an example
worthy of emulation in this regard.

I learn that PN Panicker Foundation together with a number of Government agencies,
private sector entities and civil society organisations, is leading an inftlative of reading.
Their target is to reach 300 million under-privileged people by 2022, The main
objective of this mission is to promote reading as a means to grow and prosper,
Reading can help broaden one’s thinking. A well-read population will help India excel
globally,

With the same spirit, [ had started a similar movement by ndine of VANCHE
GUJARAT when I was Chief Minister of the State. It means “Guijirat Reads™. I had
visited a public library to motivate people to read. The movemenl turgeted the young
generation, in particular. I also requested citizens to think about building a ‘Granth-

Mandir” - a temple of books — in their village. This could be started with 50 or 100
books.

1 appealed to people to give a book instead of bouquet as a greeting. Such a move can
make a big difference.

Friends!

From the time of the Upanishads persons with knowledge have been espected through

the ages. We are now in the information age. Even today, knowledge 5 the best guiding
light.

I'am told that as a pilot project of Digital Libraries, Panicker Foumlation js working
with 18 public libraries in the state in collaboration with Indian Public Library
Movement, New Delhi.

I would like to see such a reading and library movement in the enfire country. The
movement should not be limited to make people literate. It should try io achieve the real
goal of bringing social and economic change. The foundation of gzood knowledge
should be followed by a super-structure of a better society.

I'am happy to note that the State Government has announced 19th hine as the reading
day. Obviously, a lot of effort will converge to make this a popular actlvity.

The Government of India has also provided support to the activities of [he foundation, I

am told that about 1.20 crore rupees have been given to the foundation in the [ast two
years.

I am also happy to see that the foundation is now focusing on digital lileracy. This is the
need of the hour,

Friends!

I believe in people’s power. It has the capacity to make a better society rind nation.

I urge every young person in the audience to take a pledge of readlng, And enable
everyone to do so.

Together, we can once again make India a land of wisdom and knowlede. Thank You!



Prime Minister
MESSAGE

It is most heartening to learn about P.N. Panicker Foundation’s initiative
to celebrate the habit of reading by observing Reading/Dijsital Reading
Day on June 19, 2022 and following one month as Rending/Digital
Reading Month, as part of Amrit Mahotsav,

Reading is a virtue that deepens our thoughts and perspectives and at the
same time, empowers individuals, societies and nations. Be it for

knowledge, or for enjoyment, serious reading, or for leisure, its benefits
are diverse.

Books have for long been believed to be an individual’s best fiiends.
The richness of philosophy, language and literature showcases the
intellectual prowess of the people. India’s socio-cultural ethos has been
marked by an unbroken tradition of knowledge acquisition. ( Jur scriptures
say, I [Fem a5 73, meaning there are no eyes similar to learning.

Keeping pace with digital technology, the inclusion of digitul reading as a
part of the celebration will go a long way in strengtheniny, the habit of
reading among the youth. The popularity of digital books and audio books,
that can be heard, is redefining the habit of reading in the 21" century.

Heartiest congratulations to everyone associated with the Foundation for
organizing the Silver Jubilee celebrations of P.N. Panicker National
Reading/Digital Reading Month,

May the celebrations inspire people to take to reading in even larger
numbers, making it a part of our daily lives.

Greetings and best wishes to P.N. Panicker Foundation for Iis endeavour.

(Narendra Modi)
New Delhi

W 26, TF YT 1944
16" June, 2022




Prime Minister

MESSAGE

[ am really pleased to learn about the 25" PN Panitker National
Reading/Digital Reading cclcbration organized by PN Panicker I'oundation on
19" June, 2021 to commemorate the annual remembrance day of
Late Shri PN Panicker.

Knowledge and wisdom have always been the driving force in our society.
Reading is onc of the most powerful tools to broaden the hurizons of our
thinking and cnhance our knowledge and awareness. It also hels in enriching
our expression. nurturing our imagination and creativity.

The sceds sown by Late Shri PN Panicker to make reading a sovial movement
through a network of libraries in Kerala are bearing fruit today. PN Panicker
Foundation®s endeavour to reinforce the habit of reading througl the National
reading/digital reading cclebration among the people is laudable.

Popularising digital literacy will help in reaching out to a larger section of the
society. particularly the under-privileged and the disadvantaged. Digital tools
ike audio books are transforming the reading habits of people. particularly
youngslers.

May the cclebration nurture reading into a people-led movement und help build
a knowledge nation and knowledge society.
I am sure that the celebration will encourage people in Kerala and throughout

the country to encourage each other to grow and prosper by making reading an
integral part of our daily life.

Best wishes to PN Panicker Foundation for all success of the National
Reading/Digital Reading celcbration.

N

(Narendra Modi)

New Delhi

Y 2], 9 Taq 1943
June 11, 2021

Shri N. Balagopal

Vice Chairman. PN Panicker Foundation
309. Sangeeth Nagar

Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram

Kerala- 695014
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Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.

Annexure

of Andhra Pradesh-,_ Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar-79111

of Assam, Dispur-781000

of Bihar, Patna - 800015

of Chattisgarh, Raipur - 4920011
of Goa, Panaji - 403001

of Gujaraj, Gandhinagar-3820 10
of Haryana, Chandigarh - 160017

of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla - 171002
of Jammu and Kashmir, Jammu - 180001

of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 83400/}
of Karnataka, Bangalore - 5601101

of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001

of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal - 462003
of Maharashtra, Mumbai - 400001
of Manipur, Imphal : 795001

of Meghalaya, shillong - 793001

of Mizoram, Aizawal - 796001

of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001

of Odisha, Bhuvaneswar - 7510101
of Punjab, Chandigarh - 160009

of Rajasthan, Jaipur - 302001

of Sikkim, Gangtok - 737101

of Tamil Nadu, Chennai - 600009

of Telangana, Hyderabad - 5000122
of Tripura, Agartala - 799001

of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow - 266001
of Uttarakhand, Dehradun - 248001
of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001

of NCT of Dethi, New Delhi - 110003

of Puducherry, Puducherry - 615001
Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman & Nocobar, Port Blair - 744101

Adviser to Hon'ble Administrator, UT of Chandigarh,

Chandigarh - 160009

Adviser to Hon'ble Administrator, UT of Dadra and Nagpar Havel,

Silvasa - 396230

e [

Adviser to Hon'ble Administrator, UT of Daman & Diti, Daman - 396210
Adviser to Hon ble Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep,

Kavaratti - 682755

Adviser to Honble LG, UT of Ladakh, Civil Sécretariat,

Leh-Ladakh-194101
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. . t3overnment of India
+  Senior Adviser National listitution for Transforming India
. NITI 3hawan, Parliament Street

Tel. : 011-23096727 New Delhl - 110 001

E-mall : rajib.sen@nic.in 7 PN
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A 2 ¢
T SAZ
wmlﬂ
D.O. No. P-11057/17/2018-HRD 15™ May, 2023

Dear _f"l-J-"'/ St

As you would be aware the National Education Policy 2020 has
emphasized reading as a key skill for Foundational Literacy & Numeracy
(FLN). The contribution of reading in improving students' learnit; outcomes has
been demonstrated in various research studies. Reading helps in developing
thoughts, improves concentration and memory, enhances imagination and
empathy, gives endless knowledge and lessons while keeping the mind active and
strengthens writing abilities.

Honouring the father of the ‘Library Movement in Kerala’, the late Sri. P.N.
Panicker, the Government of Kerala has been celebrating 19th June as the ‘Day of
Reading’. This initiative commenced in collaboration with the P.N. Panicker
Foundation. Hon’ble Prime Minister also inaugurated the 22nd National level
Reading Day/Month celebrations at Kochi on 17th, June 2017.

During 27th year of Reading Day/Month celebrations 2023, variely of events alre
scheduled to be organized in physical and digital mode in schools, colleges,
Libraries and Panchayats by the P.N. Panicker Foundation whicl may include
seminars, elocution, essay writing, mass run etc. to inculcate readiny; habit,

May, 1 request you to kindly direct District Magistrates / Districi Collectors of
your State/UT to participate in the District Level Organizing Cominittee Meeting
as done in the previous years.

w L‘jﬁh‘.q .
Aﬁa i o L
(Raj ilb Kumar/é-ep)
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Chief Secretary, Govt,
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.

Chief Secretary, Govt.

Chief Secretary, Govt.

Chief Secretary, Govt.

Chief Secretary, Govt.

Chief Secretary, Govt.

Chief Secretary, Govt.
. Chief Secretary, Govt,
- Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
. Chief Secretary, Govt.
. Chief Secretary, Govt.
. Chuef Secretary, Gowt.
. Chief Secretary, Govt,
. Chief Secretary, Govt,
. Chief Secretary, Govt.
. Chief Secretary, Govt.
. Chief Secretary, Govt.

. Chief Secretary, Govt,

. Chief Secretary, Govt.

of Andhra Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
of Arunzchal Pradesh, ltanagar-79111
of Assar, Dispur-781000

oZ Bihar Patna - 800015

o= Chattisparh, Raipur - 492001

of Goa, Panaji - 403001

of Gujaraj, Gandhinagar-382010

of Haryana, Chandigarh - 160017

of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla - 171002
of Jamm: and Kashmir, Jammu - 180001
of Jharkkand, Ranchi - 834004

of Karnaaka, Bangalore - 560001

of Keralz, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001
of Madh=a Pradesh, Bhopal - 462003

of Mahamshtra, Mumbai - 400001

of Manipur, Imphal - 795001

of Meghalaya, shillong - 793001

of Mizoram, Aizawal - 796001

of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001

of Odisha, Bhuvaneswar - 751001

of Punjat, Chandigarh - 160009

of Rajasthan, Jaipur - 302001

of Sikkim, Gangtok - 737101

of Tamil Nadu, Chennai - 600009

of Telangana, Hyderabad - 500022

26. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Tripura, Agartala - 799001

27. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Uttar Fradesh, Lucknow - 266001

28. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Uttarakhand, Dehradun - 248001

29. Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001

30. Chief Secretary, Govt. of NCT cf Delhi, New Delhi - 110003

31. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Puducaerry, Puducherry - 605001

32. Chief Secretary, UT of Aadaman & Nocobar, Por: Blair - 744101

33. Adviser to Hon’ble Administrater, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh - 160009

34. Adviser to Hon'ble Administrater, UT of Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu.
35. Adviser to Hon'ble Administrater, UT of Lalshadweep, Kavaratti - 682755

36. Adviser to Hon'ble LG, UT of Ladakh, Civil Secretariat, Leh-Ladakh-194101

1.

2.
3.

Copy to:

The Secretary, Dept. of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, Shastri Bhawan,

New Delhi.

t
:
'

The Secretary, Dept of Higher Fducation, Ministry of Education, Shastri Bhawan, Nez Dellhi. |
The P.N. Panicker Foundation, 509, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala -

695014
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NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR TRANSFORMING INDIA
NITI Aayog. MITI Bhawan, Pariament Street,
| tew Delhi - 110 001

DR. PREM SINGH
*  ADVISER
Tel : 011-23096816
E-mall ; prem,bogzi@ias.nic.in

D.0.No. P-11057/17/2018- HRD Date : 04.05.2022

The National Education Policy 2020 has emphasized on reading as a
key skill for foundational learning. Ability to read mnlivates students to
read indcpendently, develop vocabulary and express bctter in oral or
written communication. This skill is a basic building hlock for developing
creativity and inculcating critical thinking in young learners. The
contribution of reading in improving learning oulcomes has been
demonstrated in various rescarch studics.

Honouring the father the ‘Library Movement in Kerala’, the late Sri.
P.N. Panicker, the State Government of Kerala has bucn celebrating 19t
June as the ‘Day of Reading’ and the following week as |he ‘Reading Week’
since 1996. This initiative commenced in collaboralion with the P.N.
Panicker Foundation, paved the way for the launch of Reading Mission
2022. In furtherance of the lofty objectives of this Mission, the Hon’ble
Prime Minister inaugurated the 22n National level Reading Day and
Reading Month celcbrations at Kochi on 17 June 2017.

This year, during the closing ceremony of Reading Mission-2022 a
varicty of events will be organized in hybrid mode * in
Schools/Colleges/Libraries by the P.N. Panicker Foundation which 'will
include wide range of activities such as organization of
seminar/symposia/workshops; organization of quiz, elocution, essay
writing competitions; organization of mass run with the slogan ‘Reading
for Empowerment’, campaign with a slogan 'Donate a Buok'; and organize
libraries with people’s participation; street plays to inculratc reading habit;
folk arts dcpicting reading for growth and magic shows highlighting
reading for empowerment.

Contd./-2



-9 -

The Reading Mission-2022 stands to benefit greatly from your

engaged leadership in this regard. May, 1 request you to kindly direct all
District Magistrates (DMs) of your State/UT to chair District Level
Organizing Committec as done in previous years. The DMs may be advised
to guide the "Reading Mission-2022" starting 19% June in the larger .
interest of our children and the Nation.

Yours sincerzly,

Sd. /-
{Dr. Prem Singh)

To,
As per Annexure.
Copy to: f

1. Secretary, Dept. of School Education & Literacy, Ministry;? of
Educatior:, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi, with a request to sefnd
similar circulars from your side to all States/UTs. ’

2. Secretary, Dept of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Shz;Stri
Bhawan, New Delhi, with a request to send similar circulars from
your side to all States/UTs.

3. Principal Secretary, Dept of School and Mass Education, Govt. of
Qdisha, Bhubaneswar, Qdisha-751001

4. Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education, Govt. of Madhya
Pradesh, Mantralaya, Ballabh Bhawan Bhopal, MP - 462004,

S. Principal Secreiary, Dept of School Education & Literacy, Go;t;i. of
Jharkhand, MD1 Building, Jharkhand Mantralaya, Dhurva Building,
Ranchi, Jharkhand - 834004

6. P.N. Paricker Foundation, 509, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud,

Thiruvansnthapuram, Kerala - 695014

(Dr. Prem Singh)

i
i
i
i
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DR. PREM SINGH

ADVISER
Tel : 011-23096816
E-mail : prem.bogzi@ias.nic.in
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NATIONAL INS11TUTION FOR TRANSFORMING INDIA
NITI Aayog, NIT Bhawan, Pariament Street,
Iew Dethi - 110 001

D.O. No. P—11057/17/2018—HRD
/

The National Education Policy (NEP)-2020 has placcd renewed emphasis
on ‘how to read’, learn to read’, ‘read to learn’ and underscored the critical role
played by Public/ School/Digital libraries towards this euil. The P.N. Panicker
Foundation has been a key contributor in this area.

02nd June, 2021

2.  Honouring the father of the Library Movement in Kerala’, the late Sri. P.N
Panicker; the State Government of Kerala has been celebraling 19tk June as the
‘Day of Reading’ and the following week as the ‘Reading Week’ since 1996,
This initiative commenced in collaboration with P.N. Panicker Foundation, paved
the way for the launch of Reading Mission 2022. In furtherance of the lofty
objectives of this Mission, the Hor’ble Prime Minister inaugurated the 22

National level Reading Day and Reading Month celebratiims at Kochi on 17t
June 2017.

3. In view of the pandemic, the celebrations this year will be held online.
Further, they will comprise a variety of Covid-awarencss related activities
including webinars on Covid appropriate behaviour. The larget audience is to
include School/College students, teachers, faculty membert and librarians. Your

State/UT may organise similar activities with an enhancetl focus on promoting
online/offline reading.

4. The Reading Mission stands to benefit greatly from your engaged leadership
in this regard. May I request you to direct all District Magistrates(DMs) of your
State/UT to virtually chair District Level Organising Conunittees as in earlier
years. The DMs may be advised to guide the Reading Mission towards the

envisioned outcomes by 2022 in the larger interest of our children and the
nation.

W'. / /) }\/Q’V'W‘f N/~ Yours sincerely,

(Dr. Prem S'in/gh]

(To All Chief Secretaries of States as per Annexure)



To:

Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt,
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt,
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt,
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt.
Chief Secretary, Govt,
Chief Secretary,

Annexure

of Andhra Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh-522238
of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar-79111
of Assam, Dispur-781000

of Eihar, Patna - 800015

of Chattisgarh, Raipur - 492001

of Goa, Panaji - 403001

of Gujarat, Gandhinagar-382010

of Haryana, Chandigarh - 160017

of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla - 171002
of Jammu and Kashmir, Jarnmu - 180001
of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 834004

of Karnataka, Bangalore - 560001

of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001
of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal - 462003
of Maharashtra, Mumbai - 400001

of Manipur, Imphal - 795001

of Meghalaya, Shillong - 793001

of Mizoram, Aizawal - 796001

of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001

of Odisha, Bhubaneswar - 751001

of Punjab, Chandigarh - 160009

of Rajasthan, Jaipur - 302001

of Sikkim, Gangtok - 737101

of Tamil Nadu, Chennai - 600009

of Telangana, Hyderabad - 500022

of Tripura, Agartala - 799001

of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow - 266001
of Uttarakhand, Dehradun - 248001
of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001

of NCT of Delhi, New Delhi - 110003
of Puducherry, Puducherry - 605001

UT of Andaman & Nicobar, Port Blair - 744101

Adviser to Hon’ble Administrator, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh - 160009

Adviser to Hon’ble Administrator,

396230

Adviser to Hon ble Admirnistrator,
Adviser to Hon ble Administrator,

UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Silvasa -

UT of Daman & Diu, Daman - 396210
UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti - 682755

Adviser to Hon'ble LG, UT of Ladakh, Civil Secretariat, Leh-Ladakh-194101



Copy to:

Secretary, Dept. of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, Shastri
Bhawan, New Delhi, with a request to send similar circulars from your side to
all States/UTs.

Secretary, Dept of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi, with a request to send similar circulars from your side to all
States/UTs.

Principal Secretary, Dept of School and Mass Education, Govt. of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001

Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education, Govt. of Malhya Pradesh,
Mantralaya, Ballabh Bhawan Bhopal, MP - 462004

Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education & Literacy, (iovt. of Jharkhand,
MDI Building, Jharkhand Mantralaya, Dhurva Building, Ranchi, Jharkhand -
834004

P.N. Panicker Foundation, 509, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala — 695014

-

(Dr. Prem Singh)
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A country’s socio-economic progress depends on its rich knowledge base.
Consequently, reading holds tremendous significance. Towartli this end, The P.N.
Panicker Foundation has been contributing towards building ludia as a Knowledge
Economy.

E-mail : prem.bogzi@ias.nic.in

9. .Honouring the father of the ‘Library Movement in K crala’, the late P.N
Panicker, since 1996, the State Government has been celebraling 19th June as the
Day of Reading and the following week as the Reading Week. This initiative
commenced in collaboration with P.N. Panicker Foundation, trapsformed into a mass
movement, paving the way for the launch of Reading Mission 21122, The activities of
this mission, to be implemented in schools, libraries and Panchayats by involving
educational institutions, public libraries, Panchayats and civil souiely etc., include the
reading pledge, story telling, poetry recitation, quiz programines, puppetry, magic
shows, folk arts, drawing/painting competitions, seminars, workshops as well as
outreach programmes like knowledge yatras, mass runs..

3. Furthering the Mission, the Hon'ble Prime Minister iinugurated the 22nd
National level Reading Day and Reading Month celebrations al Kochi on 17th June
2017, and called upon the citizens to inculcate the reading habit, tetling up a target to
reach 300 million under privileged population by 2022.

4. Your State/UT may organise similar activities with au increased focus on
promoting technology-enabled reading. In light of the Covidl-19 pandemic, the
Foundation has initiated and designed an action plan to reach the larget population by
leveraging digital technology, wherever feasible.

5. Your leadership to the Reading Mission would be greally beneficial in this
regard. May I request you to kindly direct all District Magistrates 1o guide the Reading
Mission by activating the District Level Organising Committees and providing proper
directions to them as done in the previous years.

w ' /A N%M W Yours sincerely,

(Dr. Prem ﬁ‘gh)
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Annexure

1. Ms. Nilam Sawhnev Chief Secretary, IAS Govt of Andhra Pradesh Guntur ¢
~ Andbra Pradesh-522503. - . '

. Shri Naresh Kumar, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh Itanagar~79111

. Shri Kurhar Sanjay Krishna, Chief Secretary, Govt.-of Assam, Dispur-781000 .

. Shri Deepak Kumar, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Bihar, Patna - 800015 -~ .

- Shri R.P. Mandal, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Chattisgarh, Raipur — 492001 .

. -Shri-Parimal Rai, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Goa, Panaji — 403001~ = .. -

. ' Shri Anil Mukim, Chief Secretary, Govt: of Gujarat, Gandhmagar—382010 :

. Ms. Keshni Anand Arora Chief Secretary, Govt. of Haryana Chandlgarh -
160017

+9. Shri Anil Kumar K_nach1 Chref Secretary, Govt of lenachal Pradesh Shlmla -

171002

10. Shri B.V.R. Subrahmanyam,* Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jammu and Kashmu‘

Jammi — 180001

5_11 Shri‘Sukhdev-Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Jharkhiand, Ranchi — 834004
> 12.Shri TM Vijay Bhaskar Chlef Secretary, Govt. -of Karnataka Bangalore'— ’

560001

" " 13. Shri Tom Jose, Chref Secretary, Govt of Kerala Thrruvananthapuram 695001 o
cul4, Shri Igbal -Singh Bdins; Chlef Secretary, Govt of Madhya Pradesh Bhopai

1462003

- 15.8hris Ajoy’ G. Mehta Chref Secretary, Govt of Maharashtra Mumba1 400001

16.Shri J. Suresh Babu, Chief Secretary, Govi. of Manipur, Imphal ~ 795001

E “:;"'“17 Shri'M.S. Ras; Chisf Secretary,:Govt..of Meghalaya, Shillong = 793001 +
- '18:Shri: Lalnunmawia Chuatingo, Chref Secretary, Govt of Mlzoram, Arzawal

796001 -

-:'119. Shri Tali Temjen Tov, Chief: Secretary, Govt of Nagaland Kohrma 797001
<20, Shri Asit Tripathy, Chief Secretary, Govtiiof Odisha, Bhuvaneswar = 751001 .-
o 21 Dr Karan Avtar Smgh Chlef Secretary, Govt of Punjab Chandtgarh 160009 ,

-22 Shrr Devendra Bhushan Gupta Chlef Secretary, Govt of Rajasthan Jarpur -

302001

,23 Shri'S.C. Gupta, Chief Secretary, Govt of Slkklm, Gangtok 737101

24.Shri K. Shanmugam, Chief ‘Secretary, Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Chennai ~ 600009
25.Shri Somesh Kumar, Chief Secretary, Govt of Telangana, Hyderabad 500Q22

~26. Shri ‘Manoj Kumar, Chief Secretary; Gowt. of Tripura, Agartala — 799001
. 27 Shri Rajendra Kumar Tiwari, Chief Secretary Govt of ‘Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow—

' 266001

- 28.Stiri Utpal Kumer Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt of Uttarakhand Dehradun -

. 248001

.29, Shri Rajlva Sinha. Chief Secretary, Govt of WestBengal Kolkata 700001

/
! /



110003
31.Shri Ashwani Kumar, Chlef Secretary, Govt of Pudiicherry, Puducherry ~ 605001

32. Shri Chetan B. Sanghl, Chlef Secretary, UT of Andaman & Nocobar, Port Blair -
744101

33.Shri V.P. Singh Badnore, Admuustrator, UT of Chamllgarh Chandlgarh 160009

34.Shri Praful K. Patel;, Admmlstrator, UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman &
Diu'-- 396230 A

35. Shri Dineshwar Sharma, Adnumstrator UT of Lakshudweep, Kavaratti — 682755

v
[

Copy to: *

1. Ms. Anita Karwal Secretary, Deptt. of ‘School Edm ation & theracy, MHRD,. _

Shastri Bhawan, New: Delhl-l 10001.

2. Shri Amit Khare, Secretary, Deptt, of H1ghe1: Educauun, MHRD Shastri Bhawan,- |

New Dethi - 110001."
3. Ms. Chithra Arumugam, Principal Secreiary, Dept of Hichool and Mass Educatlon,
~ Gowt, of Odisha, Bhubaneswar, Odiskia-751001
4. ME. Rashmi Arun Shami, Principal Secretary, Dept of School 'Education, Govt of
Madliya Pradesh, Mantralaya, Ballabh Bhawan Bhopal, MP - 462004
5. Shri Rahul Sharma, Principal Secretary, Dept of Sclivol Education & Literacy,

Govt. of Jharkhand, 'MDI Building, Jharkhand.Maunlralaya, -Dhurva Bu1|d|ng, :

. Ranchi, Jharkhand — 834004
6. Project Director (BCG-PFEL-Consomum), The Boston Consultirig Group (Indta)

Pvt. Ltd,19th floor,’ quer C, Bulldmg 10, DLF Cybel City, Phase-II Gurugram |

'Haryana — 122002

7. P.N. Panicker Foundﬁtlon, 509, Sangecth Nagar Thyt nud, Thlruvananthapuram, :

Kerala - 695014+ |,

(Dr. Pre




r

I
L\
Alok Kumar,LA.S. ATl W"\’\‘\ML/'
ADVISER 1 gef, d9g A
A i #-110001
le 011-23096613 t oweinment of India
E-mail alpkkumar.up@nic.in e NATIONAL INSTI1i 17101 FOR TRANSFORMING INDIA
T = NiTl ayey Parliament Sireel
I e, 1ielhi-110 D01
D.0. No. NITI P-11057/17/2018-HRD
Dated 21% May 2018

Qear Lo,

A famous philosopher and educator once remarked, “Re-ding Is a basic tool in
the living of a good life.” Reading helps to develop social vahies of egalitarianism,
tolerance and justice. Hence, a campaign to bring focus upon reatling would be greatly
beneficial, by celebrating reading aver a month all through the couiitry.

2. Since the year 1996, the Government of Kerala has been cclebrating 19™ June as
the Day of Reading and the following week as the Reading Week, in memory of the late
PN Panicker, father of the Library Movement of Kerala. This initintive commenced in
collaboration with PN Panicker Foundation. it has now become a inass movement that
paved the way for creation of Reading Mission 2022, the activitia: of which are to be
implemented in most of the urban and rural libraries of the couniry by involving civil
society organisations. During this intensive campaign, focussed actlvities are planned 1o
be undertaken by the masses and institutions like educational instituitlons, public libraries,
panchayats and civil society, etc., to promote reading and relatudl activities through
storytefling, poetry recitation, quiz programs, puppetry, magic shaws, folk arts, drawing
and painting competitions, seminars and workshops, outreach progiams like knowledge
yatras, mass run, etc.

3. The Hon'ble Prime Minister inaugurated the 227 National-level Reading Day and
the Reading-Month celebrations at Kerala on 17t June 2017, and called upon the citizens
to start a movement to inculcate the reading habit and set up a targel |o reach 300 million
under-privileged population with the message of reading and digilal reading by 2022
through the Reading Mission. May | suggest that you may like to onsider organizing
similar events on the pattern of those being done in Kerala, as outlinen! above. During the
month-long activities as part of the Reading Mission 2022, you coulil consider involving
partners like public librarles, educational institutions and civil sociely, with a stress upon
the need of internet-enabled reading.

4, Your leadership to the Reading Mission 2022 would be greally beneficial in this
regard. May | request you to direct all District Magistrates to lead/j;uide the Reading
Mission 2022 by chairing the district-leve! organizing committees aml providing proper
direction in reaching the unreached.

5
S

U5 TR ¥ & i



KN ‘
M) e
5. I request you on behalf of NITI Aayog to support actiILities of the Reading Month

starting from 19" June, to help realise the vision of reaching out to the 300 million who
are the most under-privileged section of the population.

e

Yours sincerely,

{Alok Kefmar)

To
All Chief Secretaries/UT Administrators as per list



Annex-A:

. Chief Secretary, Govt. of Aadhra Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar - 79111
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Assam, Dispur — 781000

Chief Secretary, Gowt. of Bihar, Patna — 800015

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Chhattisgarh, Reipur — 492001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Goa, Panaji - 403001

Clilef Secretary, Govt, of Gujarat, Gandhinagar— 382010

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Haryana, Chandigarh — 160017

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla— 171002_
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Jammu & Kashmir, Jammu ~ 180001
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 834004

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Karnataka, Bangalore — 560001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram = 695001
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal — 462003
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai ~ 400001
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Manipur, Imphal - 795001 .

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya, Shillong - 793001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Mizoram, Aizawal- 796001

Chief Secretary, Govt, 6f Nagaland, Kohima — 797001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Odisha, Bhubaneswar - 751001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Punjab, Chandigarh — 160009

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Rajasthan, Jalpur ~ 302001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok — 737101

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Chennal — 600009

Chlef Secretary, Govt. of Telangana, Hyderabad - 500022
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Tripura, Agartala = 799001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow ~ 266001
Chief Secretary, Govt. of Uttarakhand, Dehradun — 248001
Chief Secretary, Govt. of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001

Chief Secretary, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, New Delhi -110003
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Puducherry, Puducherry ~ 605001
Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman & Nicobar, Port Blair - 744101
Administrator, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh ~ 160005
Administrator, UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Silvasa - 396230
Administrator, UT of Daman & Diu, Daman — 396210
Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti - 682755

Copy to: .

Secretary, Dept of School Education & Literacy, MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi -1 10001

Secretary, Dept of Higher Education, MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhl -110001

Principal Secretary, Dept of School and Mass Education, Govt of Odisha, Bhubaneswar, Odisha - 751001

-Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education, Govt of Madhya Pradesh, Mantralaya, Ballabh Bhawan,
Bhopal, MP - 262004

Principal Secretary, Dept of Schoo! Education & Literacy, Govt of Jharkhand, MD) Bullding, Jharkhand
Mantralaya, Dhurva Building, Ranchi, Jharkhand - 834004

Project Director (BCG-PFEL-Consortium), The Boston Consulting Group (India) Pvt. LLul., 19th floor, Tower
C, Building 10, DLF Cyber City, Phase-1l, Gurugram, Haryana-122002

PN Panicker Foundation, 409 Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 695014
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Reading is a good habit and it develops the values which ato crucial for creation of an

cgelitarian and tolerant society. Lord Francis Bacon remarked “Rending maketh a full man;

conference, a ready man; and writing, an exact man™. Hence it is impuiative that we campaign to
bring focus upon by celebrating it over a month all through the country.

Dated: 18® May, 2018

2. The Government of Kerala has been celebrating June 19% s 1he Day of Reading and the
following week as the Reading Week for the past 22 years in memory of the late P.N.Panicker,
father of the Library Movement of Kerala. This initiative commence:l from 19® June 1596 in
collaboration with P.N.Panicker Foundation. It has now become a mass iovement which paved the
way for the creation of Reading Mission 2022, the activities of which are fo be implemented in most
of the urban and rural libraries of the country by involving civil in soclity organizations. During
this intensive campaign, focused activities are planned to be undertoken by the masscs and
institutions like educational institutions, public libraries, panchayats nnd civil societies etc., to
promote reading and related activitics through storytelling, poctry recilation, quiz programmes,
puppetry, magic shaw, folk ans, drawing and painting competitions, seminars and workshops,
outreach programmes like knowlcdge yatras, mass run cte,

3. The Hon’ble Prime Minister inaugurated the 22° National level Reading-Day and the
Reading-Month Celebrations at Kerala and called upon the citizens to stail a movement to inculeate
the reading habit and set up a target to reach 300 million under-priviloged population with the
message of reading and digital reading by 2022 through the Reading Mission. May suggest that
youmay like to consider organizing similar events on the pttern of what is being done in Kerala, as
outlined above. During the month-long activities as part of the Reading Iission 2022, you could
consider involving partners like public libraries, educational institutions, civil socicty with & stress
upon the need of intemnet-enabled reading,

4. In this respect I request you to kindly provide leadership to the Reading Mission 2022
and direct all District Magistrates 10 lead /guide the Reading Mission 2022 by chairing the district
level organizing committees and providing proper direction in reaching the: unreached.

5. I'take this opportunity to exhort you to make the reading-monih starting from June 19%
into a ‘Jan Andolan’, in order to realize the vision of reaching out to the 00 million who arc the
most under-privileged section of the population,

'-‘“-3 w-atum £ r-wmal ?laua'lg Yours sincerely

(Alok Kumar)
To
All Chief Scerctaries/UT Administrators by name as per fist
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Annex-A.

. Shri DineSh Kumar, Cuief Sccretary, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad-500023
Shri. Satya Gopal, Chi=f Secretary, Gowt. of Arunachal Pradesh, ltanagar- 791111

Ms. T 'Y Das, Chief Sezretary, Govt. of Assam, Dispur- 781000

Shri Anjeni Kumar Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Bihar, Patna- 800015

Shri Ajay Singh, Chic” Szcretary, Govt. of Chhattisgarh, Raipur- 492001

Shri Dharmendra Sharma, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Goa, Panji- 403001

Dr. Jagdip Narayan Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Gujrat, Gandhinagar- 382{]10
Shri D.S. Dhesi, Chie: Secretary, Govt. of Haryana, Chandigath- 160017

9. Shri Vineet Chawdhrz, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh, Shimala- 171002
10. Shri B B Vyas, Chief Secretary, Govt. of J&K, Jammu- 180001

PN S B

+ 1. Shii Sudhir Tripathy, Zhief Secretary, Govt, of Jharkhand, Ranchi- 834004

12. Ms. Ratna Prabha, CEief Secretary, Govt. of Kamiataka, Bangalore- 560001

13. Shri Paul Antony, Ciref Secretary, Govt. of Kerala, Thinmananthapuram- 695001
14. Shri Basant Pratap Stgh, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal- 462003
15..Shri Sumit Mullick, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Maharashtra, Mumbai- 400001

16. Shri Rajani Ranjan Rashmi, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Manipur, Imphal- 795001
17. Shiri Yestii Tsering, Chief Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya, Shilong- 793001

18. Shri Lalmalsawma, —hief Sccretary, Govt..of Mizoram, Aizwi- 796001

19, Shri Panksj Kumar, Zhief Secretary Gowt, ‘of Nagaland, Kohima- 797001

20, Shri.A.P: Padhi, Chizf Secretary, Govt. of Odisha, Bhubaneshwar- 751001

21. Shri Karan Avtar Siagh, Chief Secrctary Govt. of Punjab, Chandigath- 160009
22, ‘Shri Nihal Chand G-¢l, Chief Sccretary, Govt. of Rajaszhan Jaipur- 302001

23. Dr Alok Kumar Srizasatav, Chief Séeretaty; Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok- 737101
24, Dr. Girija Vaidyanaihen, . Chicf Secretary, Govt. of Tamilnadu, Chennai- 600009

g =2 Shn Sanjeev Ranjar, Chief Sectetary, Govt. of Tripura, Aggrtala- 799001

26. Shri Rajiv Kumar, Chief Secretary; Govt. of Uttar Pradesh, Liicknow- 266001
27, 8hri U K Singh, Chicf Secretary, Govi. of Uttarakhand, Dehradun- 248007

28, Shri Malay Kumar e, Chief Secretary, Gowt. of West Benga], Kolkata- 700001
29, Shri Anshu Prakask, Chicf. Secretary, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, New Delhi- 110003
30 Shri Ashwani Kunsar, Chnef Secretary, Gowi. of Puduchcny, Puducherry— 605001
“31. Shri Anindo Majurmdar, Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman and Nicobar, Port Blair-

744101
39. Shiri Parimal Rai, »dviser to the Administrator, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh-

160009

*33.Shri Praful Pitel, 2 dministrator, UT of Dadra & Nagar Haveli, ‘Gilvasa- 39623C
"44. Shri Praful Pate), Administrator, UT of Daman & Diu, Daman- 396210

35, Shri Farooq Khan. Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti- 682755

36, Shri S K Joshi, CiiefSecrétary, Govt. of Telangana, Hyderabad 500022
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Copy to:. .
(8. No. 3, 4,3, 6 in-view of NITI"s SATH-E Project CPMU minutos dated'13/04/2018)

1.
2.

3I

4,

3.

6I

7

Shri Anil Swatup, Secretary, Department of School Educatlon & L_'iteracy, Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi-110001

Shri R. Subrahmanyani, Secretary, Department of Higher I ducation, Shastri Bhawan, New
Delhi-110001

Principal Secretary, Department of Schdol Bducation, Govt. o[ Madhya Pradesh, Mantrilaya,
Ballabh Bhaswan, Bhopél, MP-462004 :

Principal Secretary, Department of School Educiition & Llteracy , Govt, of Jharkhend, MDI
"Building, Jharkhand Muntralaya, DhurvaBilildih'g, Ranchi, Jharkhand-834004 '
Principal Secretary, Department of Schaol and Masg Education, Govt. of Odishs,
Bhubancshwar, Odisha- 751001 ‘

Project: Director (BCG-PFEL-Consortium), The Boston ¢ ‘onsulting Group (India) Fvt.
Ltd., 19® Floor, Tower-C, Building No. 10, DLF Cyber City, Phase -1, Gurugram,
.Haryana- 122002

P.N. Panicker Foundation, 409, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaurl, Thirpvanthapuram, Kéraia-
695014

(Alok Kumar)



