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You must be aware that Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the top killers worldwide due to single

infectious agent. Globally there are 8.6 million TB cases, out of which 2.2 million (25%\ are in India. Out

of 3 million TB cases which are missed every year globally 1 million TB cases are from India. Free

diagnosis and treatment facilities are available in all the Government health institutions of Punjab.

Government of India is already identifying the barriers being faced by unreached population while

accessing these services and accordingly renewed efforts are being made to reach the "hard to reach

population". As part of the focused targeted interventions, Hon'ble Union Health Minister has announced

on 23rd April, 2015 a "Missed Call Campaign" to reach these unreached TB patients through "Patient

Centric Call Centres" with Toll Free No. 180011666. This campaign has been started in Punjab State in

the month of June 2015.

lwould request you to support the programme and ensure awareness regarding the availability of

this Toll free helpline to the Public.
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Yours sincerely,

,n.,u$-,o.,

S. Balbir Singh Dhot, P eS
Director Public Instructions-SS.
Punjab.
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