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c-v Vidhan Sabha Election-2017
. ' | Most Immediate
’@M | OFFIC:E OF THE
\)EA (J CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, PUNJAB
oA (SCO. No. 2')-30, Sector-17E, Chandigarh) _
—M,Cz A P’%c,‘e. 0172-2704701. 2724037,2704779 Fax-( 172.2707970 Email:-o&opunjab@em.gov.in ftceo punjab @ eci.gov.in
/0 ] No. Elec-2017/R- 14 o Dated 4 January | 2017 ~7o -
© \}/he Chief Secretary to Govt, of Punjab Ofa Cige ;\f gj;‘ ik 6. / / 7
j\ - ~ Chandigarh. BRI LN
Ay ) 2. The Secretary to Go /1. of Punjab, 06 1oy o
(. s’/g,ﬂ/ \z\’i( Department of Coordlination Ve

]
H

o \ Subject: General Elections to \idhan Sabha 2017- Application of Model Code
of Conduct w.e.f 4.1.2¢ 17,

Punjab Civil Secreta iat, Chandigarh

Sir
c{ﬁ’Q . " Please find enclosed terewith a copy Press Note No. ECVPN/1/2017
Y 3 '_ d ?%2017 of the Election Comrission of india which is self-explanatory and to

{ \Generaf Elections to Punjab Legislativ.» Assembly today i.e. 4.1.201 7.

- A {HL% Immediately with this an rouncement the: provisions of the Mode! code of
‘Cfg b Conduct for the guidance of the politic 3 parties, candidates and Government has come
9“\,\ into force w.e.f 4.1.2017. The standing instruction of the Commission's hag already

o %gues‘t that the Commission has ¢ nnounced the Election programme for holding
-

been circulated to al| Departments, B ards, Corporations and Ministers vide this office
letter No. Elec-2016/R-7620 dated 16 12 2016 Elec-2016/R-7625 dated 16.12.2016,

Elec-2016/R-7644 dateq 16.12.2018, Elec-2016/R-7649 dated 16.12.2018 and Elec-
2017/R-22-23 dated 2. 1.2017.You are -equested that the above Press Note may kindly
be circulated to all the Hon'ble S reaker/Deputy Speaker/Ministers/ParIiamentary
Secretaries/MLAs/F inancial Comm; ssioners/Principal Secretaries/Ad ministrative
Secretaries, Head of Departments/ Ch: irman's or Managing Directors of the Board and
Corporations for their strict compliance The aforesaid authorities May also be directed
to go through the above mentioned ir structions of the Election Commission of India

already circulated vide above referred (e tiers and ensure its strict compliance.,

Yours faithfully
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..” Epdst. No. Elec-2017/R- 1 4 | e Dated 4.1.2017

A copy is forwarded to th Secretary Election Commussmn of India, Nirvachan
Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi for In ormation.

-

Chief Electora er, Punjab

Endst No. Elec-2017/R- | 4 2. | Dated 4.1.2017

A copy each alongwith a co )y of the above letters is forwarded for compliance to-

) 1. All the Divisional Commissione: s in the State of Punjab.

2. Ali the District Election Officers cum-Deputy Commussioners in the State of Punjab with
the requesi to forward the same to all the Returning Officers for Assembly
Constituencies, MPs/MLAs anii political parties for their information and compliance.
These instructions may also b brought to the notice of ail concerned and contesting
candidates.

3. The President/General Secretaiy to all recognized politicai parties.

-

s o

Chief Elector er, Punjab

DADESKTOPR DATA 2016-17 NEW
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FLECTION COMMISS1ON OF INDIA

EPABX 011-23052205/2206/2207/2208 At
Fax 011-23052219/2223/2224/2225 S 8, T 110001
Website: i | Nirvachan Sadan,

cosite: vww.edlnic.in Ashoka Road, New Delhi-11000]

No. ECI/PN/1/2017 Dated: 4* January, 2017

FRESS NOTE

Subject: - Schedule for the Generl Elections to the Legtslative Assemblies of Goa,
- Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh.

il

i

The ierﬁiisf’oﬁ'fz tﬁé"tl.égi;i;'tivé A.éée}nl lies d}Gba, Manlpur, Pun]ab Uttarakhand and Uttar

Pradesh are normally due to expire as follyws;

Goa | - 18.03.2017
"'Mar;fﬁﬁr - 18.03.2017
Punjab 18.03.2017
Uttarakhand 26.03.2017
Uttar Pradesh 27.05.2017

By virtue of its powers, duties and unctions under Article 324 read with Article 172(1) of
the Constitution of India and Section 15 of Representation of the People Act, 1951, the Commission
ts required to hold general elections to co astitute the new Legislative Assemblies in the States of
Goa, Punjab, Manipur, Uttarakha hd and Ut ar Pradesh before expiry of their present terms.

As per the established practice, the Election Commission holds the Generaj Elections to the
Legislative Assemblies of the States whose terms expire around the same time, together.

N Weem by ottt o

The total number of Assembly Constituencies in the States of Goa, Manipur, Punjab,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh and seat reserved for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled
Tribes, as determined by the Delimitatior of Parliamentary and Assembly Constituencies Order,
2008, are as under: - :

Ceneral Elections to Legislative Assemblies-2017

L e
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51 ~ Total No. of 4 s . - Reserved for SCs
Goa 4-0 | r o
Manipur 60 B
Punjab 117
B Uttarakhand 70 13
| Uttar Pradesh 403 84

| L1

3 N LI
. B L i
o T bk

The electoral rolls of all
Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar P ade

the existing Assembly Constituencies in the States of Goa,
sh are being revised, with reference to 01.01.2017 as

the qualifying date. The dates of publicati m of the Final Rolls are indicated in the Table below and

the details of the final publication will be na

the numbers of electors in these States art as follows:

Goa

Total No. of Elegfors i Praft
Rolis-2017 wrt 0§/01/2017 as

gualifyinf date

Date of Publitz.:ati?m, of ¥inal RO

05.01.2017

de available on the ECI website. As per the draft rolls,

l

1085271 o

Manipur 1807843 12.01.2017 "'
Punjab 192142::6 05.01.2017 ﬂ

i

Uttarakhand 73810C0 10.01.2017 i

\ Uttar Pradesh 138517C 26 12.01.2017 |

————

()
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(b)

(c}

(d)

purification drive. As a resul' of the efforts under NERP-2016, 25,53,083 logical errors
were corrected in the electoral rolls and 29,856 entries of dead/shifted persons and
12,62,000 multiple entries v ere removed from the rolls after following the prescribed
procedure. This exercise has improved the quality of the electoral rolls in a significant

way.

Photo Electoral Rolls

Photo Electoral Rolls will be 1 sed during these General Elections and photo percentages
in Photo Electoral Rolls of th :se five States is 100%.

Electors Photo Identity Caj ds (EPIC)
ldentification of the voters a- the polling booth at the time of poll shall be mandalory.

Electors who have been provided with EPIC shali be identified through EPIC. Presently,
the EPIC coverage in these fi re States is as under--

& [}
m ; '

Goa © 99.55%
Manipur 100%
Punfab | | 98.57%
Uttarakhand 100%
Uttar Pradesh ] 99.70% N

All the residual electors are .\dvised to obtain their Ele¢tor Photo Identity Cards from
the Electoral Registration Of icers of their Assembly Constituencies, urgently.

in order to ensure that no voter is deprived of his/her franchise, if his/her name
figures in the Electoral Rolls separate instructions will be issued to allow additional
documents for identification of voters, if needed. Adhaar Card has also been included
as an additional document fo - establishing the identity of voters at the Polling Stations.

Photo Voter Slips

To facilitate the voters to ki ow where he/she is enrolled as a voter at a particular
polling station and what is hj s/her serial number in the Electoral roll, the Commission
has directed that official voter slip bearing the Photo of the elector {wherever
presentin the roll) will be distributed to all enrolled voters by the District Election
Officer. The size, design and - brmat of the Photo Voter Slip has also been substantially
improved to enhance its utility and effectiveness in voter identification, awareness
and guidance by increasing the size of the image, providing additional information
along with polling station N wzri Naksha on the reverse of the slip and improvement
in the quality of printing. It s also been directed that the sald voter slip should be
In the languages in which el :ctoral roll is published for that Assembly Constituency.
The Commission has laid a -ipecial emphasis on the systematic, efficient and timely
distribution of the Photo Vot »r Slips through the Booth Level Officers (BLOs}, who are
under strict instructions to hand over the voter slip to the elector concerned 6nly and

o s e, e 3 areime e
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{e)

not to any other person. The BLUs shall also maintain a Pre-Printed Register of Voters
and take the signatures/thumb impression of person to whom the Photo Voter 5lip
is delivered. The distribution of Photo Voter Slips should be completed atleast 5 days
before the date of poll and a very close and rigorous monitoring of the distribution
process shall be done by the DE ) and General Observer concerned.

The residual undistributed Vot¢ r Slips shall be returned by the BLO to the concerned
ERO, who shall keep the same .n a sealed cover after making an alphabetical list of
the undistributed PVS in respect of each Part/polling station. Two copies of such
alphabetical lists shall be hand d over to the RO of the concerned constituency, while
sealed cover of undistributed f hoto voter slips shall remain in safe custody with the
ERO. No further distribution ¢ f photo voter slips shall be done after the same are
returned to the ERO. '

Voter Gulde Brochure:

In these elections, a Voter Gu ide Brochure (in local languages) shall be handed
over to every household ahezd of the elections, giving information about the date
and time of polls, contact deta ls of the BLOs, important websites, helpline numbers,
documents required for identi jcation at the polling station besides other important
information including the Do’s and Dont's for voters at the polling station. This Voter
Guide Brochure will be distribiited along with the Photo Voter Slips by the BEOs.

i Statinns ol Rpeotal Facilh ation

The number of Polling Stations in th 2 poll

going States are as follows:

No.ofpolpng | No.ofpolling
bo12 - - - Stations in 2017

1642

1612

| Manipur 2325 2794 201% |
| Punjab 19724 22600 145% |

| Uttarakhand 9744 10854 113%

i - I S

| Uttar Pradesh 12811 147148 14.8% ‘|

The Commission has upgradc d the status of facilities at the Polling Stations from the
earlier concept of Basic Mirimum Facilities (BMF) to Assured Minimum Facilities
(AMF). Accordingly, instructiins have been issued to the Chief Electoral Officers of all
these Statestoensure thatevery Polling Stationis equipped with Assured Minimum
Facilities (AMT) like drinkir g water, shed, toilet, ramp for the phystcally challenged
voters, a standard voting cc mpartment etc. for the convenience and facilitation of
voters.

Ty B S
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{c)
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(e)

in order to enhance the quality of voting experience for the esteemed electors, both

in terms of the ease and comfort of voting, as well as their constructive association

with the voting process, the Cox amission has directed that, as far as practicable, Model

Polling Stations shall be set up in all the constituencies of the pol! bound states. The

Model Polling Stations envision the enhancement in electoral participation experience

of the voters through a three- pronged strategy of improved physical structure and

facilities of polling premises, systematic and hassle-free queue management and

courteous and polite behaviow and conduct of the polting personnel.

In order to fulfill the statutory -equirements under Rule 31 of the Conduct of Election
Rules, 1961 and to provide acc irate and relevant information for voter awareness and
information at each polling station, the Commission has also directed that uniform
and standardized Voter Facili ation Posters (VFP) shall be displayed on all Polling
Stations for greater facilitation and awareness of the voters. A totai of FOUR (4) Posters
have been designed to capture voter-cenrtic information relevant on the poll day like
details of the Polling Booth, polling area specified for that particular polling booth, list
of contesting candidates, cont: ct details of the important election functionaries, list of
prescribed identification doct ments, illustrative vating protedure, items prohibited
around the polling booth and i nportant Do’s and Dont’s to be observed on the poll day.

The Commission has directed that these four VFPs shall be prominently displayed ay
each potling booth in the poll- joing States.

Yoter Assistance Booths (VAB):

Voter Assistance Booths shall be set up for every polling station location, having a
team of officials with the obj:ctive of facilitating the voter to locate his/her polling
booth number and serial nunber of that voter in the electora) roll of that concerned
polling booth. The VABs will le set up with prominent signage and in such a manner

that it will be conspicuous to the voters as they approach the polling premise/building
to enable them to seek requir :d facilitation on the poll day.

5 f Voting. I Height of Standardized Voting C. :
inorder to maintain the secre: y of vote at the time of poll and uniformity in use of voting
compartments, the Commissi>n has issued revised instructions to increase the height
of the Voting Compartments 10 30 inches. It has been, further, directed that the Voting
Compartment should be placed on a table whose height shall be 30 inches and only
corrugated plastic sheet (flex-board) of steel-grey colour, which is completely opague
and reusable, shall be used for making the voting compartments. The Commission
hopes that the use of these standardized and uniform Voting Compartments in al}
the polling booths will tran: late into greater voter facilitation, enhance the secrecy

of vote and eliminate aberritions and non- uniformity in the preparation of Voting
Compartment inside the poll ng booths.

S

t“ eneml Efectmns to Leg:slanve A.sxembhes 201 7 " E Iemon Commzss:on of a‘ndm




() Special _ PR

(i)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

)

General Elections to Legisiative Assemblies-2017

Separate Polling Sta tions For Women: The Commission has d irected that in
areas where women )1k feel ikhibited in mingling with male members because
of same local custom ur social practice, a separate polling station for women can
be provided after get ing approval of the Election Comiission, Further, in big
villages, if two pollin;' stations are to be provided for the village, one may be
provided for male ele( tors and the other for female electors.~ In polling stations
provided exclusively f r women electors, poiling personnel also should normally
be women. When sep: rate polling stations are provided for men and women of
a particular polling ar :a, these should as far as possible be located in the same
building for general cc nvenience.

All-_an.en_Mmmggd_ Enlhngﬂaﬁnns. As part of its firm commitment towards
gender equality and g1 2ater constructive participation of women in the electoral
process, the Commission has also directed that, to the extent possible, ‘All-
women Managed Polli 1g Stations’ shall be set up in each Assembly Constituency

where the entire pollir g staff, including the police and security personnel, shail
be women,

Eacility Of Differently -abled Electors: The Commission has issued instructions

to ensure that as far ; s practicable, all polling stations are located at ground

- floor and sturdy ramy s are provided for the convenience of differently-abled

electors with wheel-ciaijrs. Further, in order to provide targeted and nced-
based facilitation to di ferently-abled voters, the Commisston has directed that
all Persons With Disab lities (PwDs) in an Assembly Censtituency are identified
and tagged to their res pective Polling Stations and necessary disability-specific
arrangements made fo - their smooth and convenient voting experience on the
pollday. Also, ithasbee 1directed that differently-abled electorsare given priority
for entering poliing bouiths, provision made for designated parking spaces close
to the entrance of polliz g premise and special care to be provided to electors with
speech and hearing im| airment. Special focus has been laid for the sensitization
of the polling personne. regarding the unique needs of the differently-abled.

Eacility For Schools g : Visually Disabled: The Commission has instructed tha t,
as far as practicable, se sarate auxiliary polling stations will be set up inside the
Blind Schools for ease : nd facilitation of voting by the inmates. Also, the staff of
such schools itself shall be deployed as polling personnel for this polling station.

Bolling Station At Le wrosy Homes: The Commission has directed that if a
leprosy sanatorium is k cated within the constituency, then, if possible, a polling
station may be set up at the sanatorium for the benefit of the inmates and
sanatoriumstaff may be appointed as Presidingand Polling officers of the polling
station. . -

T
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LevelCheckof EVMs that will be used in thz poll in these States. The First Level Check of EVMs has
been completed in the Presence of represe 1tatives of political parties. A two-stage randomization
of EVMs will also be done. In the first sta;te, atl the EVMs stored in the district storage centre wil]
be randomized by the District Election Of icer (DEOQ]} in the presence of the representatives of the
recognized political parties for Assembly ( onstituency-wise allocation. EVMs will be prepared and
set for elections after finalization of the co; tbesting candidates. At this stage also, candidates or their
agents/representatives wil; be allowed to check and satisfy themselves in every manner about the
error-free functionality of the EVMs. After the EVMs in a constituency are prepared for the poll
by the Returning Officer and the ballot ur its are fitted with baljot papers, the EVMs will again be
randomized to decide the actual polling st itions in which they will be ultimately used. This Second
Stage randomization will be done in the pr sence of Observers, Candidates or their Election Agents.

(a) Mock Poll: As per the Cominission’s instructions, a Mock Poll shall be conducted
by the Presiding Officer at e: ch Polling Station before the commencement of actual
polling in the presence of the Polling Agents set up by the contesting candidates and a
Certificate of successful cond Ictof the Mock Poll shall be made by the Presiding Officer
Immediately after the cond uct of Mock Poll, the CLEAR Button shall be pressed on
the EVM to clear the data of 1 he Mock Poll and the fact that no votes are recorded in
the Control Unit shall be displayed to the Poliing Agents present. The Commission has
issued directions for ensuring proper training to all the polling personnel regarding
the conduct of Mock Poll, as w :li as to create awareness amongst the political parties,
contesting candidates, their plling agents and other stakeholders about the Mock Poll
process,

(b) In EVMs: In its judgment dated 27 September, 2013
in Writ Petition (C) No. 161 1f 2004 {(People’s Union for Civil Liberties Vs Union of
India and another), the Suprei 1e Court has directed that there should be a “None of the
Above” (NOTA) option on the sallot papers and EVMs, '

On the Balloting Unit, below t] e name of the last candidate, there wiil now be a button
for NOTA option so that electors who do not want to vote for any of the candidates
can exercise their option by pressing the button against NOTA. The Commission
has provided a new symbol for the NOTA option, which was designed by National
Institute of Design (NID). This new symbol will facilitate the voters in casting of their
votes.

General Elections to Legisiative Assermbliew. 2017 Election Commission of Indic




The Commission is taking st 'ps to bring this to the knowledge of voters and all other

stakeholders and to train all field level officials including the polling personnel about
the provision of NOTA and it : symbol,

(c) VYPAT ( Vater Verifiable P: per Audit Trail)

VVPATs will be used along with EVMs in identified Assembly Constituencies in ail the
five poll going states to enh ince the transparency and credibility of the elections. A
comprehensive SVEEP progr. imme will be launched in the five States to increase voters'
awareness and education abc ut the VVPATSs. The List of Assembly Constituenciesineach
State where VVPATs will be ised in the forthcoming elections is placed at ‘Annexure-
128

(d) Photographs Of Candidate; : On EVM Ballot Paper

In order to facilitate the electors in identifying the candidates, the Commission
has prescribed an addition: | measure by way of adding provision for printing the
photograph of candidate als > on the ballot to be displayed on the EVM (Ballot Unit)
and on Postal Ballot Papers This will also take care to avoid likely confusion when
candidates with same or sinilar names contest from the same constituency. For this
purpose, the candidates are required to submit to the Returning Officer, their recent
Stamp Size photograph as pi'r the specifications laid down by the Commission. Many
of the poll-bound states will be using the photograph of the candidates on the ballot
papers for the first time. Listructions have also been issued to ensure necessary
publicity of this instruction '

Senfornoet OF Polling Peesetn et and Fandeimzation

Polling parties shalt be formed rar domly, through the special mndomization IT application.
Three-stage randomization will be adop ted. First, froma wider district database of eligible officials,
a shortlist of a minimum 120% of the required numbers wil} be randomly picked up. This group wiil
be trained for polling duties. In the seconc stage, from this trained manpower, actual polling parties
as required shall be formed by random st lection software in the presence of General Observers. In
the third randomization, the polling static ns will be allocated randomly to these polling parties just
beforé the polling party's departure. There shall be such randomization for Police personne} and
Home Guards also, who are deployed at t ie polling stations on the poll day.

Cooit Pransmyited Pest g Bt s, ciet (R TPDS )

Electronically Transmitted Postal t allot System (ETPBS), which has already been successfully
run on a pilot basis in the recently held Bye-clection in 17-Nellithope AC in Puducherry, will be
implemented in a few identified assembl / Constituencies on a pilot and trial basis in the five poll-
going States. The Assembly Constituencit s where ETPBS will be implemented shall be selected on
certain criteria based on logistics, connectivity and operational requirements.

General Elections to Legisiative Assemblies-2017 Election Comimission of India
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[ Fointeves Of candidates:

(a) All Columns to he filled In: Ii: pursuance of the judgment dated 13" September, 2013

(b)

(c)

(d)

passed by the Supreme Cour: in Writ Petition (C) No. 121 of 2008 (Resurgence India
Vs Election Commission of [1dia and Another), which among other things makes it
obligatory for the Returning Officer “to check whether the information required is fully
furnished (by the candidate) .t the time of filing of affidavit with the nomination paper’,
the Commission has issued i istructions that in the affidavit to be filed along with the
nomination paper, candidate ; are required to fill up all columns. If any column in the
affidavit is left blank, the Returning Officer will issue a notice to the candidate to file
the revised affidavit with all ¢ slumns duly filled in. After such notice, ifa candidate stil}
fails to file affidavit complete in all respects, the nomtnation paper will be liable to be
rejected by the Returning Of icer at the time of scrutiny. The Chief Electoral Officers
have been directed to brief a | Returning Officers about the judgment of the Su preme
Court and the Comimission’s instructions.

Additional Affidavit al ith'No D 1 Certificate’:
The Commission has, in puriuance to the judgment of Hon'ble Delh; High Court in
WP({C ) No.4912/1998 (KRISHAK BHARAT VS UNION OF INDIA AND ORS), directed
that at every elections to eit)er the House of Parliament or to the State Legislature,
every candidate, at the time of filing nomination paper, shall also file an additionai
affidavit in the prescribed f rmat along with the ‘No Demand Certificate’ from the
agencies providing electricit;, water and telephane with also rent, in casé he had
been in occupation of any Ga rernment accommodation during the last 10 years. This
Affidavit would be in additior to the affidavit required to be filed in Form-26, and shall
be got attested by an Oath Commissioner or Notary Public or Magistrate of the First
Class. The outer limit for filin:: this Affidavit would be 3.00 PM on the last date of filing
nomination papers. it is also < pecified that failure to file the affidavit along with the ‘Nn
Demand Certificate’ wouid be treated as a defect of substantial nature for the purposes
of Section-36 of the Represen :ation of People Act, 1951.

lntroduction of additiona _facility of E-Filing of Candidate Affidavits: The

Commission has provided to t 1e candidates an additional facility for online submission
(e-filing) of their Candidate Affidavit. The candidate can go online to ECI website
(eci.nicin and can submit tliejr affidavit online through any of the services of NI
or NSDL. Candidate need to tike print out of the affidavit submitted oniine and then
get it notarized and submit i ‘wo Returning officer (RO). RO is required tc verify the
printed copy with the subniission done by the candidate. Further, trained Election
Commission Return Prepar :rs will be available in each district to assist candidates
in e-filing of affidavits and abs tract statements and expenses on the same will be borne
by the Commission.

Che in.the F t of N¢ mination Form:

Vide a notification dated 16:h September, 2016 issued by the Ministry of Law &
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lustice, Government of [ndia, the format of nomination paper (Forms 24 to 2E) h
been partially amended. In the new format, there is a requirement of affixing the
photograph of the candida e and a provision has been inserted for the candidate
citizenship of any other coj niry.

4] pistrict Election Management Plin (DEMP)

The District Election Officers have seen asked to prepare a comprehensive District Election
~ Management Plan in consultation with S$¢Ps/SPs and Sector Officers, including the route plan and
communication plan for conduct of elections. These plans will be vetted by the Observers taking
into account vulnerability mapping exercise and map ping of critical polling stations, in accordance
with Election Commission of India’s extart instructions.

Do ppiealion plan

‘rhe Commission attaches great ir portance to preparation and implementation of a perfect
communication plan at the district/cons ituency level for the smooth conduct of elections and to
enable concurrent intervention and mid- course correction on the poll day. For the said purpose,
the Commission has directed the Chief Jlectoral Officers of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh to coordinate with the officers of Telecommunication’ Department in the State
headquarters, BSNL/MTNL authorities, 1 he representatives of other leading service providers in
the States so that network status in the States is assessed and communication shadow areas be
identified. The CEOs have also been in: tructed to prepare the best communication plaﬁ in the
States and make suitable alternate arrang ements in the communication shadow areas by providing
satellite Phones, Wireless sets, Special Ri nners etc.

R R Lt
okt Uhnindiped

_The Mode! Code of Conduct comes into effect immediately from now onwards. All the
provisions of the Model Code will apply to the whole of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh and will be applicable to a Il candidates, political parties and, the State Governments
of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand ani Uttar Pradesh. The Model Code of Conduct shall also be
applicable to the Union Government insufar as announcements/policy decisions pertaining to/for
these States are concerned. '

The Commission has made elabor: te arrange ments for ensuringthe effective implementation
of the MCC Guidelines. Any violations of these Guidelines would be strictly dealt with and the
Commission re-emphasizes that the inst -uctions issued in this regard from time to time should be
read and understood by ali Political Parti s, contesting candidates and their agents/ representatives,
to avoid any misgivings or lack of infor mation or inadequate understanding/interpretation. The
governments of the poll-bound States h we also been directed to ensure that no misuse of official
_machinery /pusition is done during the 11CC period.

The Commission has also issuec instructions for swift, effective and stringent action for
enforcement of Model Code of Conduct uring the first 72 hours of announcement of the election
schedule and also for maintaining extra: rgilance and strict enforcement action in the Last 72 hours
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that the use of public address system or loudspeakers or any sound amplifier, whether
fitted on vehicles of any kind whatsoever, or in static position used for public meetings
for electioneering purposes, t luring the entire election period starting from the date of
announcement of election an 1 ending with the date of declaration of results, shall not
be permitted at night betwe :n 10.00 p.m. and 6.00 am.”

Further, No loudspéake_rls fited on vehicles of any kind or in any other manner
whatsoever shall be permitt..d to be used during the period of 48 hours ending with
the hour fixed for the conclu: ion of the poll in any poiling area.

Moreover, for maintenance for law and order and prevention of loudspeaker use
for inciting tension in a politically surcharged atmosphere, District Administrations
s advised to consider any application for permission to use loudspeakers after the

. aforesaid prohibitory period of 48 hours, on merit of each application and keeping in
view the need to maintain proper law and order titl the completion of election.

(c) Also, the Commission solicits the cooperation and collaboration of all the esteemed
stakeholders notably the po itical parties and contesting candidates to refrain from
using loudspeakers and ;ound amplification in the vicinity of educational
institutions like schools an { colleges; hospitals, senior citizens homes, sanatoriums
and other facilities tending t» the sick, infirm or the needy.

Lo e Onder, Ssectivily Afrenys sneals AN Dreproyirend G 5 oicey

Conduct of elections involves elat orate security management, which includes not just the
security of polling personnel, polling stations and poiling materials, but also the overall security
of the election process. Central Armed Pclice Forces {CAPFs) are deployed to supplement the local
palice force in ensuring a peaceful and conducive atmosphere for the smooth conduct of elections
in a free, fair and credible manner. In view of the same, the very preparation of poll schedule,
sequencing of multi-phase elections and choice of constituencies for each phase had to follow the
logic of force availability and force manaj ement.

The Commission has taken variol s measures to ensure free and fair elections by creating a
onducive atmosphere in which each electar is able o access the polling station and cast his votc
without being obstructed or being undul 7 influenced/ intimidated by anybody.

Based on the assessment of the g ound situation, Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and
State Armed Police (SAP) drawn from ¢ ther States will be deployed during these elections. Tie
CAPFs shall be deployed well in advace for area domination, route marches in vulnerabie
pockets, point patrolling and other ( onfidence building measures 1o re-assure and build
faith in the minds of the voters, espe :lally those belonging to the wealker sections, minorities
etc. In the insurgency-affected areas, C:.PFs shall be inducted well in time for undertaking area
familiarization and hand-holding with I>cal forces and all other standard security pratocols for
movement, enforcement activities etc it: these areas will be strictly adhered to. The CAPFs/SAY
shall also be deployed in the Expenditu re Sensitive Constituencles and other vulnerable areas
and critical polling stations as per the assessment of ground realities by the CEO of the State, in
consultation with the various stakehold 2rs. On the Poli-eve, the CAPFs/SAP shall take position in
12 -
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prior to the close of polls. These instructic ns have been issued in the form of Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) for compliance by the fi :ld election machinery.

oy Videnpraphy s svebcastnng 00 U foverage

Al critical events will be vldeo-gl aphed. District Election Officers will arrange sufficient
number of video and digital cameras and ca nera teams for the purpose. The events for videography
will include filing of nomination papers znd scrutiny thereof, allotment of symbols, First Level
Checking, preparations and storage of Elctronic Voting Machines, important public meetings,
processions etc. during election campaign, process of dispatching of postal baliot papers, polling
process in identified vulnerable polling statfons, storage of polled EVMs, counting of votes etc.
Additionally, CCTVs will be installed at imjortant Border Check Posts and Static Check Points for
effective monitoring and surveillance. Furt! er, the Commission has directed that Webcasting, CCTV
coverage, Videography and Digital camer: s will also be deployed inside critical polling booths
and polling booths in vulnerable areas to ¢ osely monitor the proceedings on the poll day without
violating secrecy of voting proces"s.

S Mueasiges to Provent Pablic vuisa e

(a) Usage of eco-fiiendly subs ances for preparing election campaign /publicity
material- Considering the log-term deleterious impact of materials like plastics,
polythene etc on the life-giviny; and life-sustaining environment, the Commission, has
directed that ali political part es, contesting candidates and their authorized agents
etc, shall desist from utilizin ; environmentally hazardous materials like plastics,
polythene etc for the prepaiation and usage election-related publicity materials
during the ensuing General Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of Goa, Manipur,
Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh. The DEOs and ROs are directed to emphasize
the importance of environmen : protection and preservation during the meetings with
the political parties and cont:sting candidates and ensure that the instructions of
the Commission with regard t» the usage of non-eco-friendly materials like plastics,
polythene etc during electioner ring shall be adhered to by all concerned. The CEO shali
impress upon the importance of using eco-friendly and bio-degradable materials for
campaign material to various rolitical parties in their respective states/UT and issue
necessary instructions in this 1egard.

(b) Restrictions on the use ofJo idspeakers:

The Commission is genuinel concerned about the serious ‘noise pollution’ and
great disturbance to the peact and tranquility of the general public by the reckless,
widespread and flagrant use of loudspeakers during election canvassing and campaign
by candidates, political parties and their agents. In particular, the student community,
gets seriously disturbed and a iversely impacted as their studies are badly hampered
because the loudspeakers sta t blaring from very early hours in the morning and
continue to do so throughout tf e day and till extremely late hours in the night. Simila rly,
the aged, the infirm and the sick whether in institutions, hospitals, etc. or at home, are
also put to severe discomfort. ' o prevent such nuisance, the Commission has directed
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and control of the respective polling static ns and will be responsible for safeguarding the poliing
stations and for providing security to the :lectors and polling personnel on the poll day. Besides,
these forces will be used for securing the strong rooms where the EVMs are stored and for securing
the counting centers and for other purpost s, as required.

The CEOs will ensure a day-to-day monitoring of the activities and deployment of the
CAPFs/SAP in these States to optimize the usage and effectiveness of these forces for conducting
peaceful and transparent elections and i1form the Commission periodically. Further, the entire
force deployment in the assembly segment ; shall be under the oversight of the Central Observers
deputed by the Commission.

The Commission lays a special emp iasis on the advance preventive measures to be taken by
the District Magistrates and Police authorit:es to maintain the Law & Order and tocreate atmosphere
conducive for the conduct of free and fair ¢lections, The Commission will be constantly monitoring
the ground situation closely and will take appropriate measures to ensure peaceful, free and fair
polls in these States. '

Ciag Peotection To Electors OF SC/ST And Other Woaker s ens:

As per Section 3 (1) of Scheduled :astes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, 1989 (as amended in 2015), whoever, not being a member of a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled
Tribe, forces or intimidates a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe not to vote or to
vate for a particular candidate or to vote n a manner other than that provided by law, or not to
stand as a candidate etc,, shall be punishat le with imprisonment for a term which shall not be less
than six months but which may extend to ive years and with fine. The Commission has asked th:
State Governments to bring these provisic ns to the notice of all concerned for prompt action. in
arder to bolster the confidence of the voter s hailing from vulnerable sections especially SCs, STs etc
and enhance their conviction and faith in t 1e purity and credibility of the poll process, CAPFs/SAF
shall be extensively and vigorously utilized in patroliing such areas, conducting route marches and

undertaking others necessary confidence uilding measures under the supervision of the Central
Observers.

Colr et Bt e Moaaortng

Comprehensive instructions for the purpose of effective monitoring of the election
cxpenditure of the candidates have been ssued, which include formation of Flying Squads (FS),
Static Surveillance Teams (SST), Video Surveillance Teams (VST), involvement of Investigation
Dircctorates of Income Tax Deptt. etc. Stat: Excise Departments and police authorities have been
asked to rnonitor production, distribution, s 1le and storage of liquor and other intoxicants (including
narcotics) during the election process. The functioning and operations of the Flying Squads/Mobile
‘Teams shali be closely monitored using GP i Tracking.

For greater transparency and for ea: e of monitoring of Election Expenses, Candidales wo a'd
be required to open a scparate bank account and incur their election expenses from that very
account. The Investigation Directorate of Ii.come Tax Dept. has been asked to open Air Intelligence
units in the airports of these states and alsc to gather intelligence and take necessary action against
movement of large sum of money in these « tates.
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Some new initiatives taken by th: Commission to strengthen the Expenditure Monitoring
mechanism are: o ' '

(a)

. (b)

(<)

{d)

(e)

()

General Elections to Legisiative Assemblies-2017

Modification of the Stand ard Operating Procedure for Seizure and release of
cash: To avoid inconvenienc > to common people with genuine need for carrying cash,
the Standard Operating Pro« edure for seizure of cash and release has been modified.
An appellate body will be i1 place in every district to attend to petitions from the
public. The Cormmittee will suo motu examine each case of seizure by the Police or
Flying Squad or Static team : and in suitable cases immediate steps will be taken to
release the same.

Accounting of the expendi: ure incurred for campaign vehicles - on the basis of
permissions granted: It ca ne to the notice of the Commission that the candidates
take permission from the Re urning Officer for use of vehicles for campaign purpose.
but some candidates do not : how the vehicle hiring charges or fuel expenses in thei:
election expenditure account Therefore, it has been decided that unless the candidate
intimates the R.O. for with irawing the permission, the notional expenditure on
account of campaign vehicle: will be calculated based on the number of vehicles for
which permissions is granted by the Returning Officer.

Filing of part statement of :lection Expenditure by Political parties in 30 days:
The political parties will be 1 equired to file a part expenditure statement in respect
of the lump sum payments mde to the candidate, within 30 days after declaration of

results.

Account Reconciliation Mee! ing; In order to reduce litigations relating to expenditure
accounts, a reconciliation meeting will be provided before final submission of the
accounts, on the 26" day after the declaration of the results. - '

All expenditure incurred by t.ose candidates, their party agents or party leaders on
their travel, boarding Jodging 2tc. who travel to overseas countries for the purpose of
canvassing in their favour to s 2ek votes of overseas electors residing there, would be
deemed to be the expenditure incurred or authorized by the candidates in connection
with their election and will ha /e to be included in their account of election expenses.
Moreover, any inducement to overseas electors by way of air tickets or any other

“documents to inducements to ‘hem, in cash or kind, to come to India for the purpose

of voting at the election would amount to the electoral offence of ‘bribery’ within the
meaning of section 171B of the 1PC as also the corrupt practice of ‘Bribery’ within the
meaning of section 123(1) of the R.P. Act, 1951,

Candidates’ Election A ;

In order to ensure effective, a-curate and credible election expenditure monitoring
and to ensure that the candidat :s’ expenditure accounts faithfully represent the actual

spending on electioneering, th: Commission has decided that that the candidates
booths set up outside the pollirg stations should, hereinafter, be deemed to have been

Tt
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setup by the candidates as p.rt of their individual campaign and not by way of genera)
party propaganda and all such expenditure incurred on such candidates’ booths shall
be deemed o have been in:urred/authorized by the candidate/his election agent,
so as to be included in his z:count of election expenses. The DEOs have been asked
to notify the rates of the car didates’ booths set up outside polling stations after duc
consultation with the politic il parties as per extant guidelines. Further, Schedule-6 .f
account of election expense: to be submitted by each contesting candidate has also
been modified accordingly.

The election expenses ceilii g for candidates has been revised by the Government
of India vide Notification dated 28" February, 2014. As per the revised ceilings, the
maximum limit of election e; penses for the Assembly Constituencies is Rs. 28 lakh per

candidate for the states of P1 njab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh and Rs. 20 lakh per
candidate in Manipur and Gca.

Final Accounts By Political Parties:

All Political Parties sponsoring candidates for the Legislative Assembly elections are
réquired to maintain day-to-tlay accounts of all election campaign expenses and submit
the accounts to the Commis sion within 75 days of the completion of such elections,
Such accounts will be uploac ed on the website of the Commission for public viewing,

[ TR T gge.
0T Tiwg 1 Peigmytey

Media Engagement:

The Commission has always considered the media as an important ally and & potent
force multiplier in ensuring : n effective and efficient election management. Hence, the
Commission has directed th: CEOs of the five poll-going states to take the following
measures for positive and prgressive engagement and interaction with the media:

a)  Regular interaction w th the media during the elections and maintaining an
effective and positive li 1e of communication with media at all tmes.

b) A strong and concertd focus on the creation of an effective information
dissemination system ( > the media at the State and district level to ensure timely
and due access to elect) yn-related data and information by media byappointment

- of a Nodal Officer and ¢ pokesperson at State Level.

c)  Effective steps to sensii ize the media about the Election Code.

d)  Authority letters will bi issued to all accredited media for the polling day and day
of counting,

Comumission expects the media 1> play an positive, pro-active and constructive role i
supplementing and facilitating tre efforts towards delivery of free, fair,. transparent,
participative, peaceful and credibl.: elections.
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(b} Use of Social Media:

The Commission has decid 2d to enhance its interaction and involvernent with all the
stakeholders inthe elector: 1 processes by inducting the use of social media at the State
as well as the District level. ind necessary instructions in this regards have been issued

* to ChiefElectoral Officers o ‘all States/UTs. The CEOs and DEOs are expected to activate
their official accounts on scial media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, You Tube for
establishing a more interac tive system. Social Media Cells at CEO and DEO offices will'
professionally handie the S scial Media and disseminate all the necessary information
regarding voters' awarene: s, pre-certification, MCC, etc. Complaints received on this
platform would be prompt!y responded to. A Socfal Media Cell at ECI level to monitor
the performance of the State/UTs and District and-to guide them to maximize the u.e

- of Social Media, making it n ore interactive and interesting for the general public.

(c) PaidNews:

To deal with the menace ¢ ‘Paid News', a mechanism has been laid out with three
tier Media certification an«i Monitoring Committees (MCMCs) at District, State and
ECI level. Revised comprelensive instructions on ‘Paid News’ are available on the
Commission’s website.

Necessdry instructions ha’e been issued to the CEOs of Goa, Manipur, Punjab,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Praé esh to ensure briefing of political parties and Media in the
districts about ‘Paid News' : nd the mechanism to check ‘Paid News’ The MCMCs of all
states have been trained to  lo their jab.

The Commission is happy to note that the Press Council of India has nominated
one meniber for each State Level Media Certification and Monitoring Committee of
the election going states of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh to
monitor and examine/scrut nize the possible Paid News cases in the respective States.

(d) Pre-Certification of Politic al Advertisements:

The Commission has decide 1 that the bulk SMSs/Voice messages on phone in election
campaigning shall also be in ‘he purview of pre-certification of election advertiserments
as in case of all electroni: media/TV Channels/Cable Network/Radio including
private FM channels/Cinem: | halls/audio-visual displays in public places and political
advertisement in social med a.

(e) Monitoring of Electronic a 1d Social Media:

All the election managemen: related news would be monitored vigorously on alj the
major national and regiona! rews channels during elections. If any untoward incident
or viclation of any law/rule is noticed, action would be taken immediately. Reports
of monitoring would also bz forwarded to the CEOs concerned. Office of CEQ will
ascertain status on each an 1 every item and file ATR/Status Report. Various Social
Media platforms shall alsore nainunder the close and stringent vigtl of the Commission
for any content aimed at vit ating the electoral process or designed to disturb peace,
tranquility, social harmony a 1d public order.
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Comprehensive measures for voters’ education and awareness were taken up during the
Special Roll Revision process in the five ¢ tates. These measures will continue and will be further
augmented during the ensuing electoral p rocess.

10% of the lowest turnout Polling ! tations in each district have been identified and possible
reasons for the lower turnout analyzed. KABBP (Knowledge, Attitude, Behaviour, Belief and
Practices) Surveyhas alsobeenundertakes nbytheChiefElectoral Officersandtargeted interventions
based on the findings towards enhanced |MF (Information, Motivation and Facilitation} have been
meticulously planned and rolled out to m« et the objective of ‘No Voter to be Left Behind'

Partnerships have been nurtured vith Departments, PSUs, CSOs and Media for maximum
- outreach of SVEEP initiatives. Customized informational and motivational messaging has been
designed to cater to different segments of the electorate. All available platforms of information
dissemination are being utilized including electronic, digital, outdoor, print, folk, inter-personal and
social media.

Chief Electoral Officer of the Stat's have been directed to ensure wide dissemination of
election related information, as well as e 1sure adequate facilitation measures for ensuing wider
participation of people in polling. Model polling stations will be set up in each of the assembly
constituencies. Voter helplines, Voters' Facilitation Centres, web and SMS based search facilities are
active for assistance of voters, Reminder s >rvices on poll days have been metichloﬂsly planned.

As per the directions ofthe Commis sion, Booth Awareness Groups have also been activated

at the Polling Stations for educating the vo ersand motivating them for informed and ethicai voting.
Campus Ambassadors have been activatsd in educational institutions for facilitati ng electoral
participation amongst youth. ' |

Awareness_Observers: The Com nission will also deploy Awareness Observers, drawn
from the Indian Information Service (I1S), in adequate number to observe the SVEEP programme

carried out at the ground leve] during the election period for assessing the quality and out-reach
of facilitation, information ana motivatiolal programmes at the fieid level and ensure optimum
- results. The Observers will be asked to m>nitor various interventions being taken up at the state
and district leve] to facilitate the voters an:! promote their participation and disseminate im portant
information to the people. '

o e g LR R Eate g qsee Ciaa e b L, Pal [
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The Returning Officers are requir:d to be constantly updated on the various rules and
instructions related to conductofpolls. Witl:this in mind the Commission for the firsttime introduced
an in-depth Certification Programme fo - all Returning Officers. Also all the Election Trainers,
who would be training various category of offictals involved with the conduct of elections, have
been trained in training techniques and methodology through Train the Trainers & Facilitators
(TTF} programmes, Team Leaders at varius levels have also been given Leadershib Training It
is expected that the election officials in th: 5 States would thus be far better equipped to manage
elections in a smooth manner.
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Fi4) 0 Dewiovinend 50 Ceatral Obsor rops:

(2) Gen.ex:aLO.hsemm

The Commission will depl iy General Observers in adequate number to ensure smooth
conduct of elections. The ( bservers will be asked to keep a close watch on every stage
‘ofthe electoral process to ¢ nsure free and fair elections. Their names, addresses within
the district/constituency and their telephone numbers will be publicized in local
newspapers so that the ge neral public can quitkly approach them for any grievance
redressal. The Observers 1/ill be given a detailed briefing by the Commission before

 their deployment. The Ob.:ervers will fix a suitable time every day for meeting the
political parties, candidate s and other stakeholders to redress their election related
grievances.

(b) Police Ohservers,

The Commission may dep.oy senior IPS officers as Police Observers at district/AC

level in the poll going States depending upon the need, sensitivity and assessment o

ground realities and prevail ng law and order and security scenario. They wil} monitor

all activities relating to for :e deployment, law and order situation and co-ordinate
- between civil and police adiainistration to ensure free and fair election.

{c}) Expenditure Observers,

The Commission has also decided to appoint adequate number of Expenditure
‘Observers and Assistant E kpenditure Observers who will exclusively monitor the
election expenditure of the contesting candidates. Control room and Complaint
‘Monitoring Centre with 24 hours toll free numbers shall be operative during the
entire election process. Bani s and Financial Intelligence Units of Government of India
have been asked to forward s 1spicious cash withdrawal reports to the election officials.
Comprehensive instructions for the purpose of effective monitoring of the election
expenditure of the candidate ; have been separately issued by the Commission and are
available at EC] website <ww w.ecinic.in >,

{d) Micro Observers

As per the extant instructions the General Observers will also deploy Micro-Observers,
from amongst Central Govert ment/PSUs Officials, ta observe the poll proceedings on
the poll day in critical/vuine ‘able polling stations. Micro-Observers will observe the
proceedings at the polling sta ions on the poll day, right from the conduct of mock poll,
to the completion of poll and the process of sealing of EVMs and other dqcuments S0
as to ensure that all instructions of the Commission are complied with by the Polling
Parties and the Polling Agents. They will report to the General Observers directly
regarding any vitiation ofthe soll proceedings in their allotted polling statiohs.
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PUAPDHG s T L sed b earthcoming Geaeral saectio
SAMADHAN: Public Grievan( e Redressal and Monitoring System

A comprehensive, robust anc reliable Public Grievance Redress System has been
developed by the Election Com nissionto provide acommon platform for allcomplaints,
grievances, concerns and sugg estions lodged by any member of the public, including
our various stakeholders like political parties, candidates, civil society groups etc. A
citizen has the multi-modal facility to lodge any election-related complaint via bouquet
of channels/sources ltke Web iite (http://eci-citizenservices.nic.in), Email, letter, fax,
SMS, Call-centre ( Call-center ! lumber is “1950") etc. A Mobile App shall also be made
available for the people, so th: t they can submit complaints with photographs/videos
on the common platform. SMS is sent to complainant on receipt/disposal of complaint
and the complainant can tract status and view ATR online or through the Mobile App.
This system has been develop: d in such a manner that in.addition to providing redress
to the complaints of the pub c, it also serves as a common interface for providing
services through a common ir.terface. It is thus aimed as a complete G to C interface to
provide seamless services to tae citizens on election related matters.

Asingle window system for g ving election-related permissions/clearances within 24
hours has been created. In th s systemn, Candidates and Political Parties can apply for
permissions for Meetings, Ral ies, vehicles, temporary election office, loudspeakers etc
at a single location, where ba k-end convergence of various authorities/departments
has been done. This system is put in place at every RO leve! in each sub-division
which will provide for applyir g processing granting and monitor)ng permissions in a
synergistic manner. However, In case of permissions for Helicopter usage/landing and
use of helipads, the applicatioa shall have to be submitted atieast 36 hours in advance,

SUGAM: Vehicle Manageme it System
Itisan IT-based Vehicle Mana jement System with the facility of issuance of requisition

letters for vehicles, capturing >f vehicle details with address, mobile number and bank
details of owner and driver, tr insfer of vehicles from one district to another districtete.

Webcasting at selected distan : polling stations for LIVE monitoring of election process,
to keep a check on illegal act iwities such as booth capturing money distribution and
bogus voting and to bring abcut complete transparency in the voting process shall be
done. Further, during the elec tion process, CCTV monitoring and webcasting shall also
be done at various border clieck-posts, check-nakas and other sensitive and critical

locations across the constiti encies to keep a strict vigil on any nefarious activities
designed to vitiate the electo -a! process.

et e e S T S e i i im e
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(e) Polling/Police Personns 1 Deployment System:

This application will be used for creating database of police/polling personnel,
generation of contmand, appointment letters, sending SMS regarding deputation/
training, tagging of patrolling party with force, generation of application for postal
ballot, formation of pollin; s party/ police party after randomization, for sending poliing
personnel/ police force frc m one district to another district etc. )

(f)  Xoter Centric lnfoymatic n Dissemination Initiatives:

It is the constant endeavour of the Commission to facilitate the voters across the

‘coun@ry in accessing the nultifarious election-related services and information. As
part of this vision, an SMS. based search facility and Voter Friendly Interactive Website
has already been launchec and successfully working,

"IV Ugnidudt of Officials

The Commission expects all offi:ials engaged in the conduct of elections to discharge their
duties in an impartial manner withoul any fear or favour, They are deemed to be on deputation
to the Commission and shali be subjec : to its control, supervision and discipline. The conduct of
all Government officials who have been entrusted with election related responsibilities and duties
would rematn under constant scrutiny of the Commission and strict action shall be taken against
those officials who are found wanting o1 any account,

- The Commission has already gi-en instructions that no election related official or Police
officer of the rank of Inspector and above shall be allowed to continue in his home district,
Besides, instructions have also been iss ied that electign reiated officials including police officials
of inspector level and above, who have completed three years in a district during last four years,
should be transferred out of that distri.t. Police officers of the rank of Sub-Inspectors, who have
completed three years in a Sub-Divisiol /Assembly Constituency or are posted in their home sub
division/assembly constituency, shall alt 0 be transferred out of that Sub-Division and the Assembly
Constituency.

The Commission has also instrucied the State Governments not to associate any officer with
the electoral process against whom char 1es have been framed in a court of law in any case.

P Menitepin g woeieor

A constantand stringent 24-hour rr onitoring of the critical events and activities of the poliday
shall be done using the Poll Day Monito:ing System. All the crucial events like reaching of Polling
Parties, Votes Cast, Voters’ Images etc st all be captured and monitored using this state-of-the-art
iT application, which has the added adv: ntage of being used offline also, so as to circumvent non-
connectivity of network. All data captur:d offline is synchronized with the centralized server as
soon as the person using the App comes in the coverage area. Through this App, we can find out
Voter Turnout (VTR) gender-wise, age-wise and section-wise. Improvement of quality of irnage in
the roll can also be done through this App as we get the recent colour photograph of the voter
againstold / bad quality photograph in tl e roll.

+
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The Commission has prepared the S.:hedules for holding General Elections to the Legislative
Assemblies of Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Uttai akhand and Uttar Pradesh after taking into consideration
all relevant aspects like climatic condit ons, academic calendar, major festivals, prevailing law
and order situation in the States, availability of Centrai Police Forces, time needed, for movement,
transportation and timely deployment of forces and in-depth assessment of other relevant ground
realities.

The Commission after considerir g all relevant aspects has decided to recommend to
the Governors of the State of Goa, Maripur, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh to issue
naotifications for the General Elections to ¢ \eir respective states under the relevant provisions of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, ar per the Schedule annexed.

The Commission seeks the actie cooperation, close collaboration and constructive
partnership of all the esteermed stakehol fers in the electora) pracess and strives to employ the
collective synergies towards delivering a s mooth, free, falr, participative and festive elections,

(SUMIT MUKHERJEE)
SECRETARY
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ANNEXURE-H

of Punjal:

schedule for holding General E ections t0 the Legislative Assembly

poll Event

Last Date of Making
Nominatlons

WIthdrawal of

candidature

. oecretary, Personnel
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