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Secretary
Government of India
Ministry of Women & Child Development
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001

Website : http://www wed.nic.in

Date: 3™ March, 201
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Dear Shri Kaushal, - o | .
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As you are aware that Government of India is determined to achieve unvi"veréal sanitation
coverage, improve cleanliness and eliminate open defecation in India by 2019 under "Swachh

»

Bharat Mission”. in order to speed up its efforts in this regard Government of India is consistently

requesting all Ministries/Departments and State Governments/UT Administrations for maintaining
sanitation, cleanliness and make the country open defecation free.

2, in this regard, all States/lUTs have already been requested to give wide publicity to
Government’s “Swachh Bharat Mission” and “Bal Swachhta Mission” by conducting activities on
various themes [like Clean Anganwadis; Clean Surroundings e.g. Playgrounds; Clean Self
(Personal Hygiene / Child Health), Clean Food, Clean Drinking Water, Clean Toilets] related to
cleanliness and sanitation at Anganwadi Centres. States/UTs have further been advised to
ensure that sustainability of cleanliness is-maintained consistently with the active participation of
the functionaries of the AWCs.

3. Village Health Nutrition Day [VHND] is organised on reguiar intervals. Besides regular
visits, functioniaries of the AWCs may also be advised to make aware targeted beneficiaries
about the best practices on cleanliness, sanitation, hygiene, apen defecation free etc. on VHND.

5. The Cabinet Secretary has also emphasized to undertake swachhta drive with maximum
public participation in order to attain the goals of Hon'ble Prime Minister's dream project “Swachh
Bharat Mission. . .

:

6. it is further to stress that sanitation is first critical link for proper health and nutrition in
Anganwadi Centers. Therefore, itis requested to advice the concerned in-charge of ICDS to
conduct State-level, District-level and Block-level workshops for sensitizing the field level
functionaries on the cleanliness drive in order to achieve the goals of “Swachh Bharat
Mission. Further, the ICDS field functionaries may specifically be advised to emphasise on the
importance of cleanliness in promoting good health and nutrition during their interactions with the
beneficiaries and their household visits for counselling.

An action taken report in this regard may be sent to this Ministry on priority.
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With regards,
Yours sincerely,
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(V. Somasundaran)
Shri Sarvesh Kaushal

Chief Secretary
Government of Punjab
Chandigarh -160001

Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajender Prasad Road, New Dethi-110001
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