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Government of India

NITI Aayog
(Education Vertical)

*****

NITI Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated; ll"* June, 2024

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Regarding P,N,Panicker Foundation Reading Day / Digital Reading Day-
Month Celebration-2024.

The undersigned is directed to forward a letter dated March 9,2024, along with a Report on the
Activities dated April 15,2024, received from the P. N. Panicker Foundallon concerning the above-
mentioned subject (copies enclosed) for further necessary action at your ci|d.

2. NITI Aayog has been providing support letters to the Foundation fii ■ some years. Considering
that the matter is related to literacy / Reading Day / Digital Reading Day- ^onth activities, it would
be appropriate for the Department of School Education, Ministry of hducation, to take further
necessary action for dissemination to States to undertake the activity in an (ippropriate manner.

Ench; As above

(Harshlt Mishra)
Deputy Adviser(Education)

To:.

«\V^he Secretary,
\ Department of School Education & Literacy,

Ministry of Education,
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.

frisrr of Education

13 II IN 2024

^/S'^ANNED
Copy to;

P.N. Panicker Foundation.
Krishnalaya, Opposite Govt. Arts College,
Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala-695014.
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RN. PANICkER FOUNDATION
ciJl.o^nB. aierrncead oD'ixssngnadrroS\

W, Krishnalaya, 0pp. GovLArts College,Thycaud,Ttilriivarantlia|Miraiiv695014
Phone : 2328560, 2322426, 2724944, *332426

V  \ Mobile : 94470-649j44 Fax ; 0471-2322 126
V\tebsite:vinm.pnpanickerfburjdation.o^ e-mail;pnpanickerfuiindation@gmail.com

09-03-2024No. PNPF/KRUGEN/101/2024//3?3

Shri. B.VR.SubrahmanyamlAS
Executive Officer

Govt, of India

YojSt^i^awan, SansadMaig
i-110001

^RN. Panicker National Reading/Digital Reading Day-Mo^ i CVIebrations 2024
We put on record our gratitude and appreciation for your kind gesture by providing gracious,
support for the National Reading Mission activities initiated by Govt, of Keralj andj
P.N. Panicker Foundation in 1996 which was later jnade into a country \v ide movement with
the gracious support of Shii. Narendra Modiji, Hon’ble Prime Minister (if India. He hhnself
came down to Kerala and gave us his unstinted support to this movemiint.

This unique development programme of inculcating Reading and Digital 1 ̂  eadlng habit among
the schooEcollege students and under privileged population is now supported by NITI
A^yogj Govt, ofIndia had become an important and meaningful activity' for universalization
of education thioughout the country. As per the direction ofHon’ble l*i‘ime Minister, now
the programme has touched 310 million population of the country spread in all 28 states, 9
Union Territories and 9 foreign countries. The Hon’ble Prime Minister wanted us to reach
40(1million population by the close of 75th anniversary of Bharat Republic. We seek your
blessings and support to reach this enviable target.

,For the past seven years NITI Aayog used to issue letters to all Chie I’Secretaries of thp
States, Minisliies of Higher Education and School Education of MHRD etc highlighting’
toe importance ofReading and Digital Reading to seek their support to i each toe unreached
with toe message ofreading and development for inclusive education.

Wito this back^imdwe request you to kindly issue  a simile circular di me in thepast to all
Chief Secretaries of toe States, Ministry of Educationi(School Education and Higher
Education) etc to create a joyful reading culture throughout the country to strengthen our'
reading habit for knowledge empowerment.

^^^to respectful regards

/

GOPAL
ainnan



PM’s address at the launch of PN Panicker Reading Day
Reading Month Celebration
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It gives me great pleasure to be here on the occasion of the inaugui iition of reading
month celebration. I thank and congratulate the P.N. Panicker fbundaliun for organising
this. There can be no joy greater tlian reading and no strength greater tl inn knowledge.

Friends.

Kerala has been a torch-bearer and inspiration to the wiiole nation in the field of
literacy.

The first 100 percent literate city and first 100 percent literate districi have been from
Kerala. Kerala was also the first state to attain 100 percent primary education. Some of
the oldest colleges, schools and libraries of the country are also situaletl In Kerala.

This could riot have been achieved by Government alone. Citizens and social
organizations have played an active role in this remarkable achievenieiil, Kerala lias set
an example in people’s participation in this regard. I admire the work (ifpeople like late
Shri P.N. Panicker and his foundation. Shri P.N. Panicker was also I he driving spirit
behind the library network in Kerala. He did tliis through Kerala Grandhasala Sangham
set up by him in 1945 with 47 rural libraries.

I believe that reading and knowledge should not be limited only to woi k related aspects.
It should help develop habits of social responsibility, service to the nnlion and service
to humanity. It should cure the evils in society and nation. It should spread the idea of
peace along with respect for unity and integrity of the nation.



It is said that one literate woman can educate two iamilies. Kerala has set an example
worthy of emulation in this regard.

I learn tliat PN Panicker Foundation together with a number of Govurnment agencies,
private sector entities and civil society organisations, is leading an initiative of reading.
Their target is to reach 300 million under-privileged people by 2022, Tlie main
objective ot this mission is to promote reading as a means to grow anil prosper
Reading can help broaden one’s thinking. A well-read population will help India excel
globally.

With the same spirit I had started a similar movement by name of VANCHE
GUJARAT when I was Chief Minister of the State. It means “Giijiiral Reads” 1 had
visited a public libraiy to motivate people to read. The movement tiirgeled the young
generation, in particular. I also requested citizens to think about building a ‘Granth-
Mandir a temple of books - in their village. This could be startcil with 50 or 100
books.

.lE'btg diKce‘.°
Friends!

From the time of the Upanishads persons with knowledge have been I cspected thraugh
tte ages. We are now in the information age. Even today, knowledge Is the best guiding

Ihh is working

mnwrlp ^ if movement in the eiilire countiy. Themovement should not be limited to make people literate. It should tr>' In achieve Se real
g^I of bringing social and economic change. The foundation
should be followed by a super-structure of a better society.
I am happy to note that the State Government has announced
day. Obviously, a lot of effort will

of good knowledge

19th June as the reading
convei^e to make this a popular acllviiy,

amjold that about 1.20 crore rupees have been given to the foundati.iii in the last two

I am also happy to see that the foundation i
need of the hour.

Friends!

I Sril" « better society imd nation
eveyonSoT® And enable

again make India a land of wisdom and knowleilge. Thank You!

now focusing on digital lilcracy. This is the

Together, we can once
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Prime Minister
MESSAGE

It is most heartening to ieam about P.N, Panicker Foundation’s initiative
to celebrate the habit of reading by observing Reading/Di|;ital Reading
Day on June 19, 2022 and following one month as Reading/Digital
Reading Month, as part of Amrit Mahotsav.
Reading is a virtue that de^ens our thoughts and pmpectives and at the
same time, empowers mdividuals, societies and nations. Be it for
knowledge, or for enjoymait, serious reading, or for leisure, its benefits
are diverse.

Books have for long been believed to be an individuaPs best fiiends.
The ridmess of philosophy, language and literature showcases the
intellectual prowess of the people. India’s socio-cultural ellios has been
marked by an unbroken tradition of knowledge acquisition. * )ur scriptures
say, ^77)^ ^ meaning there are no eyes similar to learning.
Keeping pace with digital technology, the inclusion of digital reading as
part of the celebration will go a long way in strengthening tlie habit of
reading among the youth. Die popularity of digital books and audio books,
that can be heard, is redefining the habit of reading in the 21 century.
Heartiest congratulations to everyone associated with the Foundation for
organizing the Silver Jubilee celebrations of P.N. Panicker National
Reading/Digital Reading Month.
May the celebrations inspire people to take to reading in even larger
numbers, making it a part of our daily lives.
Greetings and best wishes to P.N. Panicker Foundation for Iln endeavour.

a

01

(Narendra Modi)
New Delhi

^  1944
le"-June, 2022II ;
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Prime Minister

MESSAGE

I  am really pleased to learn about the 25"* PN Panii.kcr National
Reading/Digilal Reading celebration organized bv PN Panicker l oiuidation on
19"* June, 2021
Late Sliri PN Panicker.

Knowledge and wisdom have always been the driving force in our society.
Reading is one of the most powerful tools to broaden the Imrizons of our
thinking and enhance our knowledge and awareness. It also helps in enriching
our expression, nurturing our imagination and creativity,
riic .seeds sown by Late Shri PN Panicker to make reading a social movement
through a network of libraries in Kerala are bearing fruit lodn>. I’N Panicker
Foundation's endeavour to rcinlbrec the habit of reading ihroiiuli ihe National
rcading/digiial reading celebration among the people is laudable.

Popularising digital literacy will help in reaching out to a larger section of the
society, particularly the under-privileged and the disadvantaged. Digital tools
like audio books are transforming the reading habits of pcopW. particularly
youngsters.

May the celebration nurture reading into a people-led movemciu nitd help build
a knowledge nation and knowledge society.
I am sure that the celebration will encourage people in Kerala niid throughout
the countr}- to encourage each other to grow and prosper by making reading an
integral part of our daily life.

Best wishes to PN Panicker Foundation for all .success of the National
Reading/Digital Reading celebration.

to commemorate the annual remembiniice day of

(Nnrcndra Modi)

New Delhi

^2). 1943
June IL 202 L
Shri N. Balagopal
Vice Chainnan, PN Panicker foundation
509. Sangeeth Nagar
'ITiycaud. Thiruvanantliapuram
Kerala-695014
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Annexure

Chief Secretary, Govt, of Andhra Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
2. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh, ItanagHr-79111
3. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Assam, Dispur-781000
4. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Bihar, Patna - 800015
5. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Chattisgarh, Raipur  - 492001
6. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Goa, Panaji - 403001 |
7. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Gujaraj, Gandhinagar-382010

Chief Secretary, Govt, of Haryana, Chandigarh - 160017
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla - 171002

10. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jammu and Kashrhir, Jammu
11. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 834004
12. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Karnataka, Bangalore - 560001
13. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuraiii - 695001
14. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal - 4 62003
15. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Maharashtra, Mumbai  - 400001
16. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Manipur, Imphal - 795001
17. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Meghalaya, Shillong  - 793001
18. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Mizoram, Aizawal - 796001
19. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001
20. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Odisha, Bhuvaneswar  - 751001
21. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Punjab, Chandigarh  - 160009
22. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Rajasthan, Jaipur - 302001
23. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Sikkim, Gangtok - 737101
24. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Tamil Nadu, Chennai  - 600009
25. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Telangana, Hyderabad - 5001122
26. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Tripura, Agartala - 799001
27. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow - 266001
28. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttarakhand, Dehradun - 248001
29. Chief Secretary, Govt, of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001
30. Chief Secretary, Govt, of NCT of Delhi, New Delhi - 110003
31. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Puducherry, Puducherry - 605001
32. Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman & Nocobar, Port Blair- - 744101
33. Adviser to Hon’ble Administrator, UT of Chandigarh,

Chandigarh -160009
34. Adviser to HonTrle Administrator, UT of Dadra and Nni'ar Haveli

Silvasa - 396230
35. Adviser to Hon'ble Administrator, UT of Daman  & Dili, Daman - 396210
36. Adviser to Hon'ble Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep

Kavaratti - 682755
37. Adviser to Hon'ble LG, UT of Ladakh, Civil Secretariat,

Leh-Ladakh-194101

1.

8.

9.

- 180001

I
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Rajib Kumar Sen
•  Senior Adviser

Tel.; 011-23096727

E-mail; rajib.sen@nlc.ln

■‘ftfeT WT.
^ f^ecft -110001

I Government of India
National liiiilitutlon for Transforming India

NITI llhawan, Parliament Street
New Delhi-110 001

*ia^^tNWA

D.O. No. P-11057/17/2018-HRD 15*" May, 2023

Dear

As you would be aware the National Education Policy 2020 has
emphasized reading as a key skill for Foundational Literac}^ & Numeracy
(FLN). The contribution of reading in improving students' learning outcomes has
been demonstrated in various research studies. Reading helps in developing
thoughts, improves concentration and memory, enhances imagination and
empathy, gives endless knowledge and lessons while keeping the mind active and
strengthens writing abilities.

Honouring the father of the ‘Library Movement in Kerala’, tin.' late Sri. P.N.
Panicker, the Government of Kerala has been celebrating 19th Juiu* as the ‘Day of
Reading’. This initiative commenced in collaboration with the P.N. Panicker
Foundation. Hon’ble Prime Minister also inaugurated the 22nd National lev|el
Reading Day/Month celebrations at Kochi on 17th, June 2017.

During 27th year of Reading Day/Month celebrations 2023, variely of events are
scheduled to be organized in physical and digital mode in schools, colleges.
Libraries and Panchayats by the P.N. Panicker Foundation which may include
seminars, elocution, essay writing, mass run etc. to inculcate reading habit.
May, I request you to kindly direct District Magistrates / Distric.l Collectors of
your State/UT to participate in the District Level Organizing Committee Meeting
as done in the previous years.

(Rajib Kumar Sen)



To:

n Andhra Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradeshi. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh, ltanagar-79111
3. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Assan, Dispur-781000
4. Chief Secretaiy', Govt, of Bihar Patna - 800015
5. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Chattisgarh, Raipur  - 492001
6. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Goa, Panaji - 403001
7. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Gujaraj, Gandhinagar-382010
8. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Haryaia, Chandigarh -160017
9. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla - 171002
10. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jamnu and Kashmir, Jammu - 180001
11. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 834004
12. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Karna^ka, Bangalore  - 560001
13. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001
14. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal - 462003
15. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Maliaashtra, Mumbai  - 400001
16. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Manipur, Imphal - 795001
17. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Meghalaya, shillong  - 793001
18. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Mizomm, Aizawal - 796001
19. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001
20. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Odisha, Bhuvaneswar  - 751001
21. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Punjab, Chandigarh  - 160009
22. Chief Secretary, Govt of Rajasthan. Jaipur - 302001
23. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Sikkim, Gangtok - 737101
24. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Tamil Nadu, Chennai  - 600009
25. Chief Secretary, Govt. ofTelan^a, Hyderabad - 500022
26. Chief Secretary, Govt, ofTripura, Agartala - 799001
27. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow - 266001
28. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttarakhand, Dehradun - 248001
29. Chief Secretary, Govt, of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001
30. Chief Secretary, Govt ofNCTcf Delhi, New Delhi - 110003
31. Chief Secretary, Govt, of Puducherry, Puducherry - 605001
32. Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman & Nocobar, Port Blair - 744101
33. Adviser to Hon’ble Administrator, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh - 160009
34. Adviser to Hon ble Administrator, UT of Dadra  & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu.
35. Adviser to Hon'ble Administrator, UT of Lalcshadweep, Kavaratti - 682755
36. Adviser to Hon'ble LG, LIT ofladakh, Civil Secretariat, Leh-Ladakh-194101

l

Copy to:

1. The Secretary, Dept, of School Education & Literacy, Ministiy^ of Education, Shastri Bhaw'an, ■
New Delhi.

The Secretary, Dept of Higher EJucation, Ministry of Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi. |
The P.N. Panicker Foundation, K)9, SangeethNagar, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala-!
695014 ^

2.

3.
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NATIONAL INSTIIUTION FOR TRANSFORMING INDIA
NITI Aayog, HiTI Bhawan, Parliament Street,

(lew Delhi-110 001

DR. PREM SINGH
*  ADVISER

Tel: 011-23096816

E-mail: prem.bogzi@la5.nic.in

m
:or^'

D.O.No. P-11057/17/2018- HRD Date : 04.05.2022

/

The National Education Policy 2020 has emphasii^ed on reading c,_ „
key skill for foundational learning. Ability to read mnlivates students to
read independently, develop vocabulary and express better in oral
written communication. This skill is a basic building lilock for developing
creativity and inculcating critical thinking in young learners. The
contribution of reading in improving learning oiilcomes has been
demonstrated in various research studies.

as a

or

Honouring the father the ‘Library Movement in K'erala’, the late Sri.
P.N. Panicker, the Stale Government of Kerala has been celebrating 19**^
June as the 'Day of Reading* and the following week as I he ‘Reading Week'
since 1996. This initiative commenced in collaboralion with the P.N.
Panicker Foundation, paved the way for the launch nf Reading Mission
2022. In furtherance of the lofty objectives of this Mission, the Hon^ble
Prime Minister inaugurated the 22«d National level Reading Day .-ind
Reading Month celebrations at Kochi on June 2017.

This year, during the closing ceremony of Reading Mission-2022 a
variety of events will be organized in hybrid mode ■ in
Schools/Colleges/Libraries by the P.N. Panicker Foundation which 'will
include wide range of activities such as organization of
seminar/symposia/workshops; organization of quiz, elocution, essay
writing competitions; organization of mass run with tlie slogan ‘Reading
for Empowerment’, campaign with a slogan 'Donate  a Di)ok'; and organize
libraries with people’s participation; street plays to inculi alc reading h.abit;
folk arts depicting reading for growth and magic shows highlighting
reading for empowerment.

Contd./-2
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The Reading Mission-2022 stands to benefit greatly from your
engaged leadership in this regard. May, I request you to kindly direct all
District Magistrates (DMs) of your State/UT to chair District Level
Organizing Committee as done in previous years. The DMs may be advised
to guide the "Reading Mission-2022'' starting 19*^^ June in the lar-^er
interest of our children and the Nation.

Yours sincerely,

Sd,/-

(Dr. Prem Singh)
To,

As per Annexure.

Copy to;

1. Secretary, Dept, of School Education & Literacy, Ministry! of
Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi, with a request to sJnd
similar circulars from'your side to all States/UTs.

2. Secretary, Dept of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Shastri
Bhawan, New Delhi, with a request to send similar circulars
your side to all States/UTs.

3. Principal Secretary, Dept of School and Mass Education, Govt, of
Odisha, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001

4. Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education, Govt, of Madhya
Pradesh, Mantralaya, Ballabh Bhawan Bhopal, MP - 462004.

5. Principal Secreiary, Dept of School Education  & Literacy, Govt' of
Jharkhand, MDI Building, Jharkhand Mantralaya, Dhurva Building,
Ranchi, Jharkhand - 834004

Panicker Foundation, 509, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala - 695014

I

rom

6. P.N.

I

(Dr. Prem Singh)
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NATIONAL INST I fUTION FOR TRANSFORMING INDIA

NlTl Aayog, NITI Bhawan, Parliament Street,
Hew Delhi <110 001

DR. PREM SINGH
ADVISER

Tel: 011-23096816
E-mail: prem.t}ogzi@ias.n{cln

D.O. No. P-11057/17/2018-HRD
02"‘i June, 2021

The National Education Policy (NEP)-2020 has placrd renewed emphasis
on *how to read', learn to read*, ‘read to learn' and undersr.ored the critical role
played by Public/School/Digital libraries towards this end. The P.N. Panicker
Foundation has been a key contributor in this area.

^  Honouring the father of the ̂ ibraIy Movement in Kei ala’, the late Sn. P.N
Panicker; the State Government of Kerala has been celebrai ing 19a‘ June as the
‘Day of Reading’ and the following week as the ‘Reading Week’ since 1996.
This initiative commenced in collaboration with P.N. Paniclfcr Foundation, paved

for the launch of Reading Mission 2022. In furiherance of the lofty
the HonlDle Prime Minister inaugurated the 22^^

at Kochi on 17^1*

2.

the way
objectives of this Mission.
National level Reading Day and Reading Month celebratmns
June 2017.

3. In view of the pandemic, the celebrations this yeai will be held ontae.
Further, thqr will comprise a variety of Covid-awarencss related activities
including webinars on Covid appropriate behaviour. The larget audience is to
include School/College students, teachers, faculty members and librarians. Your
State/UT may organise similar activities with an enhanced focus on promoting
online/offline reading.

4. The Reading Mission stands to benefit greatly from your engaged leadership
in this regard. May I request you to direct all District Magintrates(DMs) of your
State/UT to virtually chair District Level Organising Coniinittees as in earlier
years. The DMs may be advised to guide the Reading Mission towards the
envisioned outcomes by 2022 in the larger interest of our children and the
nation.

IaJi’ ^ Yours sincerely,
wv

(Dr. Prem Singh)

(To All Chief Secretaries of States as per Annexure)



AnnexureTo:

Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh-522238Ch ef Secre aiy. Govt, of ArunachaJ Pradesh, Itan4ar-79111
Assam, Dispur-781000

Chief Secretaiy, Govt. ofEihar, Patna - 800015

nwi f of Chattisgarh, Raipur - 492001Cmei Secretary, Govt, of Goa, Panaji - 403001
Gujarat, Gandhinagar-382010

°^^®G'ana, Chandigarh - 160017Chief Secretaiy, Govt, of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla - 171002

CHef Kashmir, Jammu - 180001Chief Secretaiy, Govt, of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 834004
C^ef Secretaiy, Govt, of Karnataka, Bangalore - 560001

J^rala, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001
Pradesh, Bhopal - 462003Ctaef Secretary, Govt, of Maharashtra, Mumbai - 400001

hief Secretaiy, Govt, of Manipur, Imphal - 795001
Ctaef Secretaiy, Govt, of Meghalaya, Shillong - 793001
C^ef Secretary, Govt, of Mizoram, Aizawal - 796001
^ef Secretary, Govt, of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001
C^ef Secretaiy, Govt, of Odisha, Bhubaneswar - 751001
Chief Secretaiy, Govt, of Punjab, Chandigarh - 160009
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Rajasthan, Jaipur - 302001
Clnef Secretaiy, Govt, of Sikkim, Gangtok - 737101
hief Secretaiy, Govt, of Tamil Nadu, Chennai - 600009

°^Telangana, Hyderabad - 500022
of'^npura, Agartala - 799001C^ef Secretary, Govt, of Dttar Pradesh, Lucknow - 266001

Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttarakhand, Dehradun - 248001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of NCT of Delhi, New Delhi  - 110003
Chief Secretaiy, Govt, of Puducherry, Puducherry  - 605001
Chief Secretaiy, UT of Andaman & Nicobar, Port Blair - 744101
Adviser to Honhle Administrator, UT of Chandigarh
Adviser to HonT^le Administrator, UT of Dadra
396230

Chandigarh - 160009
and Nagar Haveli, Silvasa -

Adviser to Hon ble Administrator, UT of Daman & Diu, Daman - 396210
viser to Hon ble Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti - 682755

Adviser to Hon ble LG, UT of Ladakh, CM Secretariat, Leh-Ladakh-194101



Copy to:

Secretary, Dept, of School Education & Literacy, Ministiy nf Education, Shastri
Bhawanf New Delhi, with a request to send similar circulai s from your side to
Scre^f^t of Higher Education, Ministiy of Education, Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi, with a request to send similar circulars from your side to all
Sta.tes/UTs •

Principal Secretary, Dept of School and Mass Education, Govt, of Odisha,
Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001 ^ r,, iv, «
Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education, Govt, of Madhya Pradesh,
Mantralaya,Ballabh Bhawan Bhopal, MP-462004
Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education & Literacy, Govt, of Jhar^and,
MDI Building, Jharkhand Mantralaya, Dhurva Building, Rfinchi, Jharkhand
834004 ^
P.N. Panicker Foundation, 509, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala - 695014

(Dr. Prem Singh)



^ 3ipfra, ̂  TO
■li^ ^ ftp^l-110 001

NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR TRANSFORMING INOl/
NITI Aayog, Parliament Street,

New Delhi-110 001

Z?*** May, 2020

\

dr. PREM SINGH
ADVISER

Tel: 011-23096816
E-mail: prem.bogzl@ias.nic.in

D.O. No. P-11057/17/2018-HRD

A country’s socio-economic progress depends on j ti,p p N
tremendous significance. TowarLln this end, The P.N.

contributing towards building India as a Knowledge

its rich knowledge base.

Consequently, reading holds
Panicker Foundation has been
Economy.

.Honouring the father of the ‘Library Movement m

to M™* « to R»l«g ««. Tte
commenced in collaboration with P.N. Panicker Foundation, translor^d into a mass
movement, paving the way for the launch of Reading Mission 21122, activities of
this mission, to be implemented in schools, libraries and Pandiayats by involving, public libraries, Panchayats and civil soniely etc., include the

telling, poetry recitation, quiz programmes, puppetry, magic
, drawing/painting competitions, seminars, workshops as well as

runs..

2.

educational institutions
reading pledge, story
shows, folk arts
outreach programmes like knowledge yalras, mass
3  Furthering the Mission, the Hon'ble Prime Minister iimugurated the 22nd
National level Reading Day and Reading Montli celebrations al Kochi on 17th June
2017, and called upon the citizens to inculcate the reading habit, selling up a target to
reach 300 million under privileged population by 2022.

Your State/UT may organise similar activities with an increased focus on
promoting technology-enabled reading. In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, the
Foundation has initiated and designed an action plan to reach the target population by
leveraging digital technology, wherever feasible.

4.

Your leadership to the Reading Mission would be greally beneficial m this
regard. May I request you to kindly direct all District Magistrates In guide the Reading
Mission by activating the District Level Organising Committees imd providing proper
directions to them as done

5.

in the previous years.

^7/ Yours sincerely,

(Dr. Prem Singh)
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Anncxure

1, Ms, Nilam Sawhney, Chief Secretary, IAS, Govt, of Andhra Pradesh
Andhra Pradesh-522503. ■

2. SM Naresh Kumar, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagaf-79111
3. Shri Kumar Sanjay Krishna, ChiefSecretary, Govt. of Assam, Dispur-781000 :
4. Shri Deepak Kumar, ChiefSecretary, Govt. ofBihar, Patna-800015 . '

5. Shri R.P. Mandal, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Chattisgarh, Raipur - 492001 .
6. Shri ParimalRai,ChiefSecretary, Govt. ofGoa,Panaji-403001 ■7. ' Shri Anil Mukim, Chief Secretary, Govt; of Gujarat, Gandhinagar-382010. .

Anand Arora, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Haryana, Chandigarh -
160017 : - , . ’

' ?. Shri Anil Kumar Khachi, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla -
171002 ■ ;

10. Shri B.V.R. Subrahmanyam, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jammu and Kashmir,
Jammu-.180001

; 11. Shri Sukhdev Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jharkhand,Ranchi 834pof:
'  12.Shri T.M. Vljay Ehaskar, Chief Secretary, Govt.-'of Karnataka, Bangalore--

13. Shri Tom Jose, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.- 695001
■  14. Shri Iqbal Singh Bainsj Chief Secretary, Goyt; ̂of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal - ,

462003 * , , ■ : ■ '

:15.Shri5Ajoy G. Mehta, Chief Secretary, Govt,: ofMaharashtra, Mumbai-^400001.
.  , j6.ShriJ.SureshBabii, Chief Secretary, Govt: of Manipur,Imphal-795001 r
;.i7.ShriM.S. Rao, Chief Secretary, Goyt. of Meghalaya, Shillong-793001; V'

^18. SHri Lalnunmawia Chuaiingo, Chief Secretary, Govt., of Mizoram, Ai’zawal -
796001

: 119 . Shri Tali Temjen Toy, ChiefSecretary, Govt, of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001 ,
'  70. Shri Asit Tripathy, ChiefSecretary, Goyt.’OfOdisha, Bhuvaneswar.:v 751001.

21.Dr. KarahA'AarSingh, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Punjab, Chandigarh -160009

22. Shri Devendfa Bhushan Gupta, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Rajasthan, Jaipur -
.  302001 , : I \ ^ i’ ‘ -
23.ShriS.C. Gupta, ChiefSecretary,Gpyt.ofSikkim,-Gangtok-737101 >  ,

;  24.ShriK. Shanmugam, ChiefSecretary, Govt. ofTamil Nadu, Chennai-600009
25.:Shri;Somesh Kumar, ChiefSecretary, Govt; ofTplangana, Hyderabad-500022 ;

"^26.ShriManoj Kumar, ChiefSecretary, Govt, of Tripura, Agartala-799001 '
- 27. Shri Rajendra Kumar Tiwari, Chief Secretarj^, Govt, of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow -
'  266001 -.1 ■ I ,
28. Shri Utpal Kiima* Singh, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttarakhand, Delh-aduh -

248001 I
29. Shri Rajiva Sinha, Chief Secretary, Govt, of West Bengal, Kolkata - 700001

Guntur, ^

<, •
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Chief Secretary, Govt, of MCT of Delhi, New Delhi -30. Shri Vijay Kumar Dev,

31..sSbvani Kumar,'Clhief Secretary, Govt, of Pudii.:lierry,Puducheny -605001
32. Shri Chelan B. Sanghi. Chief Secretary, UT of /Vidaman & Nocobar, Port Blair

33.Shri V.P. Singh Badnlore, Administrator, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh -i 60009
34. Shri Praful K. Patel,, Administrator, UT of Dadra anil Nagar Haveh, Daman &

. Shri Dineshwar Sha^, Administrator, UT ofLakslindweep, Kavaratti 682755
. I

35
I

t

Copy to: ’

^✓1. Ms. Anita Karwal, * Secretary, Deplt, of School Education & Literacy, MHRD,.
ShastriBhawan,lSe\V‘Pelhi“l 10001. / .-nu

2. Shri Amit Khare, Secretary, Deptt. of Hi^er Education, MHRD, Shaslri Bhawan,
New Delhi-lldooi.' ‘ r. • .

3. Ms; Chithra Arumugami Principal Secretary,'Dept ol School and Mass Education,-
Govt, ofGdisha, Bhubaneswar, Odisha-751001 • n a

4. Ms. Rashmi Aran Shami, Principal Secretary,. Dept of School Education, Govt. oi
Madhya Pradesh, Mahtralaya, Ballabh Bhawan Bhopal, MP - 462004 ,

5 Shri Rahul SharmaJ Principal Secretary, Dept of ScIh)o1 Education St Literacy,
Govt, of Jharkhand, MDI Building, Jharkhand. Maiilralaya, Dhurva Building, •
Ranchi, Jharkhand - 834004

6. Project Director tBCG-PFEL-Consortium), The Boston Consulting Group (India)
Pvt. Ltd,19th floor,Tower C, Building 1(), DLF Cyber City, Phase-II, Gurugrin, i
Haryana-122002 - . . -

7. P.N. Panicker Foundation, 509, Sangecth Nagar, Thyctmd, Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala-695014' .
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I  in'CMitnent of India
NATIONAL INSTIIMnoil FOR TRANSFORMING INDIA

Nil I .i^pri Pariiamenl Street
Mi-i/l )elhi-110 001

AioU Kumar. i.A.s.
ADVISF.R

le 011-23096613

E-mail alokkumar.up@nic.in

D.O. No. NITl P-11057/17/2018-HRD Dated 21” May 2019

Q/.tfLC /Ll^;
remarked, "Re.iding is a basic tool inA famous philosopher and educator once

the living of a good life." Reading helps to develop social values of egalitarianism,
beneficial, by celebrating reading aver a month all through the coiijilry.

2  Since the year 1996, the Government of Kerala has been ctilebrating 19*1* June as
the Day of Reading and the following week as the Reading Week, in memory of the late

of the Library Movement of Kerala. This inllliitive commenced in
mass movement thatPN Panicker, father

collaboration with PN Panicker Foundation. It has now become a
paved the way for creation of Reading Mission 2022, the activiliu'. of which a e to beimplemented in most of the urban and rural libraries of the couiilry by involving civj
society organisations. During this intensive campaign, focussed activities are planned to
be undertaken by the masses and institutions like educational instilullons, public libraries,
panchayats and civil society, etc., to promote reading and relatml activities through
storytelling, poetry recitation, quiz programs, puppetry, magic shovjs, folk arts, drawing
and painting competitions, seminars and workshops, outreach proRi ams like knowledge
yatras, mass run, etc.

3  The Hon'ble Prime Minister inaugurated the 22"** National-lE>^'el Reading Day and
the Reading-Month celebrations at Kerala on 17"' June 2017, and call.-d upon the citizens
to start a movement to inculcate the reading habit and set up a target I o reach 300 million
under-privileged population with the message of reading and dlgilnl reading by 2022
through the Reading Mission. May I suggest that you may like to lonsider organizing
similar events on the pattern of those being done in Kerala, as outlinail above. Duringthe
month-long activities as part of the Reading Mission 2022, you coulil consider involving
partners like public libraries, educational institutions and civil sociely, witli a stress upon
the need of internet-enabled reading.

4. Your leadership to the Reading Mission 2022 would be greally beneficial in this
regard. May I request you to direct all District Magistrates to lead/guide the Reading
Mission 2022 by chairing the district-level organizing committees anil providing proper
direction in reaching the unreached.

v? sfiSK wcoar St aftr
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1 request you on behalf of NITI Aayog to support activities of the Reading Month
starting from 19^^ June, to help realise the vision of reaching out to the 300 million who
are the most under-privileged section of the population.

5.

{j-CJLUL
dI? Yours sincerely,

(Alok

To

All Chief Secretaries/UT Administrators as per list
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Annex-A:

.  Chief Secretary, Govt*, of Andhra Pradesh, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar - 79111
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Assam, Dispur-781000
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Bihar, Patna - 8(K)015
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Chhattisgarh, Raipur-492001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Goa, Panaji - 403001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Gujarat, Gandhinagar-382010
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Haryana, Chandigarh -160017
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Himachal Pradesh, Shimla -171002
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jammu & Kashmir, Jammu -180001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Jharkhand, Ranchi - 834004
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Karnataka, Bangalore - 560001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram - 695001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal-462003
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Maharashtra, Mumbai - 400001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Manipur, Imphal - 795001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Meghalaya, Shillong - 793001 ‘
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Mizoram, Aizawal- 796001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Nagaland, Kohima - 797001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Odisha, Bhubaneswar-751001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Punjab, Chandigarh -160009
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Rajasthan, Jaipur - 302001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Sikkim, Gangtok-737101
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Tamil Nadu, Chennai - 600009
Chief Secretary, Govt. ofTelangana, Hyderabad - 500022
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Tripura, Agartala 799001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow  -266001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Uttarakhand, Dehradun-248001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of West Bengal, Kolkata-700001
Chief Secretary, Govt, of NCT of Delhi, New Delhi -110003
Chief Secretary, Govt, of Puducherry, Puducherry  -605001
Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman & Nicobar, Port Blair-744101
Administrator, UT of Chandigarh, Chandigarh 160009
Administrator, UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Silvasa - 396230
Administrator, UT of Daman & Diu, Daman - 396210
Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti - 682755

Copy to:
Secretary, Dept of School Education & Literacy, MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi -:i lODOl
Secretary, Dept of Higher Education, MHRD, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi -110001
Principal Secretary, Dept of School and Mass Education, Govt of Odisha, Bhubaneswar, Odisha - 751001
Principal Secretary, Dept of School Education, Govt of Madhya Pradesh, Mantralaya, Ballabh Bhawan
Bhopal, MP - 462004

Principal Secr^ry, Dept of School Education & Literacy, Govt of Jharkhand, MDI Bii||dlng, Jharkhand
Mantralaya, Dhurva Building, Ranchi, Jharkhand • 834004

rSinS°DS &h7r floor. TowerL, uutiding 10, DLF Cyber City, Phase-II, Gurugram, Haryana-122002
PN Panicker Foundation, 409 Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala S9S014
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III -110 001
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Ml 11 Parliament Stieel
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Tele •011-23096613

c. mail • nioXHumar.UDignic.lii
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DONo.Nm H-l 1017/2

Dated: 18* May, 2018

Reading is a good habit and it develops the values which aio crucial for creation of on
egalitarian and tolerant society. Lord Francis Bacon remarked “Rending maketh a full man;
conference, a ready man; and writing, an exact man”. Hence it is impel ative that we campaign to
bring fbcus upon by celebrating it over a month all through the country.

The Government of Kerala has been celebrating June 19*aslhe Day ofReading and the
Following week as the Reading Week for the past 22 years in memory of the late P.N.Panicker,
father of the Library Movement of Kerala. This initiative commenced from 19* June 1996 in
collaboration with P.N.Panicker Foundation. It has now become a mass movement which paved the
way for the creation of Reading Mission 2022, the activities ofwhich are I o be implemented In most
of the urban and rural libraries of the countiy by involving civil in society organizations. During
this intensive campaign, focused activities arc planned to be undciinkcn by the masses and
institutions like educational institutions, public libraries, panchayats imd civil societies etc., to
promote reading and related activities through sloiylclling, poetry recllallon, quiz programmes,
puppetry, magic show, folk arts, drawing and painting competitions, seminars and workshops,
outreach programmes like knowledge yatras, mass run etc.

2.

3. The Hon^ble Prime Minister inaugurated the 22“* National level Reading-Day and the
Reading-Month Celebrations at Kerala and called upon the citizens to .stai I a movement to inculcate
the reading habit and set up a target to reach 300 million under-privileged population with the
message of reading and digital reading by 2022 through the Reading MiHsion. May I suggest that
you may like to consider oxganizing similar events on the pttein ofwhat is being done in Kerala, as
outhn^ above. During the month-long activities as part of the Reading Mission 2022, you could
considCT involving partners like public libraries, educational institutions, r.ivll society with a stress
upon the need of internet-enabled reading.

In this rrapcct I request you to kindly provide leadership to tlic Reading Mission 2022
and direct all District Magistrates to lead /guide the Reading Mission 202.'? by chairing the district
level organizing committees and providing proper direction in reaching liw unreached.

4.

5. I take this opportunity to exhort you to make the neading-monlli  starting from June 19*
niio a Ando an\ in orier to n»li» the vision of reaching out to the ;i00 million who arc the
most undc^p^vjicged section of the population.

Iku/

6
uHiUfti L jLWiivtJ- Yours sincerely

(Alok Kumar)
To

.  All Chief Sccrctarics/UT Administrators byname as per list

5® essH ratoHi ̂  3il7



Annex-A.

1. Shri Dinesh Kumar, C;uef Secretary, Govt, of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad-500023
2. Shri. Satya Gopal, Chbf Secretary, Govt, of Arunachal Pradesh, Ilanagar- 791I I1
3. Ms, T Y Das, Chief Secretary, GovL of Assam, Dispur- 781000
4. Shri Anjani Kumar Sin^, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Bihar, Patna- 8O0OI5
5. Shri Ajay Singh, Chie^'Secretar)*, Govt, ofChhallisgarh, Raipur- 492001
6. Shri Dhaimendra Sharma, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Goa, Panji- 403001
7. Dr. Jagdip Karayan Sin^, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Gujrat, Gandhinagar- 382010
8. Shri D.S, Dhesi, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Harj^a, Chandigarh- 160017
9, Shri Vineet Chawdhr^ Chief Secretary^iGovt. of Himachal Pradesh, Shimala-171002
10. Shri B B Vyas, GhiefSesretary, Govt, of J&K, Jammu-180001

'  11. Shri SudhirTripathy,.Chief Secretary, Govt of Jharkhand, Ranchi- 834004
12. Ms.RatnaPrabha, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Karhato, Bangalore-560001
13. Shri Paul Antony, Chief Secret^, Govt of Kerala, Thininananthapuram-695001
14. Shri Basant Jhatap Smgh, Chief Secretary, Govt of Madhya Pradesh, Bhopal-462003
15. Shri Surait Mutlick, chief Secretary, Govt of Maharashtra, Mumbai- 400001
16. Shri Rajani Ranjan Rashmi, Chief Secretary, Govt of Manipur, Imphal- 795001
17. Shri Yeshi Tsering, Chief Secretary, Govt of Meghalaya, Shilong- 793001
18. Shri Laimalsawma. Chief Secretary, Govt of Mizoram, Aizwl- 796001
19. Shri Pankaj Kumar, Hiief Secretary, Govt of Nagaland, Kohima- 797001
20. Shri.A.P. Padhi, Chfef Secretary, Govt of Odisha, Bhubaneshwar- 751001
21. Shri Ke^ Avtar Singh, Chief Secretary, Co\t of Punjab, Chandigarh-160009
22. Shri Nihal Ghand G:-cI, Chief Secretary, Govt. ofRajasdian, Jaipur- 302001
23. Dr Alok Kumar Srinasatav, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Sikkim, Gangtok- 737101
24. Dr. Girija Vaidyanaihan, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Tamilnadu, Chennai- 600009

'  25. Sanjeev Ranjan, Chief Secretary, Govt of Tripura, Agarlala- 799001
26. Shri Rajiv Kumar, Chief Secretary^ Govt, of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow- 266001
27. Shri U K Sin^, Chief Secretary, Govt of yttai^and, Dchradun-248001

Shri Malay Kumar De, Chief Secretary, Govt, of West Bengal, Kolkata- 700001
Shri Anshu Prakasb, Chief Secretary, GoVt. of>ICT ofDelhi, New Delhi-110003

30. Shri Ashwani Kumar, Chief Secretary, Govt, of Puducherry,.Puducherry-605001
Shri AnindoMajumdar, Chief Secretary, UT of Andaman ̂ d Nicobar, Port Blair-
744101 . . . u

32. Shri ParimalRai, A'.dviser to the Administrator, UT of Charidjgarh. Chandigarn-
160009

33; Shri Praftil Patel, xLdministrBlor,UT of Dadra &Nagar Haveli, Silvasa- 396230
34. Shri Praful Patel, Administrator, UT of Daman  &Diu, Daman- 396210

Shri Farooq Kham Administrator, UT of Lakshadweep, Kavaratti- 682755
36. Shri S K Joshi, CEsf.SecretaiyVGdvt. of Telangana, Hyderabad 500022

28

29.

31

35.
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Cojyto:.
(S. No. 3,4,5,6 in view ofNlTI*s SATH-E Project CPMU miimios dated J3/04/2018)

4. ̂ cipal DepBtmcnt of School Edu(iation & Llleracy. Govt, ofJharkhand MDI
Jharkhand Mantralaya. DhurvaBundmg. Ranchi, Jlwrkhand-834p04

6. Prrfhct Director (BCG^PFEL-Consortiimi). The Boston
Ltd,, 19* Fiobr, Tower C, Building No.
Haryana-122002

7.' P-N. Panicker Foundation, 409
695014

, Sbutri Bhaww,

'onsultii^ Group (India) Pvt.
10. DLF Cyber City, Phase -II. Gunigram,

(

Sangeeth l^agar, TTiycaiifl, Thirpvanthapuram, Kwia-

.(A!6k Kumar)
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