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F, No. 1 &i I t04l?0{ 9-SCD-V
Government of lndia :

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment .

Department of Social Justice & Empowerment

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated 2,3rd Dated DecCmberi 20110

to
Addltional Ghief €ecretary/ princi pat sec reta ry/secretary
Departm e n t of wetfare ot 

-sc 
h eo 

" 
I J C 

""i""7iitrr-. 
r-e, ;*"rd c laqses

All the stato Governments and ut ecministration" iia priri"t #i.nIol
.. 

ir1. r;.....r ...

$ubfoct Contlnuatlon' and REvlslon .tn -tunOtng pattern ,of the Gentrally
Sponsored Scheme 'Post Matric ScholarEhip to students betonglng i6
$cheduled Gastes for stud:ies in tndia (PMS-bcl':from to2o-iftUiiZdin
2A.

.',

.

I am directed to refer to the :subject mentioned above and to say that the
sonftnuation and revision of the Cenirally Sponsored Scheme of "P6st Ma*ia
$cholarship to students belonging to Scheduled Castes for studies in lndia {PMS-SCf
forthe period 2o2o-21 |,rc'2a25-26 has been approved by the Govemment.

2, The revised scheme:is airied at bringing a,tranbforrnatory,impact on the poorest
,8c households, and is based on priniiptis of timely a6tiveiii, compreiiensive
accountability, continuous monitoring and total transparency. ,Whlls the revised
guidelines of the Scheme shall be issued shortly, the,,major modifications approved for
effective implementation and better monitoring of the scheme are as follows:

a) The existing committed liability systern in the funding pattern will be replaced with
a 60: 40 sharing pattern betr,rreen thd Centre and States (90:10 in case of North
!3sprn statesl6t tne average dernand:for the, scheme:tot mrei veai perioo
2017-18 to 201$20, $,ith a' $oh annual increase each year. The, above qiiall be
applicable from 2O2O-2l onwards and the scheme will6e continued up to 20a+
26. For the year 2A2O:21, the central share would be 607s of the avefflg6
demand of the last three year$ (2017.18to Z01g-20). : .

b) 'For smooth administration'of the scireme, the following conditions witlgevern the
release of the central assistance for this scheme: . li. The 

-Slate 
Governments will ensurq'thai the poorest students'belonging to

the SC hous€holds shall get top priority:fori coverage under.,the sChem6"
This_wotld include (i) students from SC households with three or mong
deprivations as per'SECC -2011,'(ii) .the students from ihel frousetroiOs
where one or both the parents are.illiterate and (iii) the students who have

t,of 3
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passed 10h standarO from a State GovernmenU fiaunicipality/Local Body
schools. ' Awareness driv.e will be' undertaken by the State
Governments/UTs about the-scheme through the Gram Panchayats
Notice Boards, school committees, and discu&ions in the parent-teaiher
association meetings, public awareness in order,to minimizA any misu*a
Only such higher educational'lnstitutions which maintain thB laid down
academie standards shall be covered under the scheme, All 'such

participating instiMions shallget NMClNtsA iccreditation before 2024 for
continuation in tfie schqme from 2m5-26 onwar{s. ln case of ,schsolsand
diploma fnstitutions, only,those which are recognised by the competent
authority shall be considered-under the scheme.
The scheme shall be run on an online platform with robust.cyber security
measures that would assure trensparency, accountability, efficiency; and
timely delivery of the assistance without any delayi. The f.litional
Scholarchip Portal (NSPJ would be suitably modified,for thig purpose. .lf
any State ,is"already- having a'running eyllins portal that fulfils all ,fre laid
down paramet€rs, they can continue with it, but share the data on real-
time basis to the National,$Chslarship Portal or any other porlal as
specified by the Department of $ocialJustice & Empowerment.
The States shall undertake fool-proof verification of the eligibility, caste
status, Aadhar identification and bank account details on the online port;al,
Apart from this, they shall maintain a cornplete database df the
be nef i claries u nder various scholarsh ip, schemes to gRs ure de-d uplication

'V. Release of funds to the students shall be automatically tinked to the
aadhar'based attendance system, which shall be a mandatory provision in
the scheme. : 

:

vi. Transfer of financial assistance to the students under the scheme shalf be
on DBT mode, and preferably using the Aadhar Enabted Payment
System. Starting from 2021:22i the Cenlral share in the scherne would ba
released on DBT. mode directly into the barik,sccounts,of :the students;
after ensuring that the concerhed State Government has reteaeeO'lfliii
share. For this purpose, all State Govbrnments'would be encouraged to
have an esorow account,for the.scheme so as to ensure release of funds
as per the gfuen schedule of payrnents.

vii. There shall be thorough evaluation of the oqtoomes of the scherne in
regular intervals to ascertain the etfectiveness of echeme implementation
and'for tracking the progress of the students. This may,include conduct oJ
social audits ohce a y;af, annual third,'party evaluatisn, and hatf'Vearly
self-audited reports fiom each institution. 

- 
ln order to eneuri drope?

accountahility, physical verifications at various levels via
BlocUDistricUstate Ievels shall"be done covering at least 1}o/o of the
institutions/students, chosen,random ly through a n dlgorithm,

-E3ch- 
State will prepare all Annuat Action Ptan in February each year for the

fplloying academic y€ar,reflecting various details that shalt ne cornniunicated by
$e Eepartment. These annual ptans witl be appraised ind approved by th6
Central Government. There shall be ,incentives and disincentives toi ttre
StateslUTs based on a set of indicators covering - (i) payments as per the given

il.

iv.
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outcornegofthe,sctrglarghitrholders.-,,.',..],,

S; For the Financial Year Z,AZA-2l,all the State/UT Governments are requested to
sond the folloring information for being brought under the revised system wittrin ttre
given time limits: : ,

d A formal lefier 9f acceq,tance gl the aboye revised system for administering' 
the PM$-SC scheme hefore ,!Sn Jan ZAm.

b) Confinmation of the actual demand for the scheme in 2017-18" 201&1g and
2019-20 !o {gtermine the revised central share for 2OAOZ1,iiilong:withG;
demandtor2a2&21:before'.,{5th,Januar'y2Q21;

c) The database of the students -enrolled in the academic year, ZCIZolZl
(renewals and fresh cases) along with,the details of releases lnaUe-in each
case tor 202A"21 may be shared with the central po*at in the format and as

2021, Where rpleas-es to the students haven't been made, the same shall be

. : :.4" The Centrat share:as per thd revised formula would be released to the $tate
Governments based on the data aB ;tat*d :inou" -an"i;;j;;iil; 

the ,csnlra;
assistance already released during the cuirentlygar. Consideringitnailrrere rrt.ii G
,llo 

"qrry 
fo.rwld of, the central share for 2020-21 to the nexf financial year and

therefore all States/UTs are requested to send the complete proposats'and the
databaee as staled above along lvilh pending Utilization Certificite'i,inO ani ottrCi

5. This issues with the approval of Secretary, SJE. .
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F.No. 14011n4n ScO;V '

_ Ministryof SocialJustice & Empowermenl
lJt,pat rnttsrill ur DU{Jlat:TJUSUOe d. EmoowgfmentDepartmept of SocialJustice & Empowerment

t.i...'.r 
. . 

1 
.""..: . - . t, . ', :'

: Shastri Bhawan, New DelhiI ,I,' , Dated3l$Decemner,eOa0.'
fo

DeBartmenr of welfare of $chedured castes/othir Backwirl chrses
Allthe State Gorremmenrs and UT Administrations(As per fist itticneO) 

:

Subiect Draft Scheme Guidelines of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme 'post Matric
g_q-h_qlalsl'ip to students belonging to s:chlouleo CasteJ ioistuoies-in ilai"
(PMS-SC)' from 2020-21 tiil 2O2s-26-,. . .- : :

,]
:

'l am directed to, refer to the sublect mentioned above and !o, say lhat the major
rnodificationg apploved byrtle Government under the siheme w*" iid lated vide lefrer
of even number dated'23rd December; 2020. Now based 'on. tne if,anges approved, the
draft guidelines have been suitably amended for etfective implem"it,rtion and better
monitoring of the scheme (copy enclosed). ' ' ,'

2. Y-ou are, therefore, requested thatcomments on the draft guidelines may kindlybe
sent to this office by emailto dgpak.mqhra3G@oorin latest by Tb.rinuary, ztizt...].=ll],..'
3.*hisissueswiththeapprova!ot,Secrea.ry,sJE..

Enpl: Dfaft Guidelines i l

'Yours faithfully,

. 1 ..

(Deepak lilehral:, Dir,ector
Tele: 011- et383fil4

Mail l.D: deoak;mehra36@nic.in.
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FO$T MATRIS $SHOLAH$HIP$
. : 

: : t '. 
.. .' . : 

. 
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TO THH $TUDHNT$'SELO.il.I.G|MC TO
-,

rOH $TUSIH$' IN. INHIA ..

., '..'" 
.. i '...

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

EMPOWE]RMENT :

Department of sociat -Justice & Empowerment



: $SHfrf$E OF pO$T FrtATfttC $CHOL.&*$H|F$
ro Ttr E $runr Hri$$*ffi1;l{_ffi,1 

??tr$X 
r.Hb sA $irE$ ro R

:

{wlth, effect frorn January, Z0Z{ }
' ' . ,' 

... 
1 ,, ,:

1:1 The objective of the scheme is to appreciably increase the gross enrolment ratio

in higher education of SC students with a focus,on those from the poorest households, by,]
providing finaneial assistance at post matriculallon or post-secondary stage to enable them

tocompletetheireducation...,.'''',..,..

,

2.1 These scholarships are available for studies in,lndia only and the awardees are

selected by the State GovemmenUUnion Territory to whicfr the applicant actually betongs

(i.e. the State/UT in which permanently settled pr domiciled, as per the terms o-f domicile

2.2 This is applicable to all the students who are currently beneliciaries of the scheme

as well as fresh admissions. :

: a) 'Graup t: Olegr* ind Pasl Graduatte tevetprofessional courses',shall mean: all

Professional courses in Medicine, fngineerihg; Technology, Planning, Architecture,
: ,.. ..

Design, Fashion Technology, Agriculture,,Veterlnary:& Allied Sciences, Management,

ce/ Applications. (ii) Post Graduate

Diploma courses in various , branches of management & medicine. (iii)

C.A/|.C.W.A./C.SJ!.C.F.A. €!c: (Applicable.at,diy scholar rate onty Rs 5S0 per

month) (iv) M.Phii, Ph.D ana poit-Oouorat programrnes (D.Lit., D.Sc. etc.), Group l,
Group lland Group lll courses. (vi) L.L.B, lntegrated L.L.B,,L,L.M

bl 'Group 2: Other Professional Gourses Ie ading to Dqr*, Diploma, Certificate'shall
j'-

rnesn all Professional Courses:leadingr to Degree, M Ed,/ M. pharma , Diploma,

Certificate in areas like Phalmacy (B Pharma), Nuriing(e Uursing;, eFSl, other para-

medical brancfres like rehabilitation, diagnostics etc., Mass Gommunication, Hotel: .:.

Management & Catering, Travel/fourisnVHospiEtity Managembnt; lnterior Deoration,
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Nutrition& Dieteticsi Commercial ,{rt,, Finanqial Services (eig., Bankihg, lnsqrance,
t. :

Taxation etc.) fst. whicfr enftance qualitication is minimum.Sr.,,Secondary {10+2) and
.., . -': 

"' 
'-"'

Vocational stream, lTl courses and Polytechnic where entrance qualification isClassXll

.,. 'c) "Group 3: Gradua{e and Posf Graduate eourse" shall mean: 'courses not coveied

under Group 1 & Group 2 e.g, B.A / B.Sc / B,Com etc. M.A/ M. Sc/ M.Com etc.

d| 'Group 4: Atl post-matriculation (Post Class X tevel) nondegree courses'shall,,,.:
mean: All post-matriculation level nondebree courses for which entrance qualification is

High School (Class X), e.g.Senior secondary certificate (ctass Xl and Xll); both general

and vocational stream, lTt courses, 3 year diploma courses in PolytechniGs; €tG.

Nofe: The listof oourses in various grcups is indiativeand SfareM., Ts may addcourses a$per
, 1 .. :"

el'hmpulsory non-refundabb fees'shall mean: Iee payable for enrolment/regisrration, tuition,

games, Union, Library, Magazine, Medical Examination and such other fees compulsorily.:
:payabte by the scholar to the institution or'UniversitylBoard, but does not include Retundable

deposits like caution money, securily deposit will, however, be excluded.

fl "Demand"lor ayear indicates the totalfund requirementforrelease ot qcholarshipto altaligible

students for release of scholarship under the scheme as per the entitlements for that particular'''..,',,,,
Yeaf. r .i 

.

4. Etigibility of Educational lnstitutions' ' '

4,1 Only such higher educational lnstitutions which maintain,the laid down academic

standards shall be covered under theischeme. All such participating ihstitutions shall get

NMC/NBA accreditation Uetore zo&q lsr ,continur,ion in the ,Jn"*" from zOZSlzA- ,.

onwards. ln case of schools and diploma institutions, only,those which are remgnized by

the competent authority shall be considered under the scheme,

4.2 Accordingly, scholarships will be given: for the study of all recognized post-

matriculation or post-secqndary courses pursued in recognized lnstitutions/ Universities/

Colleges falling in any of the following,'gr'categories of institutes 
"nO 

tf,. PMS-SC

scholarships can be reimbursed/availedr for'intermediate, Dipforna, Voeationat Training

Certificate,Graduate,PostGraduatecourSeSetc.:
I ,',

.i'lnstitutionsofNationallrnportal]Cq;..,,,'.,.,,,.,,....
,t. ,,.-,, :,. ...: .,.. ,,: ,. 1
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ii.

il.

iv.

V.

Central Un iversity/ State Univgrsityl Autonomous col leges recognized by U GC

and Universities /Colieges lecognrzed under section 2{f) ol UGC Act;

DeemedUniversitiesi, ,I . 
:

Private Universities recognized -by State/Centre with ,A level or equivatent

accreditationbyNAAc,NBA;...
Private Professional tnstitutions affiliated to a recognized CentrallState

',,:,,'
universityrand colered by a F.ee Fixation committeeas mandaled bysupreme

Court; I '. .' : I

., . ' ., . : ,,].

vi. Recognized schools/colleges for Clagses Xl'and class Xll;

' vii. Diploma granting lnstitutions as recognized by State/UT Governmentsl

viii. Vocational Training lnstitute atfitiated to National Council of Vocational

Training(NC\f{; , , :

: : ix. lnstitutions affiliated/approvgd bythe qpproprfate bodies like NMC/AIGTE etc.

or any regulatory body estaltisned by StatelUT/Centre.

Provided that where a particular number of seats for a particular course have been

recognized / authorized by the concerned regulatory authority, the admissions shall

be restricted to those numbers and courses.':
4.3 The fotlowing conditions regarding ,details ol:coufses offered, performance of the.:
institute, Aadhaar based attendance system is also required 'to be adhered by the

hslitution#Universities/Colleges in order to be,eligible under lhe scheme:

i. The lnstitutions/Colleges at the time of submitting scholarship applications of students will

also:submiU upload details of their registratign, affiliation and accreditation, courses being

offered and number of seats approvqd:for each course on the'portal:cr€ot€d for this
t' ' ' '

t.. ...ii. To be eligible for scholarships for their,studenls fn any academic year, the institutions
'i.

should have a minimum of 50% renewal in respect of sludents:availing post-matrac

scholarship for the previous academic year. However, where the institution is able to give

gmd and sufficient reasons for not achieving mlnimum of 50{ renewal; the above

mentioned limit will not apply. Good and sufficient reasons imply natural calamities like

floocU drought/ unforeseen circumstances/ law and order problem etc.
..,,iii. The scholarship benefits shall be linked with Aadhar based attendance system.

Therefore, the college/lnstitution will maintain an Aadhar based attendanae system on a

daily basis and witl submit attendapcedetails on the portal. , :
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iv. lnstitutes will submit half-yearly self-auditedr reports'to the State Governments in
',.,

prescribed format.

&GonditionsofEligibilit11.of.$tudents..,:,-..
5.1ThescholarshipsateopentoNationalso|tn,dia.,.,

,''.
5.2 Only those candidates who belong to Scheduled Castes so,speeified in retation to the

State/Union Territory to which the applicant actually behngs /domiciled:as determined by the

State/UT and who have passed the Matriculation or Higher Secondary or any higher

e:<arnination of a recognized University or Board of Secondary Education will be eligible-:

5.3 The ceiling on age limit for admission as regu[ar student in different classes should,be

decidedby.concernedlnstitutions..,,'i',
,5.4 Candidates who, after passing one stage of education are studying in the same slage of

education in a different subject e,g. tntermediate Science after lntermediate Arts or B.Com after

B.A" or M.A in one:subject after M;A in othersubiects will not be eligibla

5.5 Students who pursue their studies through;coryespondence @urses are also eligible.

The lerm correspondence includes distant and continuing education for courses in Centrall

SAte Universities only. Non-refundable fees shall be paid and'no maintenance altowance will

be paid.

5.6 All children of the same pareptslguardians will ,be entitled to receive benefits of the

scheme. , 
,''..,.'.,,,..5.7 A scholarship holder under this scheme w,itt not ho[d any other scholarship/stipend. lf,:,._

awarded any other scholarship/stipend, the studentcan exercise his/her option for either of the

two scholarships/stipends, whichever is more b-eneficial to him/trer, and should inform the

awarding authority thrrough the Head of the lnstitution about the- option made, No scholarship

will be paid to the students under this scheme from the date he/she accepJs another

seholarship/stipend, The student can however,'acceft free lodging or a grant or adhoc monetary

help from the State Government or any other souice for the purchase of books,. equipment or

tor meeting the expenses on board and lodging in addition to the scholarship amount paid under

this scheme. :' .

":.. . t ,... 1 .., .: " .

5.8 Scholarship holders who are receiving coactring:in any:of the pre-examination training

centers with financial assistance from the Centrat Govei'nmenU State Government will not be

eligibb for stipend underthe coaching scheme for'the duration of the coacfring programme.
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G.,$overageof $tudents ,, ' . .
6.1 Although many SC students have availed benefits underthis scheme and have occupied

high positions in the society, stillthe Gross Enrolment Ratio of SCs in higher education (23,0%)

lags behind the national average (27.}Vo\ lt is the endeayour of the Government to raise the
.:..

GER of SCs in higher education from 23.A % to the hational average in the next five years.
' :. ' .. 1 . '

Similarly, the GER in Higher Secondary education of,S€s has to increase from the current 567o

to the national average in the next five leors; TorrrArds this end,, special focus oJ the

implementing agencies is required to achieve the.goa!. ' l

6.2 The State Governments shall ensure that the poorest students belonging to the SC

households shall get rop friority for coverage under-,thJscheme, itris would include (i) sludents

from SC househoids with three or more deprivations as per SECC-2011, (ii) the students from

the households where one or both the parents-are illiterate and (iii) the students who have

passed 10th standard from a State GovernmenU Municipall$tr ocal Body scfrools. ln this regard,

States/UTs will launch special campaign to identify and cover such students.

6:3 , State#UTs may adopt meihodology suitable to rhe locallConditions for identification of

such students e.g. SC maiority districts/blocksfuillages may be taken first for identifr'cation of

poorest students or students leaving class 10!h or 1'2fr class may be tracked in association with

the education department or data emanating from ottrer CentraUstate'schemes indicating the

dropouts rates or other sources as deemed fit: Such studenls may be encouraged to enrol and

avail scholarships, in a campfiOn moOe. Such students wili be helped for identification of

courses also as per their skills. ,r I , ' , ,

r GovemmentslUTs about the scheme

through the Gram Panchayats Notice Boards, school committees, and discussions in the

parent-teacher association meetings and other public awareness drives, in order to extend its

coyerage and also minimize any misuse by unscnrpulous elements. . :

6.5 The States are required to take up identification of the students for fresh enrolment by

taking up systematic drive covering all the highbrsecondary schools and encouraging the pupils,,]
who dropped out after Class 12th to come backto hi$her education.

:,,6.6 lt is essential that the fresh enrolments to the extent possible are rnade in the courses

which are having employment potential. For this purpo,se, th.e State may do an exercise in

consultation with the Higher Education Department of the state Government, and the state skill
Mission for identifying courses which wouldlimprove the employment potential of the students.

It is strongly advised that fresh enrolment may be made in these courses.

Page 6 of 13

"a



I

I

6.7. State Government will ensure that rhe beneticiary, at the time,of admission, applies for
,

the scholarship also. ln this regard; the Smre Government may open facilitation centers,or

nominate a nodal officer in the educational' institutibns so that the entry in to the student

dafabase for renewals and fresh admissions can be done in a stipulated timeframe.

.. :

T, Means Test : , ,

.. . "-. .,i .. 
..: .

7.1 Scholarships will be paid to- thetsludents whose parents/guardians'income from all

sources does not exceed Rs. 2,50,000/. (Rupees Two lakh Fitty thousand only). lncome
j. ' '1

cefiificate is required to be taken once only i.e. at,the time of admission only to courses which

are mntinuing for more than one year. The income certificate shall be issued by the Authority

as.decidedbytheStateGovernmgn'.....,,,,

' .. 
.. . . .,',...,,. 

,

S.,Sornponents of the $cholarship ' ,

8.1 The component of scholarship includesthe following for complete duration of the courset.

i. Compulsory non-refundable fees including tuition fee, as: fixed by the Fee

Fixation/Rationalization Committee of the $tate Governrnent, payable half-yearly

ii.Academiciallowancepayqblehanyearly,',.i,'..,....,.....,

#The Diyyang students, 10olo exlra.

8.2. All seats filled through arbitrary and non-transparent processes (including management

quota, NRI quota, spot admissions etc) without fotlowing the merit criteria as decided by the
:

State Government are not eligible for these scholarships.

9. $election of Candtdates
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For this purpose the State shall ensure that the tvvo installments are disbursed to the students

by 15h July and 31$ December respectively so that the Central share can also be released in

r1.3 The state GovernmenU LJT Governffi€ot will release aox (in two installments of 20%
' ..I . . ..

each),of the Scholarship (10% in the case of Norlh Easlern Stiates) on the online portal created

for this purpose. Based on this, the central share of 607o (in two installments of 3AYoeactr) (90%

in the case of North Eastern States) will be released.

11.4 Payment of scholarship/ maintenance and any other admissible allowance should be

made to beneficiaries directly into,their accclrnts, preferably through AiOn"at enabled payment
,

11 .5 The Ministry of Social Justice vide notification number 428dated Feb ,16,2017 has'notified

Aadhaar as identity document under Section 7 of Aadhaar Acl2016 for all Scholarship Schernes

11 .6 The authentication through Aadhaar urould be compulsory at the time of renewals, if not

provided earlier at the time of admission, , ,,:
j,]:,

l2', Duration and Renewal of Awards

12,.L The award once made will be payable up to the completisn oJ course subject to good

conduct and attendan ce otTlohin every academic year. The attendance will be verified through

Aadhar based attendance System.
.i .' ' :'

12.2 lf a scholar is unable to appear in the annual examination owing to illness, the award

may be renewed subject to production of medical certificate from prescribed authority and

12.3\t according to the Regulations of a University/lnstitution, a student is promoted to the next

higher class even though he/she may not have actually passed in lower class and is required
,,,

io take examination of the iunior class again after.sometime, he/she will be entitled to

scholarship for the class to which he/she is promoted if the student is othenrise eligible for

t3i lT Framework
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t g.t, The scheme shall be run on an online platform with robust gyber securily measures that
., :. .. :...,t.,,

would assure transparency, accountabilityi effic[ency! and timely delivery of the assistianc€

without any delays, The National Scholarshlp P'orta! (NSP) would be suitably modified tor this

13.2. lf any State is already a running online portal that fulfils all the,laid down pararneters,

they can continue with it, but share the data on real-time basisto the National Scholarship Portal

or an), other portal as specified by the Department of Social Justice & Empowerment in due

course through instructions for enabling constant monitoring. Therefore, all States/UTs

implementing the scheme will migrate to online processing of disbursal oJ scholarships, where
',..'.;

notalreadydone.Thescholarshipportalshouldrnandatorilyhavethefollowingfeatures:

a) At the time of admission, every student'should pro$de an Aadhaar lD/Aadhaar EID and

oJher alternative form of lD as per this Ministry's notification, no.,428 dated $:A2,.2017

which will enable elimination of duplication and false claims. The Aadhaar:authentieation

is mandatory in case of renewals, if not provided at the time of admission. The Aadhaar
'...:

number entered by the students'should gothrough demo-auth:'gn real-time basis beJore
.:....'

allowing entry into the registratioo poftal., ,

b) The States shall undertake fool-proof verification of the eligibitity, caste status, Aadhaar

,, :, j,,'

any documents or any certificates into the system, All data should be auto-verified by

linking databases such,as (i)school bqardS'results. includingthe CBSE/ICSE along with

the cefiificates maintained by them; (ii)'database oJ income Gertificates and ca$te

certifacates issued by State/District Adminisiration and (iii) databases maintained by the

Universities and Colleges, using Aadhar'number as the link,:

c) All verification process of the students should be done using the above authenticated

verification by the institutions or even th; district level officers. (They can come in only

if any case of failure of machine-based authenticAtion.)

dl The Aadhaar based biometric attendance shall be recorded by each institution.

e) There shall be no systern of calling for the bankraccount details of the students and

authenticating it. All payments must go thtougfr RepS after checking the Aadhaar
,number with NPCI mspper. , . :
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The renewals should be automatic based on passing the previousyear examination and

having the required attendance. Thereishould hot be any requirement for the studenr to

A performance module to monitor the progress of student as well as performance ol the

institution should be suitably designed and incorporated.

Apart from this, they shalt maintain' a complete database of, the "beneficiaries under

various other scholarship schemeslo ensure Oe-Ouflication of the beneficiaries.
: '..

14. Annual Action Plan
- I , .'

14,1 Every participating StateAJT, on or before 28h Februarv of the preceding year, will
:...':'

prepare a State level Plan for PMS scheme. Any other initiatives of the State Govt. on similar

lines'may be mentioned separately in the Action Plan, The Plan should give clearly thetargetsr

eligibllity, proposed coverage separately for poofest'householiJr, pro.ar.es for identlfication,

identification of courses having employmentpotential, systems for monitoring etc,

14,2 The Department will constitute an Appraisal Committee to appraise and approve the:.
Annual Action Plans. These plans would be appraised at the Centre and the outlay for each

State would be finalized before 15th April, 2020,'as per the annual increase indicated under the

funding pattern. The constitution of the committee will- be informed through separate

instructions.

lS.farformanceofthc$tates/UT$'', ,t '

t.'...,
15.1 The performance of the States/UTs would be measured annually on certain parameters

like (i) payments as per the given time gchedule, (ii) coverage from the poorest households and
(iii) academic outcomes 'of the scholarship:holders (iv) :lmplementation of Aadhar based

:' l

attendance, (v) Digitisation'of various cenificates required for determining eligibility eta
15.2. The StateslUTs would be ranked on the above parameters and top performing States

will be rewarded accordingly. The details in this regard will be prepared after consultations, and
will be shared through instructions in due course.

Announcement of the $cheme by State#UTs
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1 .1 All the State Governments/UT Administrat' ns:will announce'starting from April, the
- 

' .': ' . ..t. .; .'..'-

details of the scheme and invite applications by issuing: an advertisement in the leading

n€wspapers of the State and through their respective websites/ $cholarship portals and other
mode of media. All requests for application forms and other paiticulars,should be addressed to
the Government of State/Union Territory Administration to which the scholars actually belong.

The applicant should submit the completed applicationrlo the prescribed authority on the portal

specified for this purpose before the last datelpiesoribed for receipt of appli,cations.

17.1 An application for scholarship will be made,online on scholarship portal giving the details
only of the Aadhaar number and the details of the course admitted. The verification of the
income, caste and merit details should be auto-checked trom the databases which are linked

online for instant verification. The process should be entirely paperless.

'1v.2. Until the above system is brought into etfec{; the documents rnay be scanned and
uptoaded which include: passpofi size photogfapi, digital signature, copy of each of certificates,,.'
diPloma, degree etc. in respect of all,exarnfnations passed, Caste certificate duly signed by the
authorizcd Officer, lncome cerlificate issued'by the competent authorily as prescribed by the

.:
State Govt. i

18. Evaluation/social Audit and follow up action
.l

18'{ . There shall be thorough evaluation of the outcomes of the scheme in regular inlervals to
a$certain the etfectivenessrof scheme implementaiion and for tracking th"'progr"ss of rhe
students, This may include conduct of social audits once a year, annuat third-party evaluation,
and halFyearly self:audited reports from each institution. l

18.2. The social audits are to be conducted byr the Social Audit Units of the State Government
formed by the Ministry of Rural Developmenti Govl of lndia duly meeting the cost from the
administrativecoStofthesche*"..,]
18.3. The State Government shall also set upra robust monitoring mechanism for monitoring
the academic progress of the students enrolled ts the scheme.
18.4" The students who are found to be 

fagging behind shouldlbe provideU remedialcoaching
so that their academic outcome shall not'be'less than the average academic outcomes. The
StateActionPlanshouldcontainclearproVisionsforthiS;
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18-5, ln order to ensure proper accountability, physical verifications at various leyels viz.
BloeldDistricUstate levels shalt be done by the State#UTs covering at least 10% of the
institutions/students, chosen randomly tfrroug; snralgorithm. rul,private instifutions.offering.-,:
courses at the level of graduation or above s.hall, however, be mandatorily inspected annually.

,,,''.'....,

19. Administrative Charges

19.1. The administrative cost for administration, monitoring and evaluation shall be limited to
'tY"otiheannualoutlay. ' ' " ' I , ' .

, ,,: :, ' ,

19'2. Each State/UT shall projecf the requirement of funds for gndertaking the monitoring of
the system in the Annual Action,Plans. This world ue considered by,the PAC by ensuring that
the total outflow on this count does not exceed 1yo of the annual ouflay.
19.3. The PAC shall give first priority in approving administrative charges for development of,,
lT infrastructure, setting up of lTechnicai SupponlGroup:rr* Frolect Monitoring Un1 at the
Central/State leveland socialaudits. , , l

iO, n ecnanism for redressal of grievances :

' 
,. , j, ,,

20i.1. There shall be a online grievance redressal meohanism linking all the authorities''''
responsibleforimplementationonihescholarshipiportat,,.,].',.,.].'
20.2 The student shall be able to lodge the grievance either through the portal or by a mobile
app. 

:

20"3. Every institution shall have a Grievance Redressal Officer (GROs) wno is,responsible for
entertaining the grievan@s and resolviig tnem by following'up wjtfr ,n" ,rrropri"t"*tnont,.
20.4:-' The non'resolution of'the,grievance at the institution levelshall iutomatically escalated
to the district and later to the state level for resolution.. .:, :.
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