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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR STATE COUNCTL OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND

TRAINING PUNJAB

ORDER

Order No 19/230-20'i'1 DIET (3)

..iated i\4otralt lq - G'l e
tvltL--REAS, the petitioner had filed Civil Writ Petition No. 2461 of Z}12-Kulwinder

l(arii and others Versus State of Purrjab and others, wherein the petitioner had

cirailenged questions of punjab State Teacher Eligibility Test held in 201 1. l-he Hon'ble

court cjn 5-g-2014 had allowed the above said writ petition. The operative parl of this

order ts reproduced here as under;

,' 7.'[he writ petition in CWp lrto.11324 of 2014 is allowed anct the petitioner

s;hati ,.lso have benefit of favourable. consideration and thd responderrts shall

r-eappraise the petitioner in the light of the above observations and declare

the peiitioner as passed. This exercise shall again be undertaken within a

pcr.r.:rJoitwoweeksfromthedateoireceiptofcopyoftltisorder.

g. The decision is made under extraordinary circumstances detailed above and

confined to the particular facts of the case. lt shallhave no precedent value "

And whereas the Department preferred LPA 1064 of 2015 against the said

order daterj 05.09.2014 passed by the Hon'bre High court, which was dismissed on '16-

1 0-201 5 l-he relevarrt portion of orcler dated 16.10.2015 is reproduced as under:-

,,The Committee hatj considererl tlrer frrur questiotls in respect of Vvhich the

r,lispute was raised and has Come to ttte conclusion that the ansvyers wt-rich have belert

give n by tlre learned Single .ludge in its impugned orcjer frcm his own resources would

tr. soi.ewhat similar and irr any case rencering the answers key as incorrect The benefi t

tlf f our rnarks has been giverl to the respondents'

in rhe circumstancf, it i, srrbmittecl that nothirrg survives irr the l-etters patent

aopeal and ttte same has bqen rendered infructttous'

i

Accordingly, the apfeal is dismissed as infructuous'"

Arrdwhereas,lncompliancetotheaboveorderdated5-9-20l4passedinCivil

\A/rrr Petitiorr No 2]461 of 2o12and order dated 16-10-2015 passed in LPA No 1064 of

2015, the Departntent had given the benefitof 4 marks to the petitioners

AndWhereas'inlightofabovesaidorderofHon.bleCourt,CivilWrrtPetition

?5794 of 2015-Ekta sharma and oilrers Versus state of Punjab and others and 25

s,,nrlar l^r,it Petitio^s were filed by the different petitioners, wtth the prayer for granting

trr* benefir cf 4 mar[<s to them in pun.lab state Teacher Eligibility Test held in 201'l The

i]on.b|eCourlallorryerlthesaidwritpetitionNo25Tg4of2Ol4anclothersimrlarwrit
petitiorrs by a cornnron order dated 18.05.2016 with the following directions'-

,'LearnedcounseIfor.thepetitionerSstatesthatthedt'rationofvalidity

anij arri,ye lrfe of Pun.lab Slate Teacher EligiOllity-lest (PSJ'[l) for purposat' o{
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petition,

P /12.

public employment is 07 years and in the event of success of the

the result of the PSTET will hold good till July, 2018, as per Annex

since relief has been given by the learned single Judgc' and appeal fileo

by the State has been declined, the petitioners would be entitled to the same

benefits as was accorded to the respondent in the Letters Patent Appeal This

would however be subject to the petitioners having attempted the four

identified questions as were subject matter of the judgments and orders of

this Court in the atoresaid litigation.

ln view of the above, the petitions are allowed subject to the above-

mentioned condition being satisfied."

And Whereas, in compliance to above said orderdated 18-5-2016 of the Hon'ble

Court, the Department reconsidered the result of the petitioners and declared all the

[ --titioners qualrfred as per their score by passing a Speaking Order

And Whereas, the Civil Writ Petition No 1 1253 of 2017-Jaspreet Kaur and others

versus State of Punlab and others and group of petitions were filed in the Hon'ble High

Court with the prayer for issuance of directions to the State to grant benefit cf 4 marks

to the petitioners in respect of 4 disputed questions of the PSTET (Paper-ll) in terms of

the order dated 18 5 2016 passed in CWP-25794 of 2015, which has further been

upheld rn LPA No. 2148 of 2016 vide order dated 27.10.2016 and consequently declare

the petitroners as passed and issue necessary cerlificate of the said test to the

petitioners. The Hon'ble High Court disposed of the Civil Writ Pdtition No 11253 of 2017

and other similar writ petitions by passrng a common order dated 25.09.2017 with the

fo!lovving drrections -

"l have noticed that the first writ petition in respect of these four questions was

allowed as far as back in 2016. There is no reason why this general relief was not granted

to all sintilarly situated candidates which has resulted in a situation where hundretls of

candidates have been filing writ petitions for the same relief and each one of thenr

individually is disposed of in terms of the originaldecision.

ln the circumstances, it is directed that the respondents shall now review the

answers of all the examinees and give necessary benefit of these four wrong questions to

all o1 them who are entitled for the same without waiting for them to file writ petitions

Since tttis entire proce.ss has to be done electronrcally and since the State of Punjab has

advertised posts of teachers for which the last date for application is 5.10,2017 rhis

exercisr, 0e now corrducted on or before 3.1,0.201"7 .

All the petitions stand disposed o{.

Since the main case has been decided, the pending civil miscellaneousapplicatic,n,

if any, also stands disposed of.
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A copy of this order be handed over to the learned Assistant Advocate General

under the signature of the Bench Secretary. "

And Whereas, in compliance to the

Department had revised the result of Punlab

and r-rploaded on its website on 24-10-2017 -

abovesaid order of Hon'ble Court' the

State Teacher Eligibility Test held in 2011

And Whereas, the Punjab State Teachers Eligibility Test, 2014 held on 74.O8.2014 was

also challenged by the petitioners in cwP-25300, 26504 & 26714-2014 and cwP-10405 &

11508-2015, involving common questions of law and facts. The petitioners, in these writ

petition, seek a direction for granting of 4 grace marks on account of 4 wrong

questions/options in the examination of the Punjab state Teachers Eligibility Test, 2014' The

Hon,ble Hrgh Court disposed of the said writ petitions vide its common order dated

11 01 2017 with the following directions:-

"Resultantly, keeping in view the above, the writ petitions are partly

allowed, to the extent that the answer key to question No'112 of Set-1 and its

corresponding question in the other sets, was vague and not specific and on that

account, the candidates of the said examination, i.e', PSTET, 2014, held on

24.0g.2014 are entitled for the benefit of one grace marks. lt is further clarified

that apart from the petitioners, other candidates would also be entitled for the

benefit, irrespective of the fact that whether they have approached this Court or

not, as it has not been pointed out by the respondents that the said answer key

was ever challenged in any other writ petition(s) and therefore, the said issue

was never examined in complete perspective, aS has.been done by this Court'

The answer key of the said question be, accordingly, corrected and the result be

rnodified, accordingly, within a period of 4 weeks from the date of receipt of the

certified coPY of this order'"

AndWhereas,theStateofPunjabpreferredLPANol2B0of20lTagainstthe

above said order dated 11.01 .2017 passed by this Hon'ble court in cwP No 25300 of

Zol4,whrch was dismissed by the Hon'ble High Court vide its order dated 16'11 2017

And whereas, the Punjab state Teacher Eligibility Test-2016 was also

challenged in cwP No 10597 of 2017- Jaswant Kaur and another versus state of

Punlab and others, which was decided by the Hon'ble High court vide its order dated

22.09.2017 with the following directions -

"Counsel for the petitioners states that he woulcl be satisfied with this

assurance but the fact of the matter is that 3500 posts of Teachers have been

advertised the last date of submitting applications for which is 6th of october'

2O11 andthe respondents should be directed to finalize this reference within 10

days or in the alternative the petitioners be directed to be provisionally

considered for those Posts.
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Learned AAG Punjab is not in a position to den5r either of these two

prayers in view of the statement.

ln my opinion, the first option would be more appropriate. ln the

circumstances, the respondents are directed to refer the questions to an

indc,pendent body and take a final decision thereon on or before 3.10.20L7.

lhis writ petition stands disposed of accordingly'

Since the main case has been decided, the pending C.Ms, if any,

also starrd disPosed of '"

Anrj Whereas, in compliance of above said orders regarding the disputed

questions of punlab State Teacher Eligibility Test-2014 and Punjab State Teacher

F,rgibility Test-2016, the Department has revised the result of Punjab State Teacher

Elrgrbility Test-201 4 and 2016 accordingly.

And Whereas, since the controversy regarding recruitment of teachers are based

o1 Teacher Etigibitity Test. The revised result of Punjab State Teacher Eligibility Test-

2011, 2013. 2014 and 2016 enable certain candidates to become eligible to apply for

the posts agarrrst earlrer appointments, but it is not legally as.well as administratively

pcssible for the Department to consider the candidates for such posts at such a stage

Keeping in view the revised result of Punjab State Teacher Eligibility Test- 2011,

2013, 2014 and 2016 and the ludgments delivered by the Hon'ble Court, it is dectded

that the revisecj result would be made applicable only from the date on lvhich the

Hon'ble Court has passed the orders. Therefore, the candidates who Curtng that

lrtervening period might have crossed the prescribed age lirnit would be given tlie

benefit of age relaxation of that period in the forthcoming recruitment. FLtrthermore,

cluring the rntervene period during which case remained pending as the certificate of

leacher Eligibilrty I est is valid for a period of seven years from the date of passirtg of

such examrnations therefore, this relaxation may also be given.to such candidates and

the candidates applyrng in 3582 posts, the recruitment process of which is going on, will

be considered by the Department

Shan Kumar (lAS)

Secretary to Govt of Punjab
Departnrent of School Education

Endst No. 9!?.30-2014 DIE I (3) Dated Mohali \8-6 -lg
Director General School Education, Punajb.
Director Public lnstructions (S E.), Punjab.
Directoi Puolic lnstructions (E.E.) Punjab.
Drrector Education Recruitment Board, Punjab.
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